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Oral History Interview 

with 

ROBERT F . WAGNER 

September 6, 1979 
New York, NY 

By Roberta W. Greene 

For the Robert F. Kennedy Oral History Program 
of the Kennedy Library 

GREENE : This is the first oral history interview with former 
Mayor Robert Wagner . The date is September 6 , 1979 , and 
the place is his office at 425 Park Avenue in New 

York City . Okay, I was asking you about your relationship with 
Robert Kennedy , before he came to New York on his own during t he 
administration and. 

WAGNER : Well , I knew Bob Kennedy through his brother, the 
p r esident, knew him through his brother when Jack 
Kennedy was a congressman and then a United States 

senator . Way back , right after the war , when Kennedy , Jack 
Kennedy , was a congressman, we had a group of veterans' 
organiza tions , organized to call on congress to pass the old 
Wagner--what is it , Wagner-Taft [Robert A . Taft]? I ' ll have to 
think of the other senator , a senator from the South--housin g 
bi l l [Wagner - Ellender (Allen J . Ellender) --Taft Housing Act of 
1949) , which would have helped veterans because of the big 
housing s hortage r i ght af t er World War II . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

Right . 

. and the four young leaders of the veterans 
conference, there were Jack Kennedy--Congressman 
Kennedy- - Congressman Javits [Jacob K. Javits] , and 
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Congressman Roosevelt [Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr], and myself--I 
think I was borough president of Manhattan at the time . And then 
I saw Jack Kennedy off and on when he was here in New York . He 
was in the hosp ital here . I would meet Bobby and, of course, Ted 
Kennedy [Edward M. Kennedy] was a lot younger . I remember 
expressing some interest in going to a Yale-Harvard football 
game . It must have been what , ' 52 or so, sometime in there . In 
those days we used to go back and forth on the specials from New 
York to New Haven for the game and people coming from Boston 
would take the t r ain from Boston to New Haven, and I ran into 
Jack Kennedy , Congressman Kennedy , in the New Haven railroad 
station and Harvard just beat us by one touchdown and it was 
scored by Teddy Kennedy . 

GREENE : Ah! 

WAGNER : . so we were kidding a lot about it. Now Teddy is 
the one carrying the ball there in Washington . Bobby I 
knew , too, during the '60 campaign, when I was mayor of 

New York at the time when we were quite active in the Kennedy 
campaign , and also before that . I ' d come out for John Kennedy 
well before the convention of ' 60 and then I was head of the New 
York d e legation at the convention in 1960 . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

Right. What was your feeling about Robert Kennedy's 
effort in New York? There was a lot of criticism that 
he was brash and 

You mean in ' 50? 

arrogant . Yes . 

WAGNER : Well, they . . The campa i gn here stunned a f e w of 
the old regulars, which was probably good, because the 
next year I had to battle wi th them in a primary 

campaign . And I realized and told Mike Prendergast [Michael H. 
Prendergast) and DeSapio [Carmine G. DeSapio] and the others that 
they were going to have some difficulty because I knew, from 
experience, that a lot of the Democrats--relatively independent 
Democrats, those with wealth--who would be appealed to for 
campaign contributions . I knew this from my own experience and 
the experience of some others that these people would not 
contribute or be organized by the Democratic state committee or 
any of the other local committees . We always had to have 
independent citizens committee for the teachers and labor, 
independent citizens committee for the academi cs .. It w~s never 
consolidated under the political operation here either i n the 
state or city but by a campaign committee of the candidate . The 
independent citizens would come from there and you would sort of 
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treat the state organization. . Well, they had to be around . 

GREENE : Right . 

WAGNER : . but they didn ' t stand for very much . Now the 
Kennedys and their people running t heir national 
campaign understood this very well a nd what they did, 

much to, I ' m sure , the chagrin of some of the people here , not 
o n ly set u p the independent people but had people from outside 
the state come in to run it . 

GREENE : Right . 

WAGNER : Now this has been followed since then . In the last 
campaign-- in '76- -Carter [James E . Carter] had a fellow 
from- -Doherty [Gerard F . Doherty]- - a fellow named 

Doherty from Boston come down here and headed up the state setup . 
I feel . . I could understand that they could trust these 
people , they could trust t hem to see what was taking place and 
that their po l icies were going to be carried out and the loyalty 
woul d b e to the president . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER: 

GREENE : 

And , in a sense , they could pull out afterwards and not 
leave all the New Yorkers . 

That ' s right, and organize it in a different way. 

Did you feel that way at the time, or is that some thing 
that you see i n retros pect ; were you offended at all? 

WAGNER : I wasn ' t offended because I had done it all along . I 
had done it myself when I ran for mayor in ' 53 and then 
again in ' 57 . ' 57 wasn ' t much of a contest, and of 

course , later on in 61 ' we just, we fought ' em, We didn ' t just 
let them come along as a limited partner, we went out and fought 
them and , as a result , we got into some of these difficulties 
that arose in ' 64 and then later, in ' 65. 

I assume we won ' t spend any more time on the ' 60 campaign, 
but a f ter the ' 60 , in ' 61, when I ran on my own against the so-
c a l l ed bosses 

GREENE: Machine. 

WAGNER : . . . both John Kennedy and Bobby Kennedy, whom I used 
to see in the White House with his brother , and 
O' Donnell (Kenneth P . O' Donnell] were very friendly to 

me , but very concerned that I couldn ' t win . Because they wanted 
organization, particularly Charlie Buckley [Charles A . Buckley ] 
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....---.., in the Bronx , who was a great supporter of Jack kennedy and very 
helpful to him when he ran in ' 60 , and Charlie was a good friend 
of mine but I just didn ' t agree with him this time. The reason 
he had this great reputation in the Bronx organization was 
because nobody ever challenged him . 

GREENE : Yes. 

WAGNER : and in ' 61 we did challenge him . I remember t he. 
One of the ways of showing strength is to get a 

lot of signatures on petitions . Well, we got over 
60 , 000 signatures for the primary contest . We knew they were a l l 
good; we had them double-checked because we knew that the 
organization people would go after our petitions very carefully 
and try to knock me off the ballot . Arthur Levitt, who was t he 
candidate of the five l eaders , had two hundred seventy-eighty 
thousand signatures and I remember Jack Kennedy saying to me at 
that time , "Boy, you ' re in trouble! You know, almost four times 
the number of signatures , which indicates great strength. Well , 
Lou Harris [Louis Harris] was doing my polling for me then , who 
had also done po lling fo r the p r esident in ' 60 and also some 
since, after ' 60 . I talked to Lou and we got some young people 
out and took some samp l e ballots- - sample names- - in four of the 
coun~ies . We didn ' t bother about Staten Island, and I think we 
took about four o r five thousand. They went out and found out 
that half of ' em were fake . And the other half, people said .. 

Well, one out of two in the othe r half said, "Yes, I signed 
the petition because t h e captain asked me to , but I ' m going to 
vote for Wagne r ." So we had to make a decision , because I 
remember Jack Ke nnedy saying, " Oh boy , you ' re in tough shape! " 
and I wanted to overcome that because confidence is very 
important in a campaign of this sort to get support . Now , do we 
bring this out that half of them are fake and half of them are 
going to vote, in t he other ha l f, half of that group would vote 
for me? 

GREENE : Ri ght . 

WAGNER : Then I decided. . We kicked it around in our inner 
c ircle and I had to finally make the decision that we 
weren ' t going to say anything. Because, if we said 

that , we would alert these captains who would be a little more 
particular who they were going to bring out to vote on primar~ 
day. We got to primary day and we didn ' t have enough peopl e in 
the Bronx who had courage enough to openly come to support , to 
man mor e than a third of the districts . They didn ' t want to have 
Charlie Buckley with the pad writing down they were against him 
publicly . A lot of them used to tell me--sometimes you ' d believe 
and sometimes you wouldn ' t-- " Yes, I ' m going to vote for you , but 
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I can ' t say anything about it . " Well, we won every district, 
even distri cts where we hadn ' t anybody there, which just showed 
the machine meant nothing . And . . Pardon me . [Interruption] 
Sorry . 

GREENE: It showed how weak Buckley was . 

WAGNER : Yes, it showed that there wasn ' t th is great strength 
that they had . And , after that, I used to see , talk 
about this with Bob Kennedy and the president. We go 

to , in ' 60 . We ' ll move along now . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE: 

WAGNER : 

right . 

GREENE: 

Let me just ask you one question. Did you tell the 
president and Robert Kennedy about the Harris poll 
results? 

Af terward . 

Not at the t ime? 

I didn ' t know . . You can ' t keep those things quiet . 

Right . 

We showed him the results later on . Of course, he and 
Lou were . 

Were they kind of surprised? 

They were quite. . Yeah, they were surprised . They 
didn ' t know whether I had made the right decision in 
not making it public, but , anyway, it worked out all 

Right. 

WAGNER : Maybe I should have; nobody ' ll ever know . 
So, anyway, we oper ated a little more independently and 
then we went after the state chairman . DeSapio was out 

of the picture ; Sharkey [Joseph T . Sharkey] in Brooklyn was out ; 
Charlie Buckley was deflated, although President Kennedy liked 
him very much as a person and I did too . One time we were toyi ng 
with the idea of, try to make, have an understanding with 
Buckley, that he would get out as leader in the Bronx, but would 
not be challenged for his seat in Congress . And we could even 
get Herbert Lehman [Herbert H. Lehman], whom Buckley disliked and 
I think it was mutual. Lehman, who was active in the reform 
movement at the time, to, say after ' 61 and '62 , '' He ' s an older 
man like myself, why not let him stay in Congress a little more . " 
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I mentioned this t o the 
this and he said to me, 
about Charl i e Buckley . 
said, "He growls at me. 

president one day , that maybe we ' d work 
"Why don ' t you talk to him? " meaning me , 
I said, "Look , you ' r e the president. " He 

Gr owls at me !" 

