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Oral History Interview
with
JOHN NOLAN
July 17, 1970
Z;lashington D.C.

/

By Robert%:Ereene
For the Robert F. Kennedy Oral History Program

Tof the Kennedy Library

GREENE: Let me start by asking you about Robert
Kennedy's interest in going to Eastern
Europe in '67. I know you were called in
to help plan and advance that trip. What
happened with it and why?

NOLAN: He was interested in going to Eastern
Europe)gin part/ I think, because he had
never been therﬁ,and I think possibly also

because he was frustrated by the relative

inactivity of what he was doing then.



GREENE:

NOLAN:

This was the fall of l9§7, after &Eﬁéé;;;éij:>
McCarthy' SLEZQEia;Lj';tarted and it was a
very difficult, (very trying time for hi@fég/
for BOCD I don't remem=—

ber exactly how it started but//at some

pointg/hikalled me. He sald that hﬂwas

thinking about going to Eastern Europe and

did I have any ideas or did I have any

suggestions on ' where he should go/ or

what he should do,or something like that.

So then we worked on it for a period of

several weekerQa month, maybe.

What do you mean by "worked on it"%

Well, we worked out a tentative schedule

and itinerary. We contacted the State
[United States Information Agency]

Department and USIAAand others in government

who might have some interest or responsibil-

ity in the area. I know I met several times

_—— delk Vicdolas de &, ket nbath ]

with([Nic 1ck Katzenbachyat State,
TAA e V. \ch\_j

with @@@Art Olsen at eitheT State

or USTA, I contacted all of the embassies

of the countries that were either on the



agenda or could be. I met with either the
ambassador or somepody else at several of
those embassies, I don't know: the Rumanian
Embassy,‘the Czechoslovakian Embassy, the
Czechos1ovakian/£gbassador. We got stacks

of hand-out stuff with regard to the countries

and what was what and where.

GREENE : What kind of a response did you get both over
at State and USIA and from the embassies?
JJJ\,,,J( woas
NOLAN: WEIlﬂqgfjgfalways kind of a gamg)you know. I

with
remember talking in considerable detailﬂ@E/Z;t

Olsen about it. Art had been with us in Fastern

Europe when we were there before, in 196hé;€§§§//

o . e
&5E3_tiilﬁf—§iiie _thinle ‘ﬂii;;iBJQngxh~. e

He was a correspondent for the New York Times

and I think was stationed in Eastern Europe or
was stationed in. ¢.. o« Zt_interruptiqé7
And he was interested in the trip.

GREENE : What about Katzenbach?

NOLAN: Well, Nick was always helpful.
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GREENE: Nobody accused you of playing politics?
NOLAN: Well, not in those terms. I think that
[Robg;@rF.llBob Kennedy's trips abroad
weféﬁ after the‘féesident's assassination? were
always viewed with mixed feelings by the
_ ) ZL\.\(\&OM BIJQLV]J""J
JTyndosr By Johnsory/(dministration. That

was certainly true in Latin America in
UODQ‘GQE NE: Q‘FF{QO.. N MNCLRAN: 3

1965, and = So obody-2was
TN i {‘ — 9 .
really’-jﬁpean, we never got sabotaged/ or ow?*uwx)
/ﬁat;{;ome people were friendlier than
_3 = ou u;ou\A
others) in terms of peoplework

with, State Department people. &?j//

GREENE: In his discussions with you, did he link (I},
the trip:at alltoifﬁﬁa possible candidacy
in 1687

NOLAN: No, definitely no. No, the trip would sub-

stantially foreclose any candidacy. Trips
o

are big deals. eally require weeks

i
of preparation in advance, two or threg,

‘'weeks \plus/in execution, and they would
“A et
leave¥everybodyf3§g had anything to do
“ ey :
'withr drained, including him. When he
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would finish a trip--when he ‘came back from
South Africa or when he came back from South
America«-he was Jjust incapable of doing any-

thing almost for a week or so.

Jusk
GREENE: Fhis physical exhaustion?
NOLAN: I think after the African trip they went

to Athens or some}place and just holed up
O
for a couple of days-J and slept. I know

I spent some time with him right after they got

back from South America/and he didn't even

know what countries he had been in. ,,_
;J;t's a very exhausting thing. So/fn terms of
the candidacy, not only are you putting
all of this effort into something that i
doesn?t have any direct relevance to @ggu

candidacy, but then youYre out of communi-

i
cation/ substantially, all the way for a XFD\ 0")761}“
2 /| C

period of time. Then you come back
] » \["L v ‘O‘i:;l

and you're totally:-‘:‘ﬁ{t Jjust takes that

much longer to focus into it. So, I think
sericus  comtderal e

e e e /
that any\considerat] Aof #e trip was
mutually exclusivé?@éﬁconsideration of the



GREENE:

NOLAN:

GREENE:

NOLAN:

GREENE:

NOLAN:

B

candidacy. Thégfandidacy really came quite

q_yhile afteFA two months or so after.

But hhere had been earlier discussions——"
I 'H\.\ L] F@

at least general discussion%/A This trip

was supposed to be scheduled for December, s Fhay
right?
Yes.
You don't remember any specific conversa-
tions with him about a possible candidacy
before the trip came up?
I don't in connection with the trip. The
Ve €« 8D
trip was pre—empﬁﬁif o the extent that
you were working on:EEEftrig) 1% meant

that € candidacy-= couldn't have a

candidacy.

Were there any substantial discussions
before thagsﬂunrelated to the trj.li’-‘9

about a candidacx,that you can remember?

r

Well, I don't think ¢here's ever—<Jthe

subject of running for the/P}esidency
was ever really very far away from his

mind. I think that (yas-2 he worked on a
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NOLAN:

GREENE:

NOLAN:

-T-

lot of other things, he thought about a lot

of other things/butkhat was, inescapable
o

reality,« constant reality.
Well, anyway, what happe edawith that trip?

