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oral History Intexview 

·waahington, u.c. 
Ma·J:CJ'l 25, 1966 

By Charles T .. Hot.r:Lseey 

Po• the .rohn '11. Kenne4y I.ibrarr 

MOJUUSSBYa I don•t know when you firat: met John .Kennedy, do 
you rac:all when it. was? 

PllOXMIDt Well, i•m not •ure. J ~ that X may have met 
Johll .KeMetly llaack. in 1937 "When h• would have been 
a $~phtmsa~ at uanera, and I was a aenio:r at "!ala, 

that wu in tbe fall. And l may have •• h1ni-•1 thl.M i. played 
.JV football, l '1L4, we played uarvatrd. X thought l raeu a fellow 
nmned a.nneay wh~ played end on tbe J'I lootball team,; but maybe 
that vaa wrong. That: would have been the firat tinMh :rf x · 
d.i.dn't meet hi.m then for the fJ.l:.et, i -aet him in lt51 when i wa• 
.t.unning for election to the s.enate in a apeoial election, ~d t.Mn 
Sen.ator Kennedy came out to Wiaccnwtn at our :reque•t and wu 
t:r:emendouely helpful. · 

»aox.MJRih Well, he campaigned 1n MS.lvaukee, in Green Bay, 
particularly, and x zr~ll that: we went to plant 
gatea--A.o. S>nith co. gate•-we went there at the 

~~ong time, and unfortunately nobody was coming out, but he was 
vexy gracious .@out 1t anyway. Then he went on television for 
m•, and we went up to Green Bay, we flew up thf!re.. He. didn't: e-.t 
4inn~, but he had a be•t and a santrwic:h, I tbink; inste "d" 



... 2-

We got J.nto • little bas•le in th& GX"Ben Bay radio •t•tion­
tele-via1on atation.. It wae a radio-televi.aion Combine, Cbann•l 2, 
CU televi:sio1'l in Green Bay.. t'he repo~e:r: aaked Senator Kennedy 
about: sane remark.• in L!iff Hagaz!n~, and l ean·• t .-emembe• tb•· · 
sUb~tan•~ but l r.membe• that Senato• Kennedy was vt11:f unhappy 
ab:out it... He didn't hesitate to tell the :repolt't.er that be thought 
t.he <11.!l••tions wet:e unfai.- and w.rong, and ao torth. The 1reponer*a 
name \fas l)on Love, and he•s nevex- forgot.tea thia. [laughter) 
As a m.atteJ: a£ facu1,. he feel# it• a one of hie great distincti.ONJ .. 

~b,en we went on f~om ther• to a bi9 dinner meeting in Green 
Bay. f~esident. .Kennedy •Poke th•ure before a big o~dt and l 
think na left Gr•n Bay to fly :baok tc ft'••hi.n9ton. 

MellBlSSWt As l i-ec:all, you were running fer the •eat that 
(.:to••Ph a.) Joe McCarthy 1u1a vacated? 

»l'UXIOaath U.-hat "• right.. Joe HCCaJ:thy ha4 died on, I thtidt, 
May 2, l.9571 and the GOveniot> called fore special 
election to ta)(e place in Augl.lat, with the primazy 

tn late July. The~ wex. •even aepublioaqa :Lil that prima%'y * and 
whoever won t.h4l .Republican primary wae oe>naid•J.'$d pretty ~ 
o.f a c:inoh to win. wa had a RepUbltoan 9ove.tnor, two :tlepublican 
aenato:rre, oviurwhebing ttepublic:an control o:f! the State AS.embly, 
ana state sen.at~~. 

i w<m the p~tmoey con~•t• And it was aite# .I won tlUl p%!.mary 
Q.OJl.test, of eowr••·f t.bat S•nator Kennedy va. out. rcu:mu Goftmox­
w.ai ter KohleJ: won t::he Repul>lioan priiiluy conte•t. And in no emaU 
part owing to the aoeietance z got from senator X.rmedy and othei;e, 
I won, and s won by a s•uhi~g taar9ira. :t oanied nine out of ten 
CJOl'ltltel:eional cU.•trtcta~ although l had bcten defeated by tb• •ame 
ma,n. twioe J)efore.. it wae quite a J:GV'f.Ut•a.1 and an astounc.U.ng and 
aetOAish!ng aurpriee. 

