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March 13, 1963 

Conversation #1: President Kennedy and Dean Rusk 

President: Hello. 

Sec. Rusk: Mr. President. 

President: Yes. 

Sec. Rusk: We're being pushed pretty hard on the management of news thesis about 
making . . . not making available information on the local currency payments 
we make to Congressmen and Committees traveling abroad. Now this is 
something in which we act solely as the agent of the Congress. I'd like to read 
you three or four sentences to see what you think of it. "In making payments 
of local currency to committees and members of the Congress traveling 
abroad, the Department of State acts as a disbursing agent for the Congress. It 
was determined in 1953 that in as much as the Congress does not have 
disbursing agents abroad, the Department of State would provide that service. 
The relevant legislation confers on the Department no discretion or judgment 
with respect to such payments, which are made on basis of receipts issued by 
Congressional travelers. The Department considers therefore that the question 
of public disclosure of such payments is a question for the Congress to decide. 
The Department would of course comply with any directive received from the 
Congress on the matter." 

President: Yea, that's alright, fine. Are they going to put it out. 

Sec. Rusk: Well, I don't know. We are being put in a great cross fire here. All these 
Congressional committee chairmen say you put it out and we will cut your 
throat. And on the other side the press is saying, well, you are managing news, 
you see. So I think we will just have to pin the responsibility down and if they 
can't get the information from the Congress then that's just their problem. 
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President: Yea, yea. 

Sec. Rusk: Right. 

President: Ok. 

Sec. Rusk: Thank you. 

President: Right. 