or

Why did it fall through )\)fow did things

develop after that?
H'F:'ll, the beginning of the decision@

O
not to go to Eastern Europe'érhaps

the beginning of it altogether/ but certainly

the beginning of it from my point of
- Ao

view,was a lu.nch',I had with Adam Walinsky

at his instance. Have you talked to Adam

T Gl
about this?
 Dosineirl) shelts o

We've started,but we've never gotten this far;

so whatever you tell us will be helpful}OS *’—‘*_,‘"‘"‘f—er
Okz-© ik
O«KT Adam called me one day and asked if we

could have lunch to talk about the trip) and we

A A
did, Adam | [-ua-hfy— thought that he should

not go to Eastern Europe. He was against

the trip. We spent a lunch Jjust talking
about it) with Adam raising the arguments

b
why he shouldn't go to Eastern Europel\awd\ SO ChNgy

~1



/
The SEhator was not

IS f "y . i
GREENE: @fghis I\@Mt the two of you? cc w»oc e /é P

NOLAN: Just the twg of us.

there. fe was/~~IT don't think he was in
3 dobrs]
town. I think he was[\ Sun Va.lle/,.
GREENE: Around Christmas?
NOLAN: Well, no. This would have been/;aybe//
early November, around Thanksgiving or

GGEREENE T Thats ve pess ble, 7 MotAp:
something like that.4 I bhave all these dates. '

W GReEVE Ok, trats 690& +o Knew® @ NoLan: , .,
Ymmw}I keep a diary-A'w‘po I can tell when I. h_aﬁ.d
lunch with Ada.ma.nd so on, e
really don't recall it. I recall that on
on the week\-:%nd of Thanksgiving we were
at the lake and Thanksgiving is what, early

November?
GREENE: Usually late November. The last Thursday
in November. /

NOLAN: @1. on that wee%lhad lunch with
Ada.mefore that, I think some-

time during that Weekc_ja-.nd then, all during
Q’ -
that week:;énd , the subject of the trip

being cancelled was in the air/ and he, the
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%anator@t;rt F. KennedB)ycalled me at the

_Fake two or three times over the weekend

to talk about uoéi&gl think that Ted

, SarcpksenN

Sorensp\nj;ha._:g;d beenoj'

in Eastern Europe and thought he should

go there. He thought particularly he
should go to Rumania\_’. By this time, I
think most of the rest of us thought he
should not go to Eastern Europ%)@)tihen,

he asked me to come by on the; Mon-
day after Thanksgiving, which Izdid. It was

still in the air for - at that time and
during the followlng week.{ But, back to
the lunch with Ad Adam argued
that )' if he went to Eastern Europe, he was
placing himself in an_ impossible position
as far as the Vietnam issue was concerned.
He couldn't go to Eastern Europe and say
/the things oV
,\about the Vietnam Was that}@{ould say in
the United States because it would Ge-or
rebound. On the other hand, he couldn't

go to Eastern Europe and advocate the
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American position in Vietmam which would
Maar
undercut everything/' he was saying and had
w&,o oV -

been saying) N He was obviously going to,

get a lot of questions about Vietna.m ! }'here
was really no answer to those questions .
That, ultimately, ca.me! in my mind?’to
represent:’-fairly important consideration.

I don't know why it hadn't before. It's-
not that obscure a thought. But, I never
really focused on it l:1?)11 Adam

raised it. He had other points about

tlmﬂng and being awkward and so on.

GREENE: Wéj(eather. Wasn't that a factor?

NOLAN:

“The
Yes. 'A)feather was bat} but a lot of people

told us tha‘g,farou know, people at the
e

G o
embassy . Théy‘i’ said that the roads,
\ e et ever

icy and you ca.n't,'gy/them and all that.
W thouwue ht We Could ‘Worlk .~ ey

But [Interruption]‘ﬁas I recall, in the course

of this lunch-,‘ g_[_hen the lunch begany I was
really very set on the trip. I really
had not looked at any questions about
whether or not. I was @ entirely
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2 ul <\

occupied Withhquestions of how to do it,ﬁwhen.._

(and that sort of thing. As I recall, in

talking with Adamg I argued against each of
=t \\C\\

these things;he was raisingggut by the end

\ of the lunch, say the least, oQ

created in my mind a very, very substantial

doubt about whether the trip was really
/ a good thing

g g8 t:;nﬁqor no%;and the more I thought about it

afterwards , the more convinced I became
~—r

that he was really righ#;j}that the trip

was not a good thing.§ Part of my doubt

about that really went to Bob(fié?ggif;ﬁﬁi

e
S

Kennedy's motivation for the trip. We
had picked it up some&lace along the way—
@ggé;:ye/didnf%‘ eallg/get into why he

e+

wanted to gdhahd I don't remember whether

r'/’“‘ - "T?‘ls
Adamtmmhw“§:i1§;uggestedhor whether I
Wrel hey

thought of it/orhsomebody else suggested

it"but I began thinking about the consid-

eration that he was really bored or frus-

trated or something &ad that heéghe

foreign trip:before had been all-gonsuming

)
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e

andﬁhad gone rather well)and he was able to

throw himself completely into them and come

back with something that represented satis-

faction. Soj to the extent that a significant

part o the reason for going to Eastern

Europe at that time was that,n;:'was a bad rea-

son. There was really no need for him to

feel happy or satisfied or something. That's

not the games| So then I don't remember

what I did. I remember I talked with o

[hom as M, &, Johnston]

C:E%E%;Eﬁ?iﬁﬁi])Tom Johnstony about it, because

%ﬂtalked with Tom o

about the trip generally,and Tom and I had

. o
worked together both in South Africa @ng’in
South America. We had talked for quite a while

in New York one day earlier about the trip.

resime— e ——

I think I called Tom W

and talked to him and went over some of

e & .A:‘-." =
the same considerations, Adm@d

I had talked about. I think I talked with
» - L. JGdwin O-C";U‘H‘"’WSJ
EqLE 0. Guthma%4and5urke Marshall.
[




GREENE:
NOLAN:

il B

What kind of opinions did you get from them?
Well, in the beginning Adam was the only one
that was firmly opposed to the trip. Af the
endR.;nd I think throughtthese discussions
that it was really more,in a sense,;turning
it over and aa}yzing it and really trying
to shake it to see what the different con-
siderations involved were;ﬂtﬂut I think that
after a period of tim%,which may have been
several days, I th#nk'that we all really
thought that it was not a good thing. Now,
I think that some of them, either Burke or
Tom or Ed or all of them togethe5 or some of
them at different times or something, talked
to Bob about it in New Yorkyand I talked to
him here as soon as he got back from, I think
it was Sun Valley, but it was somﬂblaceﬂy It
was a time in late November which I guess
mouibfz
was before Thanksgiving. ﬂ}% was just be-
fore the Thanksgiving weekend when he came

back from wherever he waﬁsﬁﬁsfl went out

to Hickory Hill and met him there as soon



GREENE:

NOLAN:

GREENE:

NOLAN:

|

as he came in)“C%é talked for a couple of
hours or so about it. During that conver-
sation, he really didn't. . .. He just
heard everything and he asked some ques-
tions about iED e talked about differ-
ent things that were related to it,but he
really didn't express any opinion. He
didn't say, "All right, I won't go," or
"No, I want to go." He was noncommital.
Would Adam have gone to him before he came to
you to talk him out of it,or did he come
directly to you? '
I don't know. You could ask Adam that. I
just don't know. ,
I wondered if he was marsha&EE;é support,
you know, for his own arguments?
My guess would be that he probably had.