Tben l recall when :c came down to Wa.s'h!.ngt..oo, Senato# lCennedy 
wu at the airport,. % believe, with a group of sena~ors to meet 
me and wu t1eey helpful and gx:aoious and happy abo\lt it. 'l'ben we 
had a lwaoh the neat day which the ma:jo•ity ~eader was kind of 
mast.ex- of aex$0oniea ,at, antl Senato~ xennedy was there, too, and 
wa• very ohU1Ung and f?tiendly. l saw billl then. And also, in 
the coti~ae of ·the next coupl• of years when W• wei-e both in the 
Senate, I had Senato&\' ~Medy on my MJ!2l"t to £;h_~ Pe,221e gf 
\t(!s,sonsin JPrQSB~* and he was a wondtu:ful ,guest.. Be was very 
art.ioulate an4 ve.ry attractive; of couJ:•e# well-informed .. • .. 



MOMlSSftt wu that a telelfised progru? 

PROXMlrott That was • tel.evis.O proqxiam .. . We had. it &n 111.m. 
And that worked ol.tt very nicely. 

1'tORRXSSBrt Did ycu a.ntioipate at that time that h$ Might enter 
the WisCOftain p~ilnarlest 

PBOXMXBB• Oh sur~. Yes.. There was no quest.ion that the~• 
wu a good chance of that. He was a 1eaO;J.ng national 
ti.gure; of aune, in the li1ii Ccmftntion~ He eame 

vexy c.loee, a.a you lmow, to- ~coming the vi~ pte•iden·tial 
A$1eQtion of the J'a~ty·,. and mi•••<I by • h-1.r*• breadth. Se that 
b$fore l ·was e1.cti ill t.o the S:enate, it wu ·ci-ar th•'- Pr••1dent 
~.,...at t.hat tim$ senat0.r J<en.ned~ • leading P<>••U>i.lity 
for l9GO, .And X apec•e4 that be. migllu veJiY w•ll c:Olta8 ·out tc;> 
Wl.&e<msin because if he did decide that he wanted to rutt; it 
waa ·ol.ea.i: tl1at. hi• beet Chane:• woul.d ba in the primary... wts~onain 
was one of the WJ&Y few •ta~es with a primaey., oQe of tbe laxgeur 
•tat-es that hid a prltn4ry, and it had been quite a deed.at• 
pJ:Pimai:y in trua past. lt bat! O..n the on•~ you know, that r••ulted 
in the $Ad of (Wend•ll z. ... J W.i.1lld.e'• oueer. It wu one that 
nede [HU'ol.4. a.,] suuaen a national fi9W!'e whetl he canied it at 
one . point. And the" wu a 1teal prospeat that this might b• thilt 
make or J::u:eak plr1.ft4J:Y fo~ !>resident. Kennedy .. 

MOIUliSSDt Wtu:e ~"QU a de1..,•t• to the 'Si OOt\"lell,im\7 

fllQCMllUh Yes., i .!I&&• J vote~ for (Be'teaJ Keifauve.- at that. 
tbe, u~aia ou.11 whole <J•legat.iOA. we were p>ret.ty 
mu.:ll '.bo~:na -ea Kefauver. we liked Ketauv•r wry ft~ 

much. tle bad lclCfAI\ htm a l.c:mg time" :ae had COJn$ cut a.ad wn 
our pr~. ,He won it in '52t h.e w<>n 1t tn •sG. BOW obviously 
w we.re 3re1-aaed aftei: tbe pi:e·sidential 1.raoe wa• ovel'-. W• oould 
nave voted fer anyl)Qdy, and [lt~ :':~tl Sarge Suive1: spclk• to me. 