GREENE : He was int i midated by him . 

WAGNER : Yeah , that ' s r ight . Well, h e was a fr i end of hi s 
fathe r 's, you know , and old Charl i e would growl at 
anybody. I t was very funny . Well , anyway, it didn't 

work out and Charlie s tayed on, which wa s a l l right wi th me . I 
got along well with Charlie, except then we got into the 
difficulty in ' 65 , ' 64 and ' 65. We did get rid of Prendergast 
and during tha t we put in Billy McKeon [William H. McKeon ], and 
for a while then I was wearing a few hats . I was mayor , and we 
had a Republi can governor so I was so r t of titular head o f the 
party in the s t ate , and I was clearing some of the patronage from 
Was hi ngton. I n that , I got to talk to Bobby quite a bit on 
federal judges . They ' d want to ge t l i st s from us up here or 
would tell us about some of the lists . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

How did you find h im on that sort o f thing? 

He was very reasonable, reasonable and tough. 

Yes. 

You had to be in that job, always protecting his 
b rother , which was very good and for the good of the 
party , but he was protecting his brother . 

How concerned was he with the quality of the judges? 
Was that a . 

Well , t hey began to clear them with commi ttees f rom the 
Ameri can Bar Association . They got some p retty good 
judges . 

Th at wasn ' t a problem for you? You still had enough? 

WAGNER : No . No . Never any problem . One t ime they sent up, 
they wanted to put a Republican on the bench . There 
were so many Democrats on the f edera l bench here , and 

they sent up the names of , oh , three or f our people who were 
active in the Republican par t y , as wel l as pretty good lawyer s . 
But these were fe llows who were being mentioned to run fo r mayor , 
run for s enator , run for governor , and I sa i d , "What are we 
doing? You know , awar ding people l ike that . There are a lot of 
oth er Republicans around ." So they said , "Well , you send us a 
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name of a Republican and we ' ll see what we think of it ." 
Wel l , I c alled up a former j udge here , one o f t he top 

lawyers in New Yo rk , Judge Simon Rifkind [S imon H. Rifkind], who 
was my father's first secretary i n Washington when dad (Robert 
Fer dinand Wagner) firs t went to the United Stat es Senate in 1927. 
Sy and I are friends . He used t o be in our l aw firm, and I said 
to Sy , and he was one o f those I used to con sul t with qu i te a lot 
when I was mayor , "Give me a name of a good Republican who i s not 
i n the political , active polit i cal field ." 

GREENE: Mainstream. 

WAGNER: And he gave me judge, a fellow named Mc Lean [Edwa rd c. 
McLean] who was wi th one of the b ig Wall Str eet law 
firms , excellent l ayer . I think actually he was one of 

those lawyers who had defended Hiss (Alger Hiss ] , too , a t the 
time , in that group of lawyers who had defended him . He lived 
i n, I thi nk , New Canaan, Connecticut , but that was within the 
Southern District Lines and . . Excellent background, active 
in the bar associations and they were very grateful a nd t hey 
nominated him. He only d ied a year or two ago, rather ear ly in 
life , but he was an excellent judge . 

But, interestingly enough, I saw John Bailey [John M. 
Bailey] shortly after McLean was sworn in as a judge . He wa s an 
o ld friend of mine and, of course , a great supporter of John 
Kennedy and was nationa l chairman for him. He said, "What are 
you doing to me? " I said, What , John? " He said, " Th i s Mc Lea n !" 
"Well ," I said , "he ' s a very high- class lawyer and I didn't want 
any of these fellows act i ng politically," a nd h e said, "Acting 
politi c ally ! He ' s a judge up here in New Canaan and he was on 
t h e Republ i c an nominating, the Republ i cans nominated him for the 
bench ." You know , one o f those things where you act a t n ight , I 
guess , for a couple of hours a wee k. And he said, "All these 
Democratic l eaders are saying , ' Now I see how you become a 
judge ' --district judge- - ' you have to b e a Republican to do it !"' 
[Laughter ] It was very amusing . 

GREENE: 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

So he was no competition from New York but up in 
Connecticut. 

And I never realized that he had anything like tha t . 

That ' s funny . 

WAGNER : John used to kid me a bout that all the time . But , 
a n yway , so I did have, you know , contact . Bobby was 
a ttorney general , was very interested in some of our 

first antipoverty programs he r e . Actually , we started the 
antipoverty before t he federal government really got into it . It 
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was in the Kennedy adminis tration, though, that it began , from 
the n at i on a l point of view , that they began to get some money, 
get a round and , Mobi l ization for Youth program on t he East Si de , 
wh ich , I gues s , is s till operating from here . We started that , 
and we did , out of t he first financing o f the study . And in 
those days , the local government , here , we we r e pic king up 90 
percent o f the bill and t he federal government , 10 percent . Now , 
it ' s just the o ppos ite. 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

The opposite , r ight . 

And Bobby was very interested and we talked a lo t on 
the phone on that when he came up and talked t o me 
about i t. So we funded it here . He was very i nterested 

and very active in the s e programs . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

Did he often have s u ggestions to o ff e r, or it was 
mainly a question of keepi ng him aware o f what you we r e 
doing? 

No . On Mobilization, h e had sugge stions ; he was very 
actively involved in it , very actively involved . 

Do you remembe r some of the things that he was most 
concerned with? 

WAGNER : Gee , I don ' t o f f hand, but I know that he . . And he 
worked at it . He had Herbert Lehman phone me to make 
sure that I ' d get up the money- -the c ity would get up 

the money- - and his . . He had some staff . . I went down to 
Washi ngton a nd used to see him i n his office there , in the 
attorney general ' s office, on these matters, on political matters 
as well . I can ' t remember anything specific . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

Who was at the ' 62 governor ' s race? Do you remember 
that? Stratton [Samuel S . Stratton) and Mo rgenthau 
[Robert M. Morgenthau) and . 

' 62? Yeah . 

They were very active in that . 

WAGNER : O' Connor [ Frank D. O ' Connor], Frank O' Connor was t here 
and I , we . Lou Harris was involved in thi s a 
littl e bit too because he was , sort of , representing 

the president on the polls , and Jim Farley [James A . Farley] was 
very anxious to run for governor t hat year . It was the fee ling 
t hat , down in Washington and some areas , that he was a little 
old, but thi s woul d have been the crowning gem for him, t h e final 
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gem in the crown of success of his. And O ' Connor wanted it and 
Sam Stratton, and there was a concern because we had a tough 
opponent, Nelson Rockefeller [Nelson A. Rocke fe ller] . 

We had a lot o f conferences on that wi th the president, wi t h 
Bobby, and I was the one up here who was handling it , together 
with Paul Screvane [Paul R . Screvane ] , Beame [Abraham D. Beame), 
who were my fell ows who ran o n the ticket with me in '61 . We 
took polls and the i nte r esting thing about it was that Morgenthau 
ran well among t he Democratic candida t es ' cause the name was 
known . 

GREENE: Name , right . 

WAGNER: and his father 

GREENE : His whole family. 

WAGNER: . f ami ly name, almost like the Lehmans , a well -
known f a mi l y n ame. And it was decided that we would , 
at the White House , which included Bobby, that we woul d 

pus h for Morgenthau. Bob is a wonderful fellow; he wasn ' t a 
dynamic speaker but , i n many ways , he wasn ' t a bad candidate . He 
was pretty goo d when he ' d get in a debate with Nelson , but, on 
the stump, it was a little hard for him . At the conven tion , I 

-, think it was up in Syracuse 

GREENE : Tha t ' s right . 

WAGNER : . if I remember, and John English [John F . English] 
o f Nassau , was very b i tter . He wa s a b ig Frank 
O ' Connor man . He stormed up on the platform on a 

ruling against Frank O' Connor . He was a nice guy, not a g reat 
district attorney, but he had won as pres ident of the Ci ty 
Council h ere in New York and . . No , I guess he was . 
No , that was later o n . This time he was district attorney in 
' 62 , he was still district attorney in Queens . But h e had a good 
presence and a good speaker and , what ' s more , h e had , in many 
ways, a more able wife that h e --his wife was more able than he 
was in many ways- -Helen O' Connor , very , very able woman . 

Wel l , anyway , we had this plot to put Bob Morgenthau over 
and we won at the convention . I t was . . A little bitterness 
there . And then we had the first b l ack on the statewide ticket, 
Ed Dudley [Edward R . Dudley ] . Ed was borough president of 
Manhattan , and a former . . He was the first black ambassador 
in our history of the gove rnme n t . He was with Liberia, and a 
f ine man; he ' s still . . He ' s a supreme court judge here in 
Ne w York; I see him occasionally . And I had to persuade him to 
run; h e didn ' t want to do it , b ut I said you h ave to break some , 
break down some barriers here . We ll, as it t urned out , he didn' t 
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do any better than anybody e ls e in t he black areas , interestingly 
enough. 

GREENE: 

WAGNER: 

GREENE: 

WAGNER: 

GREENE : 

WAGNER: 

GREENE: 

Is that right? 

A little bit . That often happens . . Exaggerated . 

Was there ever any thought that he had dragged them 
down elsewh e re? 

No. 

Because I kn ow , later on , when they considered running 
Paterson [Basi l A . Paterson) in ' 68 as a running , fo r 
governo r 

That was lieutenant - governor, yeah . 

. lieut enant -gov ernor , yeah. 