(S
Adamﬂﬁgg/pretty direct. My guess would
be that he probably had)andﬁgas elther
unsuccessful o;:%hought he was unsuccessfuljcxngt

he had some time and so he thought he'd

try it another way or something.
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Well, at any rate, I would say that
the time between when all the arguments
against the trip were in, in the sense
that the/génator heard them alﬂkg;?i;m
really not sure who else talked to him.
I know about my conversations with him

at the house, and then qggs/;he telephone
JU vated Stabes]

over the weekend)an%‘in thg4Senate early

in the week. I don't remember when this
when he was

was when he was New Yorgmwith Tom and

Burke and Ed but I think it was probably
'b,\ (< e AP P

the following weekudgghs.-ﬁhe was here
on Monday)and there on Tuesday and Wednes-
day or something like that. But there was
a period of)I'd say, a week or so where it
was all up in the air and the trip was
under consideration . At times, I thought

o

it was definitely ofg but, then I would

talk to him and see that he was still
actively considering iﬁj ge would say
that he had talked to Ted Sorensen and

W weu e
Sorensen thought itﬁ? be a really good



GREENE:

NOLAN:

Burkgfr’He and Bob and

=] 6=

thing) he really had to go to Rumania or
something like that. ©So,.I didn't really '
knowgths 1 think back on it, I'm not (ggzggg///
sure that he ever decided or that he ever

sald to me that he wasn't going to go to

Eastern Europe. What happened was that--czN\é

part of this I got from
ovid W, Burkel

and Dave Burke were talking about the
trip tanastern Europe, I think,I;t Ted's
house%{l think probably sometimefigﬁfﬁ;s
week after Thanksgiving. Ted Kennedy, at
that time, was pdanning a trip to Vietnam
and had called me about working on a
Vietnam trip with hm.

This)\swhile the Eastern European trip
was still under consideration?

Right. So I said, "Thanks, but I'm already
doing something." That's all. I think
that/ at that meetingj<éob elither said
that he wasn't going to go to Eastern

Europe or he probably wasn't/and Dave Burke
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said, "Well, then, what about John Nolan?rﬁ‘:/

/ ﬂﬂ%
Qe's not going 3 if you're not going toA East-
ern Europ ‘/Hé can use him." Then he said,

"Well, that would be terrific if he wants to

do it," or something like that. At any rate,
Bob never went to Eastern Europe. Ted did go
to Vietnam and I went to Vietnam. So it
worked out that way.

GREENE: So the next thing is what you found out and
brought back to him on Vietnam and the con-

?

versations about that|

NOLAN: Well, we went to Vietnam In early December,
maybe like December 1o@£(ir something like
that.

GREENE: I think that's right.

NOLAN: I came back early in January, right after the

first of the year. I don't think Bob was
here. Again, I think he was in Sun.Valley.
[Interruption] My recollection is that
when I got back to Washington, Bob was

not here. At any rate, I dianﬁz see him.

g

when I first got back. I came here to the
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office.and worked for a couple of days on

a report é; the trip. I flew to Salt Lake City
and met Ted Kennedy at the airport. [In-
terruption] Butaéometime shortly after that
when Ted Kennedy was in Vietman and Bob

was back here)and I was getting ready to

leave for Austria, I went out to Hickory Hill.
We were supposed to go out there on Saturday
night and we couldn't g%,and I went out on

a Sunday morning( jfhis would have been around
the middle of January sometime;;nd talked
with Bob for quite a while about Vietnam,
about things generally. That's the conver-

Wi hes o ¥he

sationn been referred to in someﬂaccounts

of the period.

What stands out in your mind about iq; How
did he react to what you had to telj{himé and
)Héw did it fit into his own thinking at

that point?

Well, I don't know. It's kind of hard to
tell., We talked a lot about the trip.

We talked a lot about Vietnam, particularly

from the refugee and civilian casualty
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standpoints, which wereAthingsnwe spent our

!
time 1ooking at. Most of what we +talked

abouth%égzembraced in Ted Kennedy's later
speeches and statements.after he came back
from Vietnam. Generally speaking, it was
that none of the figures used to measure
the problem of refugees was accurate/and
the whole refugee program really was a
farce and that the civilian casualty

=%
erichs J a very, very serious

problem, much more serious than anybody

h

problem was

here had any inkling of . We werz’hurting

—

a lot of people in Vietnanyandﬂthe Vietmam

Jﬂgr was very bad. I think that he took
’this really as a confirmation of his own

views onm what he thought it was.

GREENE: You say@%he middle of Januany*é’ I've heard
from some people at least that they *QEH’

EEEéza:mm around January 19@ @{20@/

that perlod, that he had actually

aroundA

decided to ruq)and that 1t was subsequent
[USS.|

eventg, including tthPueblo, that reversed

this thinking. Did you get any indication
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of this at that time, that he was seriously
going over it in his mind again?t .° =

That he was seriously going over it, yesl
JFuat not that he had decided to run. No, I
think he was considering it.and wa%weigh—

ing it very carefully in Januarfj /Eht I don't
think he had decided to run. I would be rel-
atively quite sure that he had not decided

to run at that time.