· a. wa. a claa•mate ()f mitlf;l Cit Yale~ and s. bai!n • t ••en nlU:ch e>f 
S•1'9'•, but %. a~ya li.- hint '\t~uy ;· v~ry mui:t.h. And. h• U»9~ .e 
to leaV'e :l<*~ttvru;· .ilmd vote fQt' Sene tor Dnaedy fer vi<te p~ident.. 
OU.r !~•ling wa11 that in view of the f:atJt hhat peop1•· .of ttmonain 
had oveft7he1mingly support.ea Jt•fau'felt, .anil he bad · done ext.t'$llely 
well agaiMt [UW"ight n. J K1$enhcweur in the kU\d of popuJ.1tJZii ~ 
con-tut ~J the st'i\te. ~at ·we· shw·ld •tigl, with :Ktttaulttlt. &~ 
r>f G'f'.mJ:S& I d.S.d • 



'then I euppo•• the next event .. the next occasion • ., ,. · .. 
·well;. lett ;ltli* aay thtlt .% wu i .ntenstea in wet.tint 11uppon for 
a dairy bill l had to increase milk p:ric:• auppotta. I :felt. 
the.re wae a st:ront ca••· foJt doing this. .Dairy flU'nt income was 
V.l'J, very low. our f~r••-.probably the moat effiO#.ent <laiq 
:farzne.J:• 111 the wo'°ld-protiuc:e moJ:• millt than tlfty othe~ •tat:e,. 
As a matt,e-r ·of .faot, we •port nao~• than the next live· •tatu 
aombined.. ow: dail:y fiUlaen hav• •n inoome \fh!Ch i• lees than 
a aollu an hau.Jr-J,t: wu far l.eas at that ti.me-although they 
ttVerave an imresttMmt par tum ol aJ:ound forty 0¥ f i.f t.J 
thowsand doll.al:'• pa:t- feXtnt they rwoz:k ttlelve. fOlU't••n hw:o• a 
day, se'l/'$n aaya a w.eki they're very •ffioient1 they've J.ncreued 
thei1: eftieienay ~•ly* but they a.a:eO't. «J•ttinv any ctO'll­
meJUn:trate ~t\.lm. And J felt it waa )u.t !,-om that. atan(l..,.poJ.nt, 
plu logical,, .beau• at that t* you 00.uld make a good .aon•j.c 
ea_ae fc»r a modet:'ate .i.Jicieu• in pric• ·f•P.PO*'U. 

so i put the biU in and l remem'b~J: J t.al.Md t.o S•nator 
X.nnedy about it, Md ha agreed that be would <:o-•ponao.i: the 
bJ.ll. And he did ~Q-.>1poneor it. we. got a nutabe~ of ·other J.ead•tt• 
!A the nemocu~auo Party anO some Republicaru1 t.o <=~•PoD802: it. 
lt wa. enacted into law. But it waa a paaulia.r thing that •••• 
X wat a.o p~d of this bill, and it wa• one of th• be•t 
achievemnt• and •olideet aah!evuaen.ta to~ lllY atat• that I had. 
aut when it waa eaactfld 1tato law, the hsadltne• ln the Wt•ocmain 
nawpapea, the xepol:'t on thAt radio and ·on ~•1w.t.•1cm-1t ••• 
euoted and P~eeidant. Bieenhower ei-gned 1t- waa •sts~J: •1can• 
bUMdy daJ.Z'f bill." (l.auqht.er] And he~e, $'011 know., S he.d done 
all t:M WOJ"k~ ! had teatif.l•d on it, I bad •peken c:m the floor. 
Senator ~ WU 9ftcd.ou• tG put. h19 ·natne Ol'l it U CO-Spcm80¥'r 
~t he dLd it as ldnd of ~ afte-i:tbougb.t.J U4, in epit• of •ll 
tNI~, a.11 the QJ'IJ4tt tn the At [AS.s.ooiatea ft'eas,J and UP (vnJ.t..a 
•~•• lnte:mational) ,1toxy went to Senato,.- Ketanedy. (laQtJhl 

l«.UUllSSBlfl Why G.hOuld that be? 