WAGNER : I nominated h i m, Paterson , at t he time , Basil . I 
think , wel l, they always t r y to blame it on . 
Well, I t hink that ticket wa s a terribl e ticket . There 

were three Jewish c andi dates and one Cathol i c , and the Catholic 
was ?aterson, the b l a ck. But you t ake, f or instance, just to 
divert a second, I come from the Yorkville area, and it was 
always supposed to be the Nazis and al l that sort of business . I 
was the assembl yman t here . The y used to attack me . I was 
friendly to the Jews ; my fathe r was . We were supposed to be 
Jewish, which was all right . I f ound out that we were , which was 
the time, half Irish and half German . But Lehman wou l d run ahead 
of the ticket in that area . Herbert Lehman would run ahead of 
t he ticket ! Of course, most of these troublemakers were coming 
into Yorkville from t he outside , they weren ' t living there . 

GREENE: 

WAGNER : 

excuse . 

They weren ' t vo t ing ther e . 

We had Jewish assembl ymen , Jewish a ldermen , it made no 
d i fference , really. I think they ' r e exaggerat e d 
s ome t ime . It ' s when you lose , they look f or s ome 

Anyway , we also had a terr ible time to get Arthur Levit t to 
run again . He had been beaten in ' 61 . I beat him in the 
primaries in ' 61, and he wanted to just become a judge and get 
out of it altogether . He was an asset to the ticket , I always 
f el t. And, finally, I h ad to persuade his wife, Dorothy [Dorothy 
Levitt], who ' s a great person, a great , old friend of mine . She 
was a schoo l teacher for many years, and a very , ve r y wonderful 
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woman , on the phone from Syracuse . I said, "He ' s going to be all 
right, he ' s going to win , and we need him," and she said, "Well , 
I don ' t listen to a lot o f those politicians, but you, Bob, if 
you tell me you think he can do it, all right," because he was 
consulting with her . He ran , won big. 

GREENE : And went on to win and win and win and win. 

WAGNER : Yes . We ll, he had been elected before that , but he 
thought that the ' 61 t hing would hurt him very much. 
And it was so interesting , the day after the e l ection, 

in ' 62 , suddenly he appeared early in the morning at Gracie 
Mansion and he said, "I took a chance t hat you were still here." 
He said , "I just want to thank you for what you did to get me to 
r un again. " He said , " It ' s vindicated me--the vote did yesterday
- and I feel great and I j ust want to thank you very much. 11 We ' ve 
always been great friends . 

Anyway , that convention, I think as they do in so many of 
the state conventions, they don ' t pay enough attention to the 
candidate for the United States Senate. A lot of these 
politicians aren ' t that interested in the United States Senate 
because there's not much patronage: the mayor has it , the 
governor has it, the president, of course. Those are the jobs 
where the patronage emanates from. And they sort of let i t 
drift, and they finally nominated Jim Donovan [James B . Donovan] , 
who was head of t he Board of Education--had been one of the 
principal lawyers at the Nuremburg Trials --but Jim was just a 
disaster as a candidate . He . 

GREENE : He had a l so helped to negotiate on the Cuban thing. 

WAGNER : The Cuban thing , that ' s right . He had a lot of 
credentials and I knew the family, a Bronx family . But 
it was just a disaster; nobody paid enough a ttention to 

t hat contest of really trying to get a. . He looked pretty 
good, but I knew there were problems there because he. . I ' d 
known him a long time . 

GREENE: 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

Was it also because Javits was so strong? 

Javits was strong, too , but he didn ' t put up much of a 
campaign. But Javits was at that time , was very 
strong . Javits-- I ran against Javits in ' 56 . 

' 56, right . 

Lehman got out, and before I could even say anything I 
was him nominee when he re tired, and Stevenson [Adlai 
E. Stevenson] called me and asked me to run . I didn ' t 
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want to ; I fe l t that the mayor o f New Yo r k was a little more 
important t han a fi r st year s enator , and my father had been 
t here . Everybody said I wanted to go but it wasn ' t real l y so . 
You want to branch out on your own ; I didn ' t want everybody to 
say, "His f ather did this, now what i s he going to do about it?" 
And dad was in there in a di ff e rent day and we were . We had 
differe nt p roblems than the old labor days and the socia l 
security days when we were fir s t enacting these t hings; it was a 
different atmosphere then . And this , we get into that in ' 64 , 
the same t h ing happened . 

GREENE: Right . 

WAGNER : But anyway , I ran a mi l lion one hundred thousand votes 
ahead of the ti cket, but I still lost by four hundred 
thousand because Stevenson los t by a million six, a 

million six ; he j ust couldn ' t make it . But my son- - my two sons-
and myself are the only ones who remember the vote, you know, 
becaus e you either you win or you don ' t win in this po litical 
business , no second place. And, wel l, anyway, that campaign 
ended with Morgenthau . He didn ' t do quite a s badly a s people 
antici pated ; he got some vo te s because it ' s a well-known name, 
and he was a fellow of great int egrity . But Nelson is a tough 
campaigner and had a lot of money . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

you know. 

Did you think the Kennedys did enough for Morgenthau? 

Well, you know , I'm sure Lhey tried to help all they 
could . They were inter ested in him . After all , you 
can do just so much and then it ' s up to the candidate , 

GREENE : But there ' s always criticism; it seems that . 

WAGNER : That ' s r i ght . Should have done more here and there . 
But , after al l , there were a lot o f other state s where 
they had elections; he just couldn ' t concentate only in 

New York State , because I don ' t th i nk Bobby , at that time, had 
any idea of running . 

Well , anyway , l et me get on to ' 60 . Johnson [Lyndon B. 
Johnson] came in after the a ssass i nation i n November '63 . Just 
as a sideline , when he made his first speech to Congress, a few 
days after the assassinat ion, suddenly I got a phone cal l . I was 
invit e d to come to the White House for breakfast and then go 
with , sit with the family for the speech . They said, you ' re 
i nvit e d , Dick Daley [Richard J . Da ley] from Chicago, and a fellow 
named Sanders, Sanders , Sanders [Carl E . Sanders] of Texas, he 
was governor of Texas . 
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GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

Barefoot . 
Sanders . 

. No , that wouldn ' t be Texas . Barefoot 

Barefoot Sanders , he was then governor of Texas , of 
Georgia. 

Georgia, Barefoot Sanders, yes. 

WAGNER : Whatever his first name was, the only t ime I had ever 
met him in my life. And we couldn ' t figure out , the 
three of us, why we were picked out , and Johnson had a 

l ittle talk with us privately be f ore going up to the Hill . We 
went up and sat with the family , you know , and he said, " You 
know, in ' 60, you fellows were right," because I came out for 
Kennedy eventually, Dick Daley did and Sanders down in Georgia 
was one of the only ones down there , I guess , who did . "And," he 
said, " and I was wrong in ' 60, " Johnson said. He was looking for 
the nomination in ' 60 . He said, "Now I ' m right . " We said, "Okay , 
now you ' re right ." [La ughte r] That was the e xtent of the 
conversation. We went up and listened to the speech and then 
came back and had a buffet, or whatever i t was , and then went on 
our way . 

Johnson kept in touch with me , but I also saw Bobby, the 
attorney general , you know, I kept up the friendship with him . 
My first wife- - my late wife - -died in March of ' 64 . She had been 
sick with cancer , and before that fo r quite a while back, six 
months , and Bobby came up to the funeral , the wake first . She 
was at Campbell ' s and then for the Mass , and the president came 
up , too. Th en I lived a t the Carlyle [Carlyle Hotel] because I 
wanted them to . I had the boys up. They wanted to get away from 
the Mansion until they redecorated the room where she and I lived 
together, the bedroom. Then I began to talk to Bobby a little 
bit . He was thinking about New York and he was always very nice 
about it. And he said, if you ' re interested in it, if I was 
interested in running for the Senate , then he had no interest, 
but if I didn ' t, then it was a different thing . At the same time 
Adlai Stevenson was talking to me along the same line, he was 
interested in it then . And I said, "Well, you ' ve got to make up 
your mind, Adlai, you know, are you or not? " Well, you know, 
Adlai was a wonderful fellow but he had a hard time coming to a 
decision . I. . Well, before the convention in Atlantic City . 

. How ' s your time? 

GREENE : 

WAGNER: 

GREENE : 

Oh, my time is fine; I ' m just wa t ching the machine 
because it doesn ' t have a signal . 

We ' ll try to make this . 

No, no. I have plenty of time . 
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WAGNER : I talked to Bobby a few times, and we met in the 
Carlyle , h ad a drink there , and so on and so forth . 
And he was concerned about running for vice pres ident. 

He was mentioned as a possibility . I don ' t know what discussions 
he had with Johnson about it , but he did say to me, "Well , you 
know , a president can make or break a vice president . He can 
just ignore him , put him in a closet and [not] give him any 
assignments , or he can give him a lot of assignments ." And h e 
didn ' t know what Johnson would do with him . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

Did he seem definitely to want it, would you say, at 
that point? 

Vice president? 

Yes . 

WAGNER : He certainly was talking about it . It was an 
a ttraction to him, but I think this was a f ear . At 
least, I ' m sure he expressed this to people who were 

closer to him far more than he did to me . As I said, my 
closeness was more with the brother, with Jack, but I knew Bobby 
and I liked him and we got along quite well . He, I think, had 
great doubts as to what would happen to him if her were elected 
vice president . Then a lot of his friends here in New York, John 
English and some others, who were talking to him about coming 
her e and running for the Senate . Anyway , he would talk to me 
about it and I told him at that time , " Look , I am not a 
candidate , I don ' t want it, my wife just died, I don ' t know even 
whether I ever want to run again here, with the two boys and 
trying to take care of them . They were younger, you know, at 
school , one was at college , one was at prep school . I'm t i r ed, I 
don ' t want to go back and forth to Washington . Plus the fact 
that I' m not that interested in it, for reasons I said before . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

Bobby . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE: 

Uh , hum . 