Did he seem to be moving 1in that direction?
No, not really. I tr}ink/m as I say,
he always considereq;+€%;?1t was really never
very far from his mind. ILP was like living
with a thinig} it was always there. It was
very much there when we talked in January.
Butgrglong with it/<;ere all of the very, very
formidable difficulties involved in his
candidacy which he waémguare of. They really
hadn't changed.qN9§ IA thi_n.&}the big thing
that changed was Tet. Tew; stripped the mil-
itary facade off the war. I think that the

others were gone by that time. But certainly
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as far as I knew and as much as I know,/ as

)

far as anyone else knew, there was no rea-
we nade 5uq ested to
son to expect Tet: If)any of thl people

who we talked with while we were in Vietnam

gd suggestede= 1T we-had. ;;:i:iﬂia»

@/ that Tet was a possibilitgjéyou

know, just in the military intelligence

sense that 1t was within the capability of
the enemy to do Tet) it would have ﬁeen
laughable, laughed at. Everybody on the
military side told us over and over and over

“Ter
again not only that anything like was

g n Vierromnss

not possible bqvp that all of the Ahmain
force units were broken up, the only thing
that was left was the VGkVietCong]. They were
all dispirited, straggling, you know, dwing on
the vine. The thing was coming around. All
we had to do was hang on a little longer and
so on. ©So,/ I assumed, when I came back from
Vietnam, that in a military sense we
had a clear upper hand, that there were no

military problems of significant size

e /412‘7:.
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remaining in Vietnam other than a holding

action, security type thing. I'm sure that

that view was widely shared%y everybody out

there.

It still is.

It still is. It's the same thing now.

Anyway, did you recommend to him&fﬁt that

time during this meeting at Hickory Hill

that he go himself?

To Vietnam?

Yes.

Yes, I thought he should have gone to

Vietnam. I recommended that to him

earlier, back at Thanksgiving.

What hﬁ{d he say?

He said he'd think about it. At one point

he said that he didn't want to be away from

the kids at Christmastime. H§Z§EIE:£HEEEEES

because by then, you see, the time had moved

;long so we couldn't have done Vietnam on
time that

the same/schedule/we could have done Eastern

Europe on. We couldn't have done Vietnam



..

before maybe the middle of December or some-
thing. I honestly forget why. If we were
going to do it, I would go out right away,
andf?;y the time we got it sorted out, it
would take that long so it would stretch into
Christmastime. If it didn't stretch into
Christmastime, then he'd go out and duck out

—‘\-_Ugv.‘n '%\’kr&
Vygf December and come back and

on theigjjgt
have Christmas dinner with his family or
something. that wouldn't work out very
well., So, by the time we got around to
talking about it, which was around Thanks-
giving, Vietnam was a Christmas trip/which
was the w MA’.‘;‘E};d Kennedy had always planned
it anyway?iéi thought that he should go to
Vietnam because it was a major issue. It
was bound, under any circumstances, to be

a major issue in the following year--not
that he should do 1t in order to run,but
that he should do it in order to lend
alithority to his statements about%

ot i
inghtly or wrongly, whether it's superficial
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= = e
or real,C££§£§:1;:1£f§EE$TT:3> ou sort of

authenticate your views by having gone out
there (He owed it to himselﬁénd his con-
stituencyyand also, particularly, as long
as there was any alternative of running for
the /E/residency,ffe really ought to do it
then because any other time would be too
1ate;and that if it was too late then in
December, that it was always too late, that

he really should have done it two years

before,but he hadn't.

GREENE: Do you know why he hadn't? Was there ever
P
any discussion and decision against it ea(héf.
| —xr'e_
NOLAN: gp’ It never came up with me directh‘r(aC ’

I think it did come up before in connec-
tion with a speech or a statement about
Vietnam. He thought about going out there.
I think he stayed away from it beeause‘ﬁéS?
§£é£Z£§§§§§§§§33%:eme of the same reasons
he stayed away from the candidacy, that he
Just thought it would be kind of showy@_gpu

know, he thought it would be kind of a cheap
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trick, run out there for a few days and
come back and so on. He didn't travel
very quietly. Ted Kennedy's approach

to those things is very different/and his
trips to Vietnam were very different from
the way Bob, almost inevitably, would have
ended up doingk#q. I think it was really

because of the Johnson thing. He just thought

<:g§:£§§f§;;ht wouldn't be right in context

with that relationship.

It's also been written that you supposedly

urged him at this time or around this time

1ust

that he prepare himself) in case later cire

cumstances pulled him in. Was this strictly
,do you remember,

in reference to Vietnam/or did you make

other recommendations as far as what he

might do to plan for that possibility?

Do you mean pull him into the/P%esidential
race?

Yes. L[LM _\T‘;; oW H-b‘.v

I'Ca’ | C
Well, mainly Vietnam. That was/‘ L

we talked about. It wasn't necessary for me
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to tell Bob Kennedy that he ought to pre-
pare himself. But, I did in the context
of going to Vietnam.
Are there other occasions while he was a
J}énator that he called on you for things

o Are Hhert
on his behalf,qugggPtrips or other matters?
Well, I worked on all the trips.
You worked on the Latin American and the

African trip?

Yes.
And the trip in '64 also/;jéound the
world?

No, not the round-the-world trip. There

were two trips in '64.

Qne for Johnsoné)

One for Johnson which was the Malayéia;

Indonesia thing. I did not work o&fhat

because I was in Latin America when 'it

started and I could have. . . . I talked
wIhen

to Bob a couple of times on the phone and

[P N
he was in Washg When the trip came

U [’Pe_ru
-o;;? I think I was in Lim%qor something.
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]_)y flying to California, I could

have picked up the plane and gone on. I
had been away from home for quite a while

at that time,and he didn't ask me to do it,

so I didn't.
‘—~ The other one was Germany and PolandK/ % on

- CTa
«NoLAN, And T’ wl}%—e,ﬁfrﬂgb
Right. That was later in '64>1§You did that?
That was June of '64.

You advanced it?

I advanced it and also went on it wit *aemm .

Also with the Latin American and Africanfgyl/

Gné,.-
you advanced the@?l'

No. In Latin America and Africa I advanceq)

but came back before the trip started and

did not go on any part of either. I was

back in the United States before they left

the United States gn both of those instances.
In both of those instances, Tom Johnston. . . -
In Latin America, both Tom and I left together
and he stayed down there. In Africa, he was
supposed to come over and meet me in South

Africa but the/ﬁénator held him her%,so the
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way it actually worked out was he didn't
leave the United States till after I got
back/which was maybe a week or so before

the party left. He left then and went on out
there and picked theﬁ up.

Well, we'll have to do those next time, I
think. Is there anything besides those

trips that you got involved in for him while
he was in the Senate?

Well, I don't think there's anything major.

I used to see him quite a bit; I talked{ﬁ‘/r
sSome of the Cuban things, 5Euppose.

Even after the assassination?

Yes.

Is there anything specific that we could
discuss on that?

