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Dictabelt 23A, Item 23A11

July 10, 1963 

 

JFK: . . . had any private thoughts on it. 

Meany:2

JFK: How much trouble am I going to have with labor if we go for compulsory 
arbitration? 

 Well, let me . . .  

Meany: Well, I don't know. It's, uhf

JFK: Yeah. 

 it's one of these things, [and, and?] make sure 
everybody realizes … 

Meany: . . . you can't have the country shut down. 

JFK: Yeah. Right. 

Meany: Uh, let me, Mr. President, let me talk to Ed Gilbert,3

JFK: Okay, okay. 

 er, and see, or some of 
his boys . . . 

Meany: . . . and see if I can come up with something. But, I, I really don't know. They 
sort of, they sort of got them com-, selves committed [against?] . . .  

JFK: That's right, I don't think they can take on the responsibility. I should think 
that we could get some proposal out of this thing that would save most of 
everybody's jobs. 

Meany: Yeah. Yes, I thought that, that if it went to Arthur4

JFK: Yeah, that was . . . 

 they might get . . .  

                                                 
1 JFK's side of more of this conversation appears in meeting item 97.2. 
2 George Meany.   
3 Henry Edward Gilbert.   
4 Arthur J. Goldberg. 
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Meany: . . . a good view, but evidently they're committed someway, to each other, I 
imagine, on, on the question of arbitration. 

JFK: Yeah, yeah. 

Meany: Well, I don't, I don't have an idea at the moment . . .  

JFK: Good. 

Meany: . . . but let me, let me reach out and see if I can talk to some of the fellows. 

JFK: Yeah, but on, I just wanted to get your private, uh, thought. I'm gonna just talk 
to the Congress and see what they say.  But I'll be talking to you a little later. 

Meany: Fine. 

JFK: Thanks a lot. 