And then we had some regional meetings . I remember one 
up in Westchester whe re a lot of the leaders came 
around, and they, a lot of them were very strong for 

That was the one with English and McKeon, where they 
had a poll? 

I think so . 

Yes . 
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WAGNER: And Adlai was still . . He didn't know what he 
wanted to do. And he had a cl a im, too , because he was 
actually living in New York as a representative of the 

UN [United Nations) ; he was living at the Waldorf Towers . But 
when he finally got in touch with me, he said, "Well , I t hink I 
am interested," and I said, "It's a little too late . " You know, 
the thing was too far gone ; Bobby had too much of a l ead on him , 
and he didn ' t try to challenge him. It began to move in that 
direction and then , in Atlantic City , at the convent ion , the 
presidential convent i on, I flew down with Bobby to it and I had a 
cocktail reception for him at the hotel where we were staying . I 
thi nk it was the Ritz ; it was terrible, I remember . In the old 
days the Ritz was g r eat , but by the time, ' 64 , it was in 
shambles . And we actually had all of the Democratic leaders and 
the county leaders in the state and some of the rank and file 
that he hadn ' t got a chance to meet. But that was my gesture to 
say that I was al l for him at the convention, at the Democratic 
convention there . He had a lot of Senate rapport . 

Johnson, in the meanwhile, was for him . He called me up, 
" He ' d be a great fellow up there and we can control him," and he 
found out he d i dn ' t control him . Then, when we had the 
Democratic state convention, at that time we had a convention not 
a primary 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

It was in the Armory . 

. at the Armory on 34th Street, and I nominat ed 
him, and acclamation and then he went on from there 
against Keating [Kenneth B . Keating) . 

I have a number of questions on this period, up to the 
time . 

Right . 

. that the decision was made . 

Is this what you want to hear? 

GREENE : Exactly, but I have some other things about it before 
we move ahead . 

Well, you didn ' t want to run yourself, and you say that 
Kennedy was interested ; why was there thi s great lag in time, 
between the time that he first started to tal k t o you about it 
and , I think your final announcement of support wasn't until 
August. Why did you hold back all that time? 

WAGNER : When was the convention? The convention was in July, 
wasn ' t it? 
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GREENE: 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

No . The convention was in. 

The Democratic state convention, I mean, the national 
convention? 

The national convention was in August . 

Was it? 

Yes, they were right close together ; you went right 
from one to the other . I have to get the d a t e, but it 
was very late that year . 

was it? 

later than it usua lly is. Well , I can get the 
exact date , but . 

WAGNER : Well, I did say to him . . I thought it . . Well, 
we had a number. . He was in Washington and he ' d 
come up to New York and we ' d have a number of sessions 

at it . And I thought it would be much better that, rather than 
me immediately come out, let him move around and get the s upport, 
but I was trying to put it on him . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

Did he understand that , do you think? 

I ' m not so sure whether he did at times . He kep t 
urging me to move . 

GREENE : Because your public statements were kind of equivocal . 
In one case, I r emember you saying, " . an 
accomplished public official who deserves serious 

cons ideration," but you never really . . I thought maybe it 
was because of your loyalty to the re formers and their reluctance 
to see him come in . 

WAGNER : Well, I think that a lot of them were unhappy about it . 
The re was some gal, what was her name? A blond girl, 
was never any great friend of mine, but all of a sudden 

she got very excited about, had to stop Bobby, and I thought 
that . . I have sometimes a different approach to, maybe , 
those who are more direct . I said I think it has to bui ld up, 
build up a little more . I think he understood it 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

Yes . 

because we had a ground plan and it all worked 
out . I took him down to the convention, met everybody, 
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and then we nominated him, and he got the nomination by 
acclamation . Somet imes people thought I moved too slowly, but at 
least we didn ' t have any trouble. Sometimes i f you . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

Plunge in . 

. plunge r ight in a nd t hen i t all starts to break 
a ll over the place . 

Uh, huh . Back fire . 

WAGNER : I think at least while I said, I didn ' t say the whil e 
that I wasn ' t interested . We held the floo r . I mean 
there wasn 't anybody trying to jump in and all , and, in 

the meantime, he wa s building up and some of the reformers , as 
you said, now that you mention it , were not very happy about it . 
They thought he was too political and of the old school, attached 
to the machine , the Buckleys , and so on and so forth . 

GREENE : If you remember, also , on June 19 of that year was when 
Edward Kennedy had that airplane accident . 

WAGNER : Oh , yes . 

GREENE : And Robert Kennedy withdrew after that , and said he was 
no longer considering it . 

WAGNER : That ' s right , I ' d forgotten about that , yes . 

GREENE : . and there was th i s real hiatus when nothing 
happened . 

WAGNER : That's right . 

GREENE : . and it wasn ' t until he went to Poland and 
Germany, i n the end of June to the beginning of July , 
and that was the period where there was a lot o f press , 

and the whole momentum started again . 

WAGNER : That ' s right . Well , the . . I think , too , I don ' t 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

know with Johnson, but they were having little sparr ing 
matches, too. 

Right, and then on the twenty- ninth of July Johnson 
eliminated him by saying no one from the cabinet . . 

That ' s right , that's right . 

. would be the vice president and that really .. 
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WAGNER : He knew at that t i me that he had . 

GREENE : I t ' s interesting, that mee t ing that you referred to, 
which, I think, is the one that I ' m thinking of , also, 
in Westchester where Billy McKeon and Jack Engl ish had 

this poll that English and Crotty (Peter J . Crotty] had , showing 
that Robert Kennedy had the greatest chance 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

Peter Crotty from Buffalo , yes . 

I wonder if you felt that they were really trying to 
p ush you on that, and if you resented it at all , or if 
that was just . 

WAGNER: Well, I know they were trying to push me, you know, and 
I ' ve dealt with those fellows a long while . Pe t er is 
s till a very great friend of mine. I see him whenever 

he comes to New York . Yes, they were pushing . They were 
obviously pushing for him very hard, and I thought, at that time, 
we should keep it open a little bit . Adlai was still in the 
picture . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

That ' s what I was wondering , was if Stevenson . 

Adlai was still in the picture, you know , h e ran twice 
for the presidency , he deserved some consideration . 

What would have happened if Stevenson had decided--this 
is hypothetical- - but if Stevenson had decided he did 
want to run . 

Well, it would have been a donnybrook, I th i nk . I 
think Kennedy would have won at the convent ion because . 

You would have been in a tough spot . 

WAGNER : In a tough spot, yes . But I never felt that Adlai - - I 
think he had come to the conclusion himself- -I never 
felt that he would really get around to i t. He was 

being pushed by some of his p eop le here , whether , you know, for 
him at that stage, t o go in as a junior senator, a little odd . 

GREENE : What about your concern that Robert Kennedy promised to 
l is ten to all the Democrats and not . . The whole 
bossism i ssue , whi ch was heavily under discussion, was 

that something you talked with him about or was that something . 
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WAGNER: Well , we understood each other on that and he ' d been 
there when I talked to . . I was a little tougher on 
him because I had to fight them, you know, and they 

were friendly with Charlie , and I was too , but, you know, after 
a l l , in the ' 61 primary Charlie Buckley was using his printing 
press in the basement of his club up there in the Bronx to get 
out scurrilous literature on me, pictures of Mrs . Roosevelt [Anna 
Eleanor Roosevelt], Stalin [Joseph V. Stalin], and myself , you 
know, it's a communist . 

GREENE : He must be mad . 

WAGNER : You know, it ' s a little hard to say he ' s a wonderful 
fellow and he ' s your friend and therefore he has to be 
mine . I remember Jack I<ennedy saying to me , "Oh, you 

know, look what Hubert Humphrey tried to do t o me i n "- - where was 
i t- -"West Virginia . 

GREENE : What they did to Hubert Humphrey . 

WAGNER : " . and I f orgave him, why can ' t you be the same way 
with . " [Interruption] 

BEGIN TAPE II 

GREENE : The other thing I was wondering if you ever discussed 
directly with him was the whole patronage i ssue, and 
did you seek any assurances on that, t ha t you would 

still be consulted and . 

WAGNER : On, you mean on . . If he was with the Senate? 

GREENE : If he was to be elected, yes . 

WAGNER : Well , most o f that patronage . . We had a state 
chairman, then Billy McKeon, and, at first, when, and 
McKeon was my choi ce, as well as the choice of the 

Kennedys in Washington . I do believe McKeon came from Albany , 
and for a while he just handled it no rth of the Bronx and I still 
kept it here . But it was a chor e for me, and one that I didn't 
like very much . You know, that you had this constant pressure 
with these fellows . The most difficult t h ing in the world, as 
I ' m sure you ' ve already learned too, is to- -particularly in 
politics-- i s to convince somebody that they haven't got the 
ability to fill a particular job , you know . And why was I 
getting involved? I had enough of my own patronage problems in 
the city, and I was glad to turn it over . [Interrupt ion] 
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GREENE : ~ou were not looking for that. 
patronage . 

. You said the 

WAGNER : That ' s right . Again , I remember one time , Sarge 
Shriver [R. Sargent Shriver]--he was in charge of, at 
that time , the Peace Corps--and he was coming up here 

to clear some names with me , and also to try to get John Rooney 
[John J. Rooney] over here in Brooklyn, a congressman, who was a 
real hard-core , but a great supporter of Jack Kennedy, a real 
hard- core organization man, to approve some reformer over there 
in his area , which we finally did, because we had to hit him on 
the head to do it . And Sarge was a great friend, but, you know, 
he ' s an exuberant fellow, and he wanted to get a fellow named 
Bill Haddad [William F . Haddad] 

GREENE : Oh , yeah. 