Well, there isn't anything about it that's of
very great significance. Bob Kennedy was
always iﬂterested in the Cuban problem,and

eSS o)

he was E}wa s interested in the Cubans from
the/BQig}adat They showed up from time to
~

pu :
timejéﬁﬁwhad problems from time to timeg)
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We had a lot of conversations about José/\'

- p—— e

@e’rez Sa.n*Rgn_J/ Pepe San Rom&n® and

\fEnrique Ruiz—WllliamsirHarry William%

B —

This was mostly in the context of helping
them get a job, get into school, handle
some personal problem.

They would come to you and you would take
it up with him’ or vice versa?

It worked both ways. They would go to him
and he would come to me/ or they would

come to me and I would go to him. Some 3-//
of this stuff gets fairlyA'w

vere
some of 1t might bey interestin volvedé/

Certval T aell ,,.e
ﬁme contacts with the agenc% and with .
k A—,(;Q{vramo.
Johnson through [Joseph A.] Joe Califa.n/. LJosep —J

Howkvould they get into it?

The agency ra.n some things which might be

called Cuban programs. They'd rearrange
aﬁ& Haey wouldk

them from time to time,ﬂtake people on and

like Vot
lay people off or somethina Sometimes
when they'd lay people off, they, or someone

else, could be,, ., : They could revise their
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jud%é;;ntj ,Zﬁ;y'd put them back on agéin.

It's a very difficult 1life for these people.
{rey have a job_mhiﬁﬂzﬁ/ﬁhey have a difficult
life to begin with;gbut these jobs are

difficult, too.

Qhile - d I used to talk to
.hi about thatland I(#sed to talk to him about
other thi_ngs);mI'd see him socially.

GREENE: Did you urge him to get into certain things?
| Did you give him any sug%?tions like the

Vietnam thing? How did he respond to advice
from friends generally?

NOLAN: have talked=t¢ himy I think I did talk

to him about speeches or statements he was

o'
maa.king/l Vietnam, about parts of them or
something like that. I never urged him to

get involved in Vietnam except in the context

of going over at this time, the tripd

I did some work on Bedford-Stuyvesant when
‘Lt

A first started. I talked to him about that.
I talked to Adam about that. I had some

meetings in New York with Tom Johnston and
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some of the people who were working on
Bedford-Stuyvesant. I had some meetings
with Adam in Washington. I had some meetings
with the/S%nator about it.
Howwould youget into something like that?
Various ways. G@;ust that he'd be
doing i?)and I think he used to like to keep
people involved at a pace which was not an
imposition on them)but which sort of matched
thelr interest and time. Thatfs always kind
of a balance, you know, so you're{%.{ 1
him ovey
suppose that I saw a whole range of subjects
A
- oN

during that perio%& not jusq1subjects, serious

Py~
thingid but "saw him andtalked to him about

A
things that were not of any consequence.
But I don't think I added any major influence
with Hhe pess ple wp’hon oF

on any of them, except ppssibly the trips,
and I pretty much ran the trips. But those

e
‘weréwperiods of closest assocliation I had

(2 kaa
with thesm after he came in.
Okav@ [doles L!J&cov&j
ey Then, according to Witcovey,

you had a discussion with him in February

at which time you warned him or cautioned
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him that he could only stay out of the race
at his own peril. Do you remember that

conversation, how it developed}and what his

reaction to it was?
Well, I had several.bﬁfl don't remember when

we got back from Europg)but sometime in Febru-

P

arxg early February, I'd say maybe the
end of the first week in February or some-

thing like thaﬁg after Tet, we were skiing

o

e
in é&grknton, a little town in Austriﬁé% @a—

You go through a mountain pass to

get in there. We flew to Zurich and went

in on a bus. While we were there, the area,

-4
Brunned!

the Arlber%ﬂarea, had the heaviest snowfall
it has ever had in éf?ggistory. The pass was
blocked§(£he tunnel was blockedé/all the
roads were off; we were snowbound. So, we
were there for ten or eleven days. We were
only supposed to be there a week. t's
quite removed from everything on the out-
side, and the only way you get a newspaper

)
is by getting down to the railroad station
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around five o'clock when the Paris Herald
TTriterndional Weeakd Tribung]
Tribunej comes in, when the train runs.
We'd skip and sometimes we wouldn't pick
them up, sometimes we'd get there late and
-so on. Theng/£here was all this snow§;‘0ne
rwhile we're Hhere
da¥34we pick up a newspaper, after having missed
for several days/and on the front page of
the Paris edition of the Tribune it says,
"American marines have scheduled a landing
tonight on the roof of the United States
embassy in Saigon in an effort to recapture
those parts of the embassy which are still
held by the \'E/c.“ I had been in Vietnam
-about three weeks before that,andsf}eading
this in the newspaper under t%gse circum-
stances was like a put-on, you know,; it
wag like one of the funny newspapers you
have printed up. I couldn't believe it.
Iwas absolutely incredulous.thha#Was
the first that we heard of the Tet @ffensive.

Then, of course, we gobbled up what papers

we could and read about it/but there really
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wasn't very much. The news was kind of

behind ,and it was sketchy. Butg} was just

aghast at Tet. (So_that was. “\fj that

really for me dropped out the last re-
maining plece of reality in the whole
Vietnam War thing.

So then;,I think by the time we got back
to Washington ﬁﬁ%éé Tet was still going on,
or the aftermaph of Tet was.goingﬁq)and

there were stories in the newspapergabout:ﬁﬁﬁj
what a good thing Tet wag because they
had really showed their hang and now we were
chopping off their heads and all that. It
was a very, very unreal atmosphere,and it
changed my thinking about the Vietnam War

from what it was when we had come back.

and it seem}%&’coming back -~

into the UniEEQ States then)Qﬁaf the wh§§§is )

N _
that @hEEE_E35E>a lot of things @ﬁgidhad

o,
changed. Te* was watershed, sort
~ 1& ""’

of 1like Cambodiaef%@@areally change&the

thinking of a lot of people, their stance,
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their attitude toward the war. I don't
know what it did to McCarthy's candidacE)

it certainly helped it; maybefeven took
;;mething which i1t wasn't and made it some-
thing which it was,bq;p it added an awful
lot to that. It seemed to me, also, that it
was awfully difficult for anybody really to
be for the war after Tet. Also awfully
difficult for anybody who Wésrriziiy against

the war to stay on the side. Iﬂhaven't

thought about how or WhyR— ;ou know,
the factors that changed my Jud%éieng{'zzﬁt,
at any rate, my judgé%ent was very different
in February from whaz/it had been in January.
In Januaryé/I thought that the war was a

bad deal but there wasn't really a hell of

a lot that could be done about iﬁ,and it was
probably going to come out the way it was
going to come out anyway. I really thoughtf+h@i'
we were going to get out of Vietnam. I
thought it was a bad deal and everybody

ot

could see it was a bad deal)but thexineeded
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time and they Just needed some kind of o
means to do it.