l?RQKIUlUh well. I guess beoause t1-y*d make a 1.ittle new• 
etor:y out of itJ the fact t.hat be wu tbe le•d!Dg. 
at that po.int, l 9u~es, the leac!ling .candidate for 

th• I>emooJ:atic nontinatic:m, al1d it. wu a k.in:d of a cute twist 
t.hat Preaide-nt SisenhOftf•~~ :t:he Rep.ublioan treaid:ene~ waa s1911ing 
a bill that was oo-aponeorea by the lea.ding oandiciate.. l thought 
it 111aa Y""'Y bad newapa~r ~·~ortin9., 'atld % told the AeSQGiated Presa, 



} ·•,, 
~> . 
\be vn1t11t P~. o ~at, but ·they 11nl\i!t1 t:ttr~11., we"t:"0 ~~ •• 
~&l*t b~v• 6tu !t rtbat way . ,eirh-llJt b\lt it:!• don• bt;)ll, and 
~14 lt. 1

' Tne.n in tllat 1960' c~:l~ttt.. w. hd . v.q i.eu~inettng 
sit®t~• ill · ·•aonsirt.. · 

,Q!Q'f<\'V. ;a thl ~ p~.i-~ 

FBCIOflR ' j WhUt i,$ tl1e pJta:•lden'thl P~••wanoe p-rlm#'Y• A$ 
~ po!At 1 thd S$AAtO-:r l'JtU1M~" .a,.J Bltmph119f, 0:t 
oQWr•e, 49 . N3 with pi:eai{lm.ui•·ii u\1:1it~. waa 

atPd.wa to ~t the •U~rt of h.ta •l•~~.fltata, Wio.ccnain. lie 
had aone a lo~ f.c>r ue i.n WiveOAabu :h" ba.d l»en a aca.11-t 
lnil,J>t ne•11 a ta&We.1w• apeakct ~he•• a ve3:"1 ~ic~ attr:aet.i'V'e 

fi9\ft'e, .a. ~lt• at •• o! O\U' tund•t•isit\Q diM••• h.$1plld u• 
t•te ~· worked 11ua in the •t:•t• aa .,. w•ll Md faVCW"ab1y 
krlow11b Md 01 cOUl'M, 1-'• t-1ght next t .o w&aeonotn in Mhmaota .• 

at •• ~S..• to ~ tb• sup.P(tt:t. 'Of ·the 0.let'•tlon.11 and be 
ut;;d. aav~a1 math~•- ·One wu to eouider the t~-ribi1£.ly. 
~f •\\de, of ~u.mt!.btg him.i•tl"• -~ a aeao.ttff WM' to ••• it ll:e 
~ld 9et a a~lt'e aon candtdacy f~a'hl• t(') ht. gotf\9.- Atid 
be .~ro~b:e• 4•Y1~ flle1con, who vu tha QO"fem~h•'• now 
the S.n•tot- ot w1~1n,. A1ut Gayl · vd 8-,1._ sat.a be wwl,~the 
wora WZHJ· tlll\t llo waa -.t••ly (01uU.deri.n; beioq a ttavvrl•• itOn. 
Alid ~ J heari ~t tbt••1 bad been alklng w1~ acme o• the 
Meultdy p~l....,.-t AnM~ 't.hat !I lielaa aru •• a f4Y01'ite son 
o-'l6lte i ~d was -•~t him •• • tavotit.• •• "aniltdat•~ 
so Rd. •on abandoaed that~ 

t fel~ t .bet if WiNOM'i.U peos;11e w•re to ~ UV .-al 1t0ice 
10 d•tet:mlni.ng t'lho ·wu ,g;oi.1r19 t._, ~ the