WAGNER : . of the Peace Corps down there. Haddad was 
worki ng fo r the World Telegram, I think, at that time, 
and, gee, he was beating my brains out, and I used to 

get sore at Bill because he ' d never even ask me about it, you 
know, he ' d write . And so he said would I okay Haddad . I said, 
" Provided you send him to darkest Africa , permanently, " you know . 
And about two weeks l ater I was somewhere and Haddad was covering 
the meeting and he said, "What are you so mad at me for, may I 

~.........._ ask? You told Sarge Shriver you wanted me to be sent permanently 
to darkest Africa ." And I said, "You bet I did ." But I was glad 
to get that out of the way and . Well, h e and I never had 
very much probl ems on the patronage ; of course, we ' d talk it out . 
Maybe he had with me, I don ' t know, but I never had, I neve r 
remember having any with him. 

GREENE : No , I was more interested in whether you sought any 
assurances in advance that . 

WAGNER : I never had to ask him for any assurances, because the 
senators had their own problems . I think . . I 
remember the president, Johnson, saying to me, "We l l, 

I ' m glad you ' re for Bobby for the Senate . I think it would be 
all right ." And he said, "You know, a president and a mayor of 
New York, we can take care of a first year senator . " But he 
found out he couldn't. 

GREENE : Right . 

WAGNER : The first judgeship he wanted, I think, was Rosenberg 
[Gustave G. Rosenberg ] up here who h a d been p resident 
of the Board of Education , and he was being pushed by 

Al ex Rose of the Liberal Party . He was a grea t supporte r o f Jack 
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Kennedy and , I thought , of Bobby, not as close as he was to Jack , 
you know , they were pushing. And they thought Bobby would give 
it to him, and Bobby wouldn ' t move, he wouldn't move at all. He 
a sserted his influence , his independence, rather early . He could 
do it . 

GREENE : On national is sues as wel l . 

WAGNER : Ye s , that ' s r i ght , that ' s r ight . I nev er worried so 
much about that . I know that when we were at the 
c onvention in ' 64 , I think there was some concern down 

t he re in Atlan ti c City that there was going to be a movement to 
try to nominate him and , well, it didn't develop . 

GREENE: 

WAGNER: 

GREENE: 

o f that . 

I n fact , Johnson arrange for it, if you remember , the 
film 

Yes. 

arranged to have that film at the very end of the 
c onvention instead of in the beginn ing when it was 
supposed to have been presented because he was afraid 

WAGNER : They were worried that Bobby would make a speech early 
and all that sort of business ; well, it didn ' t develop . 
Johnson , I had spo ken to him about putting Ed We is l 

[Edwin L . Weisl] in as the Democratic national committeeman . You 
had to change them at the Democratic convention . I don ' t know, 
they ' ve changed the rules now, I suppose they ' ve changed them . 
But that's when the national committeeman and woman-- in those day 
t here wasn ' t persons--for the next four years . DeSapio was one 
and, obviously , he wasn ' t going to be renominated because he was 
knocked out in ' 61 as leader and so on and so fo r th . He played 
no role in the convention; I think he wa a delegate or something . 
And I was chairman of t h e delegation again in ' 64 . Anyway, we, 
what ' s his name, had some hesitation about being a candidate-
Weisl- - because h e had had some law dispute with old Joe Kennedy 
[Joseph P. Kennedy, Sr . ] on some legal problem . He had 
represented one side, the opposite side . It got to be a little 
bitter and he had a feeling that Bobby Kennedy would be, the 
Kennedy family led by Bobby , would be against him, but i t didn ' t 
develop at all . I called the president and said , "Most people up 
here thought Ed would be very good ." Of course, he was close to 
Johnson , probably t he closest one in the State of New York to 
Johnson , and man of independent wealth; he wasn't looking for 
anything for himself, he was older, fit in the picture pretty 
well. 

I remember I was testifying at the ' 64 convent ion--I was 
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head of the foreign lan guage groups with the Democratic National 
.-.. Committee--and I testified at a hearing for one of the committees 

right after Governor Wallace [George C . Wallace] , the fi r st time 
I ever saw him in action . And then I got a phone call as I was 
leavin g the auditorium there where they had the hearing o f this 
committe e in Washington , and I went to a phone booth and called 
back this number . It was Walter Jenkins on the wire, calling for 
Johnson , saying, " Okay on Eddie Weisl. " I always remember coming 
out of that . I t was Wal t er Jenkins , one of the few times I ever 
talked to h im . But , he was the fellow who said, "Okay on Ed, the 
preside nt said okay on Eddie Weisl ." Do you have some more 
quest i ons? 

GREENE : Yes . Well I was wonder i ng about some of the , well, 
your nominating speech , for one thing . Was that 
something your staff wrote or was that something that 

the Kennedys helped with at the con . 

WAGNER : I t h ink Marty Camp [ ] wrote it . 

GREENE : Yes . And what about planning sessions, do you r ecall 
any after the convention, for the campaign? 

WAGNER : Well , I know that we had a number of them t h at I was 
at . I mean, he had us in a group that were working and 
I went and spoke for him . And I remember he asked me 

to tape a television speech for him, I think a fifteen-minute 
speech, going a f ter Keating as a liberal . 

GREENE : Yes , that was toward the end of the campaign . Very, 
very good . 

WAGNER : Yes , and we did cut him up quite a bit . We had a l ot 
of research . We cut up Keating on it and I remember 
Bobby calling me up after the speech and saying that--I 

guess I did it live . 

GREENE: Yes . 

WAGNER : and he said, " I think this is the turning point 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

for us ." 

A number of people said they thought that was the best 
thing . 

We cut him down, you know . 

Who wrote that speech, do you remember? Was that your 
staff? 
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WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

for them, 

. .,,: 

.. . 

Some of our st~ff , Julius Edelstein [Julius C . C . 
Edelste i n] , two or three others we had then . 

How was i t dec i ded 
Ruggieri] and Debs 
Kennedy campaign? 
did you offer? 

that Bernie Ruggieri [Bernard J . 
Myers [ ) would go over to the 
Was that your offer or they asked 

WAGNER : We , they asked for ' em, and we offered t hem to ' em . 
Debs was my press secretary and Bernie was my 
representative up in Albany who knew the Albany scene 

well . He ' s a very f i ne fellow and he became close to the Kennedy 
people . 

GREENE : I was going to say , they apparently worked very , very 
well , which you don ' t find very frequently . 

WAGNER : That ' s r ight . They were the fellows from my outfit 
t h at we r e over there with it . Bernie, I think , 
traveled with him , too, because he knew . He had 

b e en up i n Albany that length of time and he knew the loca l 
assemblymen and the senators , and he was helpful t o Bobby. 

GREENE : 

WAGNER: 

GREENE: 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE: 

WAGNER : 

po i nt . 

You said before, you thought of Bill Haddad . Remember 
he did that piece, "The Myth of Keating ' s Libera l ism?" 
Do you remember that piece at all? 

I think so , yes . 

Yes , that was a very effective . 

Very , very helpful. Yeah, very . I liked Bill; now 
we ' re g r eat friends . 

Yes , but he was, he is kind of brash, I guess. 

Oh yes , he ' d say the damndest things, never check , you 
know . I think he thought that was a smart 
newspaperman, you know how it is . 

Yes. What about some of the other people that were 
around Kennedy, vanden Heuvel [William J . vanden 
Heuvel) and . 

Yes , Bill was a little unhappy with me at one point 
because I think I turned him down for approva l on a j ob 
in Washington . I didn ' t think that he had it at that 
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I 
I 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

At what point was that? 

I think he ' s improved a lot . This was what , in ' 62 or 
something like that . 

Oh , during your administration? 

WAGNER : Yeah. It was quite a big job and I just didn ' t think 
he had that much experience . I like Bill now--he ' s 
over in Geneva--and we ' ve been good friends since then . 

For some reason or other, I couldn ' t be for him when he ran for 
district attorney. I was for Bob Morgenthau . I was chairman of 
his c~mpaign , so . . But we ' re good friends . I ' d never let 
any of t hat stuff ever bother me , myself . Personally I ' m not 
particularly bitter about it , and you can't be for everybody; 
you ' ve got to make a decision once in a while . Therefore . 
They were good, very devoted; a little pushy and arrogant, you 
know , but they wouldn ' t do it to me . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

Who in particular? 

I used to hear that about them; they never would do it 
to me at that point. I ' ve forgotten who . 

What about Justin Feldman [Justin M. Feldman]? Of 
course he was a New Yorker , but . 

WAGNER : Yes, I knew Justin well before Bobby did . He used to 
be with Frank Roosevelt [Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr . ] ; 
he was in his law firm with him and I think he was, you 

know, he was associated with Roosevelt way back , in the reform 
movement on the West Side . Justin ' s all right , no grea t bargain, 
but he ' s a bright enough fellow, a little chesty , too . 

GREENE : And then John Nolan [John E . Nolan] was his counterpart 
from the Kennedy side . 

WAGNER : I didn ' t know him particularly well . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER: 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

You don ' t r emember him, okay . And Joe Dolan [Joseph F. 
Dolan ] who was. 

Dolan is a nice guy . I liked Joe, yes . 

And John Douglas [John W. Douglas] and Ed Guthman 
[Edwin O. Guthman]. I don ' t know if you were in much 
contact with them. 