Well, in February or &ometime there-
abouts, for something like these considera-
tions/ it seemed to me that really for the
first time his candidacy for the pres-
idencyd made some sense; /)ﬂ)t on the
basigbhat he had to do it or that he had
to win/ but really more on the basis that
he pritl?ﬂ];{ I}ta_.\%\::o 2%\1? i\ﬂs:and by a candi-
dacyA AT he didn't that he really couldn't
survive as a major political figure.

How did he react to your arguments?

Well, I think he always basically, in terms
of feeling,(ﬁm wanted to run/ but he
was a reasonable person, and he didn't want
to run because he felt like érunning. He
didn't want _to run unless it/]mafge some
sense. SO{I think that he liked or wel-
com&d any kind of an explanation of why it
did make sense. I think that was a.H.f.lHe

Hese
was receptive to J@kinds of explanation.
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He was not particularly receptive to argu-
ments about why he shouldn't go to Eastern
Europe; Qﬁgigés particularly receptive to
arguments about why he should run for the
presidency.

Did he discuss at this point what other
people were telling him, particularly
political people, and the impact that that
had on his thinking?

Yes, += & ome @ e ~ X

Anything specific?

God, it seems like so long ago. He did
discus%yhat other people were telling him.
There was a period of maybe a week or so
where I spent quite a bit of time in his
office)"e/@{ I talked to him intermittently
on the telephone, er'd sit in his office
while other people would come in and tell
him things.

Is there anything else, let's say/f through
the first week in March K that comes to mind,

/
before you do go out to California for the
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first time? Some of the things I thought

he might have commented on would be the
[Ec-)cr‘l‘ < r\'\clhdnulc\._f

McNamaraaresignation and the
_ JQlark

\ 'C"ord

N ‘ Clifford/\ appointment, the{0tto] >
| Mednonal A Sofg Comndssion on Criut adled ‘og,o-ro Keener]
& Kerner ommissioq&ﬁéport, McCarthy's whole

campaign. Any of these things?
Th

<« MeNamaca reg@natizn ..

NOLAN: No, practically none. TFroe—iallogporarretitryye—
GREENE: That was earlier.

NOLAN: That was earlier®>

GREENE: But then Clifford was appointed somewhere in

here, right?

NOLAN: ‘AOI) never talked to Bob Kennedy about Bob
McNamara's resignatio a:nSIdsort onf learned
later on what he thoﬁféhw@s;tibét (1%:5‘*1“*35/
directly. I never talked to him about it.

The €lifford appointment was while we were
skiing in Europe. I never talked to him
abo'ut that.

GREENE: And the Kerner /G&nmission ;(eport? Some
have stated that that was a major factor

in his final decision,or at least a factor.

NOLAN: May have been. I don't know.
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Oke o
GREENE: UTQi Any discussion about McCarthy's cam-

a feee W 7

paign at this point, in New hampshire? NHow *uat 4dbu\éA
NOLAN: Well, yes. It was apparent,and it was well

known to Bob Kennedxz;ﬁd I guess to every-

body who watched those things closely;Fhat

McCarthy was going to win very big in New

Hampshire. Bobkennedy knew that for a

fact two weeks 5ef0re the election in New

Hampshire,so the idea that he ran for the

presidency because of the resslts of the

New Hampshire election is one of those

oversimplifications that sometimes come

up. ' The reasons fo; McCarthy doing well

in New Hampshir%zg;eé/gg some extenté/;ore

complicated. In part, he did well because

Johnson's campaign was so badly mismanaged.

Johnson had, at that t%egi/{Lawrence F. O‘Br&iﬁ]

|

Larry O'Brieqx%hd other people around wh%...
Well, therJWere any number of people who
could have taken over that campaign and

us

done very well with it. Almost anybody
would have done better than fctually{ wen T
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;pey made majo;% strategic, political
errors. All of that was viewed with
understanding and some amusement by Bob.
The Tet)?ffensive and the war gener-
ally added a lot to McCarthy. He was very

‘|Y‘k\’e‘5"€d

interested in that/but not in the sense of,
[N

"How is it going to come out? How is he
|\\
W)
ol to do? &8 this ¢ g 3 ndicate
going b k&
whether people will be for my candidacy or

—
notig He knew long beforenlas I say I think
most people di@A how it was going to come out.
aloout”
It was no big secrepﬂhow New Hampshire was

going to go.

GREENE: Did he talk at all about his own feelings
about McCarthy and the possibility of
supporting him at some point/or was this ruled
out from the beginning?

slek

NOLAN: In his mind? Tt—was ruled outd from the L\aﬁw\wd‘

GREENE: Yes.
NOLAN: He wouldn't support Gene McCarthy for%gq%
(O

He wouldn't'vote for him for the ?tudent

Founcil in a high school.
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GREENE: What's your understanding of the founda-
tion of that? I mean,I think that's
a generally accepted fact.