I know those fellows; they used to fly on the plane 
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GREENE: 

WAGNER : 

GREENE: 

WAGNER: 

when I went upstate with them a number of times and 
they ' d always send a plane. They were from Washington . 

Right . 

Yeah , I think they were in the a ttorney general ' s 
office . 

Justice Department. 

Yes, they were very able fellows . I like them . 

GREENE : What about basic strategy, do you remember discussions 
about how the campaign should proceed, and how you 
would handle some of the more delicate issues, and that 

sort of t hing; of course, the carpetbagging was a big question 
then . 

WAGNER : Yes . I kn ow that in some of those sessions, and of 
course Debs was in there and so was Ber nie , and then I 
did go upstate up with him and campaigned with him, 

particularly in the labor groups . He didn ' t know a lot of the 
labor leaders and I did, of course, did a lot of work with them . 
I was strong enough with labor at that point , that ' s why that 
speech was effective. I did get him, you know, and introduced 
h im at a lot o f the meetings with the central labor council he r e 
in New York, Dave Siegal ' s [David Siegal] union [Hotel a nd 
Restaurant Employee ' s and Bartenders International Union] , the 
waiters and the cooks--you know, the chefs ' union- -Dave Siegal 
had one of those big ones . I knew all of them here and I went 
around with him, and I think it helped. 

GREENE : How was he on those occasions? Did he work well with . 

WAGNER : Yes , I think he was all right . I think he was most 
pleasant and he was a good campaigner . He worked at 
it , he shook hands , he was one of them, he was at the 

dinner . That was the post dinner s . Somebody sent me that picture 
with him , and you know , he moved around . 

GREENE: 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

Because some people complained that he, or at least 
some said that he . 

I don ' t t hink h e was as warm as his brother. 

. that he had trouble with those things, and 
especia lly in this campaign because he was sti ll kind 
of emotionally strained . 
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WAGNER: That ' s true , and it was a strain because it was in a 
.--, new state for h im , you know. I think he felt that a 

l ittle bit but he worked , he was bright, you know, but 
he learned fast . And it i sn ' t that difficult . 

GREENE: How much were you abl e to do with the reformers? There 
were some , of course , that , even in ' 68, were just 
Kennedy haters, but were you able to 

WAGNER : Well , I think they had nothing else , they couldn ' t go 
anywhere else once he got the nomination . They began 
to come around. They talked of running some other 

people , I remember , at the t ime o f the convention, but it never 
developed. The name was so good, you know , that it was pretty 
hard for them to , in light of what the brother did, you know, but 
they , the reformers , were tough to handle. 

A classic was, a round this time, or maybe just a li ttle 
before ' 64, Ed Costikyan [Edward N. Costikyan ] had been the 
leader, and Sy Rifkind had always given him, given me the 
commitment t ha t he could do it from that law firm and they were 
getting, they finally said to him, "Are you going to come back to 
the law firm or are you going t o be out? " and he wanted to go 
back . And Ed was getting a little stomach full of the 
leadership . 

I wanted to put in Ray Jones [Thomas R. Jones] ; he was the 
only leader in Manhattan outside of the reformers who supported 
me in ' 61 and he would be the first black in the United States t o 
be a county leader . And he was smart , and he was loyal to me, 
and gave me some excellent people from his club. Herb Evans 
[Herbert B. Evans], who ' s now administrative judge of the court , 
Constance Baker Motley , Ed Dudley , Carte r [Robert L . Carter] with 
the federal court now, any number of them, all came from his club 
in his area . You ' d tell him, "Get me a good one, you know, and he 
would produce them, and if it was bad , he ' d say , "Look , I can ' t 
take him, okay , I ' ll get you a good one. " 

Well, anyhow , I had to ta l k to the reformers from , I should 
say , eight o ' clock ' til twelve-thirty every night for four or 
five nights , to persuade them to take the man who worked with 
them in the ' 61 campaign . Some of the co- leaders, the ladies, 
were the toughest o f the lot. I finally got them all to be, some 
of them rather reluctantly, I got ' em to be for Ray for leader. 
Now I had to get the regulars; and , you know , it was about half 
and half . 

I called up my friend, Du ke Viggiano [Prospero V . Viggiano], 
who was the leader on the East Side--his son was just e lec ted an 
assemblyman down there--and the Duke was the controlling 
influence on all of the leaders on the lower East Side. He went 
to Harvard [Harvard University], actually , and Lewis Academy , 
where I went to Taft. I played sports against him when I was at 
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Taft and then h e wen t t o Harvard and I went to Yale [Yale 
University] . So I got him on the phone from Gracie Mansion after 
I finally got the reformers all settled . They were in t h e other 
room; I was there with Ray and I said, "Duke, I think we ought to 
put Ray Jones in as leader " --to him Tarrunany Hall and the others 
New York County. And I said, " I want to give some reasons why I 
think Ray would be good . " He said, " Just a minute , mr. mayor , do 
you want him? " I said, "Yes ." He said, " That ' s good enough for 
me ; [Laughter] you don ' t give me any reason . " 

GREENE : I sn ' t that something . 

WAGNER: Here I worked for four or five nights with these 
peopl e , f rom eight to twelve-thirty, you know , to 
convince them and in half a minute we got the whole 

lower East Side . It was the real difference between reformers 
and regu l ars , the classic example . So, Ray went in without any 
trouble . 

GREENE : He was , later, kind of nasty to Kennedy and went after 
him on his civil rights record . 

WAGNER : Yes , well, you know, and I liked Ray ; he was a pretty 
good leader , but as somebody said, I wasn ' t there any 
more as the mayor with the muscle . I was around . He 

offered that surrogate spot t o me and I wasn ' t the least b i t 
inter ested in it . It was nice of him . It would have been a way 
out for him, but I told him he ou ght to be for Owen McGivern 
[Owen P . McGivern) who, at that time, could have both the regular 
and reform support . Owen had run as a sacrificial lamb aga i nst 
Keating for Court of Appeals . You know, everybody felt bad about 
Kea t ing in ' 58 , or rather ' 64, and he won big, but Owen is a very 
capable guy, and attractive, honorable, and so on and so forth . 
But I knew Jones had something going , and I was no longer the 
mayor. He called me , "What do you think? " and I told him, and he 
said, " I ' m not going to do anything . I ' m not going to do anything 
at this meeting tonight . Oh, come, we'll talk about it fur t her ." 
We went to the meeting and then he looked for this fellow , Klein 
( Irving J . Klein) . And I no longer can say, "Ray , you can ' t do 
it ," you know , I could just say, "I don't think you should do 
i t . 11 Ray , he said , "We need a Jewish candidate, " well, a lot of 
nonsense . He had the dea l , which was too bad. 

Well , how, what now , do we want to get into? I don ' t want 
to hold you up , or hold myself up . 

GREENE: 

WAGNER : 

No , you ' re not holding me up; I don ' t want to hold you 
up. 

Yeah , make it, what , another fifteen minut es? 
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GREENE : Sure . Fine . Do you recall any joint appearances with 
Kenne dy during the campaign? Did you appear t ogether? 
I can ' t even remember the . 

WAGNER: Oh , yeah , I remember going up in the airplane with him 
a numbe r of places : Buffalo, Ut ica . I remember he told 
me up ther e , he said, "Boy , I didn ' t know the mayor of 

New York is so popular in Buffalo . " Well , I ' d b een up there a 
lot . My father had run well and a lot of labor fe llows up there , 
too , and they come into Utica , which was a tough town in more 
ways than one. We campaigned . I ' ll always remember we had 
a p rivate plane . 

GREENE : The Caroline . It was sti l l used. 

WAGNER : Yes , that ' s right , the Caroline . And when they hi t the 
ground, t hey ' d a ll applaud, o r something li ke that . 
First time I had e ver seen tha t--they were a ll g lad to 

be down , I guess . It ' s this group around him . The y were a l l 
good, bright fe llows . 

GREENE : Do you remember in the fir s t week in Oc t ober the polls 
were showing him almost behind , ve ry, very bare l y 
ahead? Do you remember thinking he might l ose, or did 

you feel that that was just the way you had expected it to go? 

WAGNER : Well, I thought that he was going to overcome this . 
This was an initia l reaction and Johnson was going to 
win so big. Goldwater [Bar ry M. Goldwater] was 

miserable ; he was a miserable candidate . And that head of that 
ticke t was very important, you know , in an election l ike that . I 
mean, I remember I was just the other way with Eisenhower [Dwight 
D. Eisenhower] and Stevenson . I remember be i ng upstate somewhere 
and the first polls came out i n the Daily News on Stevenson
Eisenhowe r , seventy- five , twenty- five . I tur ned to somebody, I 
said, " Is this trip necessary? " You know, we were dead . Johnson 
won by two million that year . He d i d ver y well, himself , but , 
you know . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

He still r an behind Johnson . 

Yes, he had e i ght hundred thousand , if I remember, 
wasn ' t it? 

Yes, that was it . 

Yes, he was way behind, but . So, I mean, he had 
all the benefits, h e had everythi ng going for h im, 
himself as well as Johnson and a terrible candi date, 
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Goldwater, and, who the hell ran against, oh , Keating . Bill 
Keating was not bad , but I think we broke him down a little bit . 

GREENE: 

WAGNER : 

Do you remember the empty chair debate? That whole 
incident where they kept challenging each other to 
debates and . 

I do remember, yes. 

GREENE : . finally , Keating ended up debating an empty 
chair, claiming that Kennedy hadn ' t showed up when 
Kennedy was actual ly outside the studio and they had 

him locked out . Do you remember that incident? 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

Yes, I remember that . 

Because, that, supposedly, was a, really helped clinch 
it. 