NOLAN: He had no respect for him at all, /kﬁsolutely

e or an"uf\-\'\ b)
none, ot because he was a bad manbutVbe-
Just

cause he was almost not a man in his un-
reliability. I don't think Bob Kennedy
would ever say 1t)or ever did say it,but

I think he would, if put to that terrible

choice, proba.bl\&:‘jrefer Jimmy

EJaMeﬁ R'“-a
Hoffﬁiover Gene McCarthy in almost any

frame, you know, either/or situation that
n

you put the two of themt I know he_would ) "

; [chard M. Nivon

prefer people like Johnson, IM Nixony, .
i [Nelson ] . @Ar_wce%’-i-:—“m;

anybody else, | Rockef‘elle:;1 and so

on,over McCarthy.
Ng, McCarthy was never really taken
serioﬁusly"not Just by Kennedy, but by
i A /
everybody else I know who knows him also.
greeneg Well, there were some people around him,

e .
weren't there,lugﬁfgére kind of urging him
to support McCarthy in hopes of taking it
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‘Eb e ;‘\QYO*‘\-L ma‘k"—'!.bﬁ‘\ﬁ.\ Coh\j&\‘l’[ aﬂ
away at the conventiovf

NOLAN: Yes.
GREENE: Do you know who that was?
«EUJ_L\_-\(Q\"«\ 5",/hnc{lv'!\-’:’fe"£ ,‘k"r\\"’"lze
NOLAN: =73 i1 uarden Hev® W That was

one of the points of view thaté/maybe Arthur
EA (%v( m, Sc\'\(pg lnﬂa.} J :J

' Schlesingegrp s @
GREENE: Yes, I think that was one thaVJJ.
NOLAN: That was one of the points of viewrthat‘came
out at a meeting at teve Smith}s;s'\"?h“‘ S
apartment.
‘\Q,\-\,-\Leﬁ\"‘\?
GREENE: The% The day after the primary?
NOLAN: Well, it was the day Of.J*D;t may have

been the day after the primary. It was the

Cudetier Cronlaitd]
day of the Cronkit ”

GREENE: That's the.@ ' oA ecnts .

NOLAN: Yes.

GREENE: How would Robert Kennedy react to that kind
of suggestion?

NOLAN: He wasn't there when it was belng discussed.
I don't know. I just don't think he could

—
-

have done that. Bob Kennedy was Very 5 I

mean, you might say he's very political and
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he's very shrewd and he's a very complex
man and everything, but there were very,
very real limitations on what he could

do and what he couldn't do. He was very,
very much confined within his own limitatlons,
in a personal sense. In the New York cam-
paign in (464 he was strung up very tight
for a large part of the campaign? I'd say
from the beginning till about two-thirds

of the way through/ and the tightne got
tighter and tighter.[Interruption%gfzgz;
were very real limitations on what he could
do as far as he himself was concerned.
/During the New York campaignypeople in

New York who did not know him well would
come to people like me who had come to

New York with him and they would say,

"Can we have a drink? I'm very worried
about the campaign. I want to tell you
about it." It would come out in all
different kinds of ways and at great length
and everythinglbut what it would all boil



il

down to was, "Tell him to smile. He's got
to smile. He's got to be nice to people.”

Well, you can't tell anybody to smile/but

he was harder than most people
to tell to smile. He couldn't smile if he
didn't feel like smiling.
<—4\-”Tjg;;E}ezieifaitations on how he could act
with a person like fodon;gohnson, a person
like Gene McCarthy>ﬂ W;ét I'm really saying
is that,/ although the political, conventional
Judg ment might indicate that he should
support McCarthy for 6’%e presidency at Haat"
time for reasons which, you knowag
might be given in advanc?} /ﬁ% might have
been physically incapable of doing &3 and
,Hg'might decide a question like that just
on that incapability. But, as far as I
know, he really never seriously consid-
ered that.
X
Now the arguments forﬁ were thaﬁ)

to many people who were very sincere and

who were very much for McCarthyA his entry
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into the race would be viewed as con-
firmation of his ruthlessness and his
opportunism. They would be very offendedl
whereasé&f he eased {n or performed some
ameliorating act,that would soften it or
something.
GREENE: Well, the next thing that I have is that by
QMay OTH you were already 1n--Excuse‘@§;;;arch

8€§§Eryou were already in California

working on a delegate slate, I believe.

Is that correct,and how did it come about?

NOLAN: Yes, I was in California before this
meeting in New York that we talked about.
Hh teench.
GREENE: Right. That was the [3ThHy~— The earliest
eigrh,
date I've seen is theA It could even
have been earlier.
5 ar\‘.’%
NOLAN: Right. Nqi,theﬂazgfggunds about right. I

went out to California at either Bob's re-

quest or Steve Smith's,and I don't recall
bt A

which I kind of thin k it was Steve--
3 A . = D€$5L m‘ Unr'ulnl

to talk to Jess Unruhyand to
find out what should be done@tx:m
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In the event he was going to go, he had to
go in California; 0 the event he was
going to go in California, what did he

have to do to qualifyé what

'did you do if you wanted to run in a

California primary.?/really was the question.
So I went out on a Sunday morning, I think,

and met Jess€and his guy, Frank )/.

» Burns?
X
Yes. a.nd another guy,A guy in the
o
ftate }legislaturet‘\u ; vo"'é@

I'm not certain, offeE/ands(who you mean.
I'm sure we have his name. It might even
be onthis California list.

Yes, sure you do. It probably is. \/“

_________ At any rate, the three of us spent

the day in a hotel room at the International

Hotel. I talled about sllas™ 5=« *°

7

What?
Oh, it's Jjust some of these names. I'

forgotten.

Let me turn this over before you continue.
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BEGIN SIDE II, TAPE I:
kaye
GREENE: Q‘E(\fSo when you went out to California
e dRret g )
around the what were yousl./.
2 TR yourt

NOLAN: When I went out to California the first
time around March 8@, I spent two days
there, Sunday and Monday. I think that Steve
asked me to go out for a week or 4 or ;’::d{ays)

\ ke That,
or something and I said I'd go out over the
A

weekend. Now this was the same day Bob

[Calgtern o]
was in Delanc%.
GREENE: TheA (O Tthat he was in Delano.
NOLAN: Well then, that was the day I was in Los
Angeles.
GREENE: That was a Sunday, right?
NOLAN: It was a Sunday. Now, while we were sitting

at the International Hotel, he came through

the Los Angeles International Airport. But,
Aidnt
we didn't see him or/l have any contact with

*-khi . As I say, I think this was arranged with.. - -
D Sl _7{?: was *
eve rather than Bob who talked to me a-
bout going out there. I spent the entire
ond , T wWas ’{DLC_E‘QA “

day on Sunday. . ..l got out there}\ }(t-the
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airportZI was picked up by Frank Burns.