WAGNER : It seems that those dirty tricks always hurt you . I 
remember that, ye s . But I . . Yeah, we went . 
I did a lot of campaigning, as I remember, I mean, you 

know, some of the upstate, and then with the , particularly with 
the unions here and up in Harlem . 

GREENE : Well, let ' s move on a little bit, since we don ' t have 
too much time, to the period following the election . 
Did you have any, before the who l e leadership question 

arises , did you have any contacts with him in that per iod after 
the election that you remember? 

WAGNER: Well, I was there election night at his headquarters 
and all that sort of business and . . Well , I think 
we saw each other . 

GREENE : Nothing of major . 

WAGNER: Nothing special . He was getting . I t wasn ' t any 
sort of great transformation for him . He was living in 
Washington, you know, he had the home and family . And 

I remember a few times when he was attorney general or maybe when 
he just went in the Senate of going out to the house there in 
Virginia for a swim and a meal or something like that . We talked 
politics with himse lf and some of his staff, maybe it was during 
the early part of the campaign, I forget which, but being out 
there a number of times . I always liked Ethel [Ethel Skakel 
Kennedy) and my late wife, Susan [Susan Edwards Wagner] came from 
Greenwich . 
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GREENE : Same p l ace . 

WAGNER : Her family came there and my wife was one of ten-- the 
Edwards was an old family in Greenwich . They were 
there long be f ore the Skakels got there, Skakels , 

r a ther , and the Edwar dses used to go over and play a t their place 
a lot and vice versa . The boys knew each other so it was a 
f riendly relationship there. Jim Skakel [James Skakel] I see 
eve r y once in a while here in New York and, well , anyway . 

No , we go t back into our relative positions . But I had, 
since ' 61 , the victory in ' 61 , I had been working with the 
legislative leaders c l oser than I had before because the 
organization was a little decimated and they had . . Travia 
[Anthony J. Travia) was the minority leader in the Assembly and 
Joseph Zaret zk i [ J oseph 1 . Zaretzki] the minority leader i n the 
Senate. 

We l l , after the election of ' 64 they woke up and t h ey were , 
one was the potential speaker and the other one was the potential 
majority l eader and I had , trying to get them to cut down on the 
no shows in albany and get issues . Rockefeller was k i lling them 
on the issues ; he had a good staff, these fellows had nothing and 
talked about stuff that , you know , twenty years ago may have been 
something for that time, and they were beginning to develop a 
l i ttle better . Right after the election they came to see me at 
Gracie Mansion and I said to them , "When do you start the budget 
h e ari ngs? " Well , t hey said , "We haven ' t heard of the budget 
hearings. We have to wait for the director of the budget, " a 
Rockefe l ler , a fellow named Norm Hurd [Thomas Norman Hurd) , H-U
R-D--" he ' ll tell us when they ' re going to have the hearing ." I 
said, "Look, you fe llows now are in the majority; you tell him ." 
"Oh," they said , " we can ' t do that ." They were so used to being 
t he mi nor ity, you know, and I said, "Get on the phone there now , 
or I ' ll get on the p hone , and you call Hurd and you tell him when 
you want to start the hearings, legislative hearings. " They got 
on and Hurd said, "Of course, anytime you say ." And t hey felt 
p r etty good about it , you know . 

But it took t hem a while to get adjusted and then the 
rumbling started, about then, that there should be a change in 
t h e leadership and t hat Stanley Steingut wanted to be, s ucceed 
his father . His father was a nice, fine man, and I knew Stanley 
f r om a boy . Hi s father was oft en nice to me when I first went to 
Albany as a young assemblyman just after law school . I was 
elected, nominated , two weeks after I got out of law school in 
' 37 . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

No k i ddi ng . I didn ' t know that . 

In ' 39 I wen t to the Assembly . It was a big change for 
me . Irwin Steingut was the Democratic leader up there . 
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Well , then they went after Joe Zaretzki, this and that . 
Th ey were going to have an upstater , and they were f l oat i ng some 
names and I said to them, I said to these fellows, "What do you 
want to start a fight about? These men were good enough to be 
t h e minority leade r s ; why, how do you justifiably dump them? " 

GREENE : Who were you talki ng to at that point? 

WAGNER : Thes e were Buckley 

GREENE : English , McKeon . 

WAGNER : . English, and my friend Bi l l Luddy [Wi l liam E . 
Luddy] up in Westchester , Peter Crotty 

GREENE : O' Connell [Daniel P . O'Connell] . 

WAGNER : . and old Dan . Dan, interestingl y enough, he and I 
b ecame closer fri ends when I beat the organization in 
' 61 . He was one of the first ones to call me up and he 

said, "Attaboy, you ' re like Andy Jackson [Andrew Jackson ]. Get 
rid of a ll of them out of the house ," and he said, "and get rid 
of that Prendergast out of Albany ." It was very funny; he didn ' t 
l i ke any of them . But , you know , they were talking about this, 
well, Dan had a candidate f or senator to be the leader in the 
Senate . 

GREENE : Bronston [Jack E . Bronston]? 

WAGNER : Who? 

GREENE : Bronston? 

WAGNER : No . He was down here . No, he had a fellow who, it was 
this senator up around t hat area . Later we found out 
he was such an archconservative, nobody could take him . 

No , he was either Irish or WASP, or some thing or other; whatever 
he was , he didn ' t last long . He was one o f the first to. . . I 
just thought t h is was outrageous to these fellows . I mean they 
didn ' t say they were incompetent ; they wanted somebody , somebody 
e l se wanted the job . This is a hell of a way to run a railroad . 
And Ray Jones backed my position in Manhattan and Weins t ein 
[Moses M. Weinstein] , he wa a leader over in Queens , and he was 
an able guy , an assemblyman, and we had some of these leaders who 
agreed with me . This got a little tougher, and then Bobby sort 
o f teamed up with . They got him in to some agreement, he 
was very fri e ndly with Peter Crotty, and Charl i e and I used t o go 
up and see Buckley on the QT . 
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GREENE : During this period? 

WAGNER : During this period, fighting all along . I used to go 
up to a fellow named Frank Barry [Francis J . Barry], 
own the Circle Line . He was a great friend of mine and 

a great friend of Charlie , and he had a lovely home in Riverdale. 
And I used to take a small car, go up with Charlie, he had 
another car and we ' d argue. And I said , "Charlie , do I have to 
beat you again? I beat you once in ' 61 . You think you 'd learn a 
lesson . Why do you want to fight?" Well, blah, blah , blah, he 
was a grouchy fellow but he was amusing, though. He'd rather 
talk about his horses than anything else . "Well , I made a 
commitment." They got him ; they caught him one time . They all 
had a little pow-wow and they made commitments that it was going 
to be Stanley and some upstate fellow . Dan O'Connell , they got 
him in there because they were going to put this senator from up 
there--I can ' t remember his name ; I' ll try to look him up . But 
Bronston lied to me . 

GREENE: In what way? 

WAGNER : Well, he told the truth to me . He said he was offered 
a lulu to vote some way or other and then he got under 
oath and denied it and I happened to be ' right the re. 

From then on it was something, but that ' s off the record . I 
don ' t want to say that about anyone because that' s a pretty rough 
statement , but it ' s true. 

Well, but anyway , the up- shot of it was . I remember 
Weisl came to me and he said he had to get the party together. 
And I said, "Get the party together, fine, on your terms! " I 
said, "I think this is a terrible thing . 11 

GREENE : Where was Weisl on t his ? 

WAGNER : Weisl was t r ying to be the man in the middle but he was 
trying to please Bobby , I think, on this they were 
together a little bit on this one and Bobby neve r 

talked to me directly on it . 

GREENE: 

WAGNER: 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

Never . That ' s what I was wondering, in the whole .. 

No, he never. Some of h is people said why don ' t 
you go along with these other fellows. 

Did you have the feel ing in that time that Kennedy 
really was behind it, or that he was just . 

I think he was just part of it . I think that Steingut, 
Crotty , English, these fell ows wanted to take over . 
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They wanted to take over the. They wanted to have 
their men in and they wanted to take over the state. 

GREENE: You must have seen this as a threat to your own . 

WAGNER: That ' s right. 

GREENE: . power base , too . 

WAGNER : That's r ight, sure . What are they going to do down 
h ere in New York. Same old crowd getting back into 
power again . We kept t hem down . But this was Buckley 

emerging, these o ther fellows , Steingut emerging , ' c ause we beat 
h im in the primary. He was against us in ' 61 , all o f this 
element . And this is what I was c oncerned about , this e l ement 
was going to , you know , really tur n back the , in my opinion, 
whether rightly or wrongl y they ' d tur n back the clock . And I 
don ' t think Bobby wanted to get into that. He wasn't that deeply 
i nvo lved, but he was sympathet i c t o t hem because t hey were all 
his p eople , I mean , he didn ' t put them off . I then got in t ouch 
with Mr . Rockefeller . 

GREENE: 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

WAGNER: 

GREENE: 

Okay , but before that there was the whole i nc ident 
where you sent Ray Jones up there . 

Yeah, that' s r ight. 

and he met with McKeon and English and I guess a 
few of the others and there was , supposedly , the offer 
of the lulu to Zaretzki if he wou l d step down and . . 

That ' s right. 

Yes . And t he y came back . 

WAGNER: And I s uppose , I think they offered a l ulu to Ornste i n 
[ Franklin H. Ornstein], too, if he would vote for t h em. 
He didn ' t. He stayed with us , he and Wilson [Je rome L. 

Wilson] and some of the other senato r s fr om New York . The 
reformers were al l wi th us . 