We went to the hotel room/ and the other

fellow, whose name I don't recall, was

there and Jessf came over. The four of us
spent the entire day there talking generally

about ﬁffm.a.’fy{a presidential primary

campaign in California. First of all, what
the legal qualifications were, u
know, what papers were filed. I th that
this had already been done/a.lthough there
was a mix-up abou’c!1 H

GREENE: Right. -,m‘?_\

NOLAN: « « « how it was done. The petition which
finally became legally effective was, I
think, filed by a group that Jesse referred
to as "fhe Fittle 0ld Ladies". They were

)-H\e.lj Jvét happene i
amateurs/‘. They didn't do it because any-
body asked them to) JFhey just did it on
their own. ust incredible. They
just went and filed the petition’ and thaf
ultimately became the legal base for the

Kennedy candidacy in the California primaryQ)
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qﬁgsfwithout it, there Y?uld have been
subst;;tial doubt aboupﬂié%al qualifica-
tion to run. The other one, the supposed-
13[}}

Professional?

.}ﬁprofessional one, which was done with
some of the best, highest-priced legal
advice in California was, for one reason
or another, ineffective. We talked about

that, how you qualify,how many delegates

there were, how you assembled a slate

of delegates, how much money it would take,

what you'd have to spend money on generally,

what kind of a campaign you'd run, where

you'd go, where you wouldn't go, what you'd

i

stay away from, what Pierre -G. Salinger]

did that screwed everything uRs ‘

JessPand his associates have a view

of California politics which turns q:ﬂgon

“—‘?Eg?at they do/and what everybody else doesj
Mhat they do is invariably right and true

and wise)and what everybody else does is

aund
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Alwaye wrong and ‘false and unwise and

foolis?ifnﬁszey’flways win’and everybody

else always loseg%r, if they don't win,

it's because somgbody else got in and

screwed something upforj(;f somebody else

wins, it's an accidentc,j:-{ssc‘)me of that. :
S0 we talked /a.nfi the?@u_‘a:{

I think I stayed over that nighzférépdfthé

next day I had lunch with Ed Guthman there

at ‘the International Hote}}andéometime that

afternoon I got on a plane ané flew back to

either Washingtbn or New Yorhf) Washington,

I think.

Did you have instructions or guildelines

at all when you went out there as far asJ.Lk‘

Nothing?

Just, "Would you be able to take a look at

California and see what we ought to do

there?"

They weren't concerned at that point that

these early discussions might cause some

trouble later with the Unruh people,or
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were they general enough so that you weren't
getting yourself into**.k\

How do you meaq)"cause trouble"?

Well, that, you know, you might make some
kind of arrangements with them that would
later have to be unmade.

No.

And you found him pretty cooperative? Were
there any real areas of disagreement as far
as the kind of slate you were looking for?
Well, there were when we got 1n€ﬁ the slate.
But, there weren'qJJ.

But in the general sé/\%e?

7{. in general terms, no.

And yojzidn't discuss specific people for
positions in the campaign?

We did to some extent. We didn't make any
decisions on specific people.

W}%f speaking to him at this point'a,nd

was it his understanding, that Robert Kennedy

was 8{)”\3 H )
@deﬁn:u;el;,rl1 fun?

No.
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GREENE: It was still very up in the air?

NOLAN: Yes. I think it was his jud%égent that he
probably would run. Jessg had always been
very././.,l think at various
times;/&ou could say that there was no
responsible political figure in the United
States, with the &xception of Jess% who
strongly urged him to run. /|l Now, Jesse is a
very astute guy. He's got very good polit-
ical judggment. He's also very loyal. He
was a good friend of the/P;esident's. He
waéﬂgnggéd friend of Bob's and hekgggza very

A
capable m so I don't want to reflect ad-

versely on JeszL_JJ no ,“

e

;.VAut you could never really tell whether
Jesggs strength, the strength of his recom-
mendation, didn't come out of his own situ-
ation)which was very precarious!:QEe was
hanging on_to the /ﬁtate/ﬁssembly ﬁi:ﬁﬁﬁgJ

as ﬁ%eaker by one vote or something like
that coming out of an election district in

a blue-collar area of South Los Angeles
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where he had sort of squeaked through. He
had done about as much with the A&sembly

in California as George Washington did

with the initial thirteen colonies/but he
could be a noq/pntity at the stroke of an
election official's pen and not even in his
own race. So he was a major figure in danger
of becoming a minar one by events that he
had no control over. So it wasJJJ:In other
words, Jes%%could go for something like that,
andg if he lost, he wasn't losing very much
reallyzand, if he won, he.,/.j./,flf Bob Kennedy
lost in gambling on thelﬂ}esidency, he was
really losing a lot) ‘ﬁertainly all the
way thoough until you get into the February
thing where you make a jud%/pent that he's
not really losing so much after al%,because
inactivity is the equivalent of losing under
certain circumstances. So, I don't know.
Was it Robert Kennedy's view/t@@fégdo you
think, that Unruh was really in it for

R
himself an?nhe had to be regarded that way?
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No.

Not‘%hat he really wasn't interestedybut
that his primary ¢oncern was his own sit-
uation?

No, that oversimplifies it. I think Robert
Kennedy had great respect for Jessf¢ Unruh,
in addition to that
always had, and, / _ . 1., he liked him
and thought a lot of him personally. No,
I think he would start out by taking every-
thing Jess>said at about face value,and he
had great respect for him as a political

pro. But he would discount it because of

this uncertainty about the kind of motiva-

tion that Jessgmay really not haver..you

knOW)it doesn't have to be conscious as

far as Jes

s
;concerned, really. But it's

a factor in evaluating Jess's recommendation.
e
Wh?ﬂ you get to the point where everybody

else is saying one thing and Jess¢is saying

o )
Y SO ;

something else, then you really take a
e T

goodéfﬁard look at it to see whyp ¥ all

these people are wrong and he's the only one
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v
that's right, or is it a special situation

ecause of,
b a G ‘
Then you went back and the next thing,

.—H', that kind of thing.

I guess, would be the meeting at the Smith's
on théﬁ&fﬁﬁgthas that called in advance of

the New#ampshire resultsjr,}é.expectation of
the Neﬁ Hampshire results? Do you remember

when you first heard about that meeting?

Well, I don't remember. The New Hampshire

results were nothing pivotal.

W‘ In the context of those days, tele-

phone conversations and meetings and so on,

nobody really pald any attention to them
AL

because they were,” they would have been
ﬂ/

big news if they were the other way but they

came out exactly as everyone thought they
=i .

o «
would come out. “mhﬁlxﬁiiijﬂﬁﬁi;LéPe'public

reception was an event, I gues%fégbut the

results themselves were nothing. . . »

avO
giEEQE\Can we continue or do you want to

stop? It's up to you.

Well, maybe this would be a good place to
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break. I just told somebody you wanted to

cut it short.
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