GREENE: 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

Also with Raymond you sent O' Rourke [Mau rice J . 
O' Rourke ) of the election commission . 

Massie O' Rourke . 

Yes . He was . When the commission was established 
to inves t i ga te this, O ' Rourke, who was present at the 
meet i ng , denied having . 

33 



WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

That ' s right . 

I' d love to hear your version of t hat . Did t hey just 
decide they didn't . 

They didn ' t wan t to get involved . He was fr iendly with 
the Kennedys and Mossie was a great fellow . I liked 
him . I was rather shocked when he didn' t have much 

courage , you know, because he told me, he came down with Ray and 
told me what took place there and then he said he couldn ' t 
remember. And that got my Ge rman and Irish up . 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

WAGNER: 

GREENE : 

Both , simul t aneously, eh? Because Edelstein went out 
and he , for t he first time , referred to it as the 
Kennedy block and that was the first . 

Who did? 

Edelstein. 

Eddie , oh , Julius? yes . 

Yes, and that was the f irst time that anyone had lin ked 
Ken nedy to this . 

Wel l, t hese were al l . 

and t hen you came out and called a press 
conference and denied that Kennedy was behind it . 

WAGNER : Yes , his supporters were, lucky we ' re not responsible 
for all of his supporters, but they had a meetin g a nd 
they all took a blood oath and this was what Charlie. 

It was his problem, you know. And I said, "What the hell ' s 
the matter with you . What ' s wrong with Zaretzki and, they ' re all 
righ t ." "Well , I made a commitment; maybe I made a mistake , but I 
made a commitment. " And he felt he had and I ' d almost convinced 
him, and then he ' d say , "Ah , no I can ' t do it ; I made a 
commitment ." And he was going to get something ; they were all 
going to get a piece of the pie . 

GREENE: 

WAGNER : 

world . 

Did you see this accusation as a real attempt at 
bribery or was that just a kind of a behind the scenes 
wheeling and dealing that always goes on? 

You ' re right on both counts . I assume it's a form of 
bribery but I suppose it ' s done at every , not only in 
public life but in corporate world , and the business 
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GREENE: 

WAGNER : 

GREENE: 

Sure . But i t was an opportunity for you to turn it to 
your own advantage . 

That's right . That ' s right. I testified on it before 
the stat e c ommissioner . 

Legislat i ve Investigation Commission , I think it was 
called. 

WAGNER: I think it was the . no, it was the State 
Investigation Committee, created a number of year s . 
before , crime , something or other . So d i d Ray Jones. 

And a couple of these fellows conveniently forgot a lot, and I ' m 
no t sayi ng Jones did , but some of the others conveniently forgot 
things. 

GREENE: O' Rourke , particular l y was interesting. 

WAGNER : That ' s right . 

GREENE : Okay , I didn ' t mean to interrupt. 

WAGNER: But anyway , we just . . We had enough votes in 
Albany to block it. The Republicans wouldn ' t give any 
votes to the other side--to our side--because , if they 

did, they had , they could. . All they needed was to give them 
some and they had a majority to elect a speaker and they. 
Stanley was always the one who wanted it, the speaker . In the 
Senate they were changing around on . I think they 
mentioned Bronston and a couple of upstate fellows. Their 
argument was it was about time upstate had some leadership and 
they didn ' t have any , a ny material for the leadership . And I 
said , again, " You ' ve got two men who you say served well as 
minority l eaders; now , just because they ' re in the majority, 
you ' ve got to discard them . " How do you do that, unless you go 
back to the old days of , "The boss doesn't like them," and out 
they go and team up and we put who we want in there . I was being 
blamed for holding up progress because, six weeks, I guess it was 

GREENE : At least . 

WAGNER: . and couldn ' t organize and the world was going to 
come to an end; I was getting really kicked around. 
Finally, we just wouldn ' t quit , we just held, the 

reformers held , and one day I got a call from Nelson Rockefeller 
in the morning and he sa id, " I think you ' re right in this and I 
think I can get along with Joe and Tony. I had been getting 
a l ong with them; I thought they were all right and I got the 
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votes for t hem ." And, I said , " I' 11 tell t hem to get i n touch ; 
we ' ll get over and see you right away ." I called them and s aid , 
"Get over and see the governor. " He ga ve them the votes and they 
were ele cted, much to the chagrin of all these other 

GREENE : Oh , it r eally caught them. Tot a lly . 

WAGNER : And the interesting t hing about it was at the end o f 
the session, even people like George Hal l ett [George H. 
Hallett , Jr.], who ' d been up there many years. That 

name may mean nothing to you , but he was always a represent at i ve 
of the c itizens union , a big reformer . He was always trying to 
put al l sorts of r eform legislation through for years , even when 
I was a young a s semblyman, s a id , " I t was unanimous, t he mos t 
progress ive and mos t fruitful sess i on in the legislature that any 
of them could ever remember ." 

GREENE: Well, Kennedy began to work very well, particularly 
wi th Travia . 

WAGNER : That ' s right . And what happened was, Rockefeller could 
be somewhat of his own master as a liberal Republica n. 
These f ellows could supply the votes for the good 

causes . When they had the Republican, e ither they controlled 
both the houses or one , he had to make the deals with the 
conservatives t o get anything t h rough and compromise , i n many 
ways the liberal position . With this one t here , they go t more 
things through and this was the unanimous consent . Here , the 
beginning of t h e ir world was comi ng to an end because they 
coul dn ' t do anything for six weeks , and when they got through in 
May o r Jun e , whatever i t i s , they all said i t was the greatest 
session the y eve r had . I t was i n teresting , sort of a little 
vindication . 

GREENE : What do you think was Rockefeller ' s motivat i on? I t 
wasn ' t jus t to e nd the stalemate because they were 
benefiting from the disarray . 

WAGNER : Well, I t hink he did feel, finally, they had to do 
something . I mean , you know, they were b eginning t o 
say , "We l l , Nelson , what are you going to do about it? 

Are you going to let this thing go? " We hung on long enough 
till he finally said to . . He knew me , I thin k he fel t that I 
was on the level with him- -I knew him persona l ly--a l so that he 
f e lt that t hese fel l ows were fa r better . That , l ook , always 
thought of himself t hat he could get more out of it with them 
than with the others . He just got to a point where he f i na l ly 
sa i d he had to make a decision a nd he made it thi s way . 
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GREENE: 

WAGNER: 

GREENE: 

WAGNER: 

GREENE: 

WAGNER: 

GREENE: 

WAGNER: 

GREENE: 

WAGNER : 

GREENE : 

WAGNER: 

GREENE: 

WAGNER: 

GREENE: 

WAGNER : 

That's very interesting; that certainly did shock them . 

What? 

That certainly did shock them when they took that , when 
Hurd called for that vote. 

Yes . 

Was it , not Hurd, Hurd? No . 

You mean the Republican leader? 

I knew his name , I just can ' t 

Which one? Was he a leader? Walter Mahoney [Walter J . 
Mahoney], was it? 

No , it begins with an H, I'm sure of that. I have it 
written down . 

One of the legislators? 

Yes . But a Republican, of course . A Republican 
leader, I think, called for the vote and they were just 
totally caught unawares. 

Not Carlino [Joseph F. Carlino] , was it? No. 

I'll l ook it up afterwards; I do know what the name is. 
Why didn ' t you ever contact Kennedy directly? Did you 
think that wouldn ' t be a way to do it or . ? 

Well, he was on the other side on it. 

No, but I mean to try to move through h i m to reach some 
kind of 

I don ' t know whether, I can't remember whether we ever 
met on it. I mean I used to see him at things. He was 
all right, I mean, there wasn't bitterness or anything . 

GREENE: The 
for 
but 

reason why it 

only thing he ever said publicly was 
a secret ballot as a means of ending 
that didn ' t work either . I forget. 
backfired. 

once he called 
the stalemate, 
There was a 

WAGNER : Why not . Let ' em all do it publicly . We 'd rather see 
' em declare themselves . 
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GREENE : 

WAGNER : 

GREENE: 

WAGNER: 

Maybe that was the reason, that you people objected . 
That ' s right. 

Yes . Right . We didn ' t know who they could get at, you 
know , and , at l east when they got to raise their hand, 
you know . 

You know where they are . 

With a secret ballot , all sorts of mischief can be 
charged . 

GREENE: I wonder if you, at any point , felt any sense of , like 
they were , not they , but Robert Kennedy was , it was a 
sign of ingratitude . You ' d done a great deal for him 

during the election a nd they opposed you . 

WAGNER : Well , I was disappointed that he was with these 
fellows ; it made it a lot tougher . I guess I ' d been in 
it long enough to realize that you don ' t feel that way . 

We had a f ri e ndl y f eeling ; I l iked him, I thought he had a real 
f uture . I knew he was tough . He was much tougher than his 
brother and , I think , he once in a while said, "Why don' t you 
work this out? " I said, " I can ' t do it; I think it ' s wrong . " He 
was more sympatheti c to the organization people that I was , you 
know . He operated with them . I think they ' d operated up in 
Boston and Massachusetts . He knew t h em here and they supported 
h i m; I don ' t blame him for that . 

GREENE : Because in the 
Wagner " versus 
otherwise- -but 

that ' s why I wonde r ed i f 

press it kept being played as the "anti
the "pro-Wagner " and that ' s--I mean , 
this made i t a very personal thing, 
you had any sense o f ingratitude . 

WAGNER: Yes , and I alwa ys had to keep it away from being a 
personal thing with him or any of them . And they a ll , 
once it was ove r--I ' m not talking about Bobby--these 

other fellows, the small potatoes, you know, they immediately 
said, " Okay . " I remember . 

END OF TAPE II 

38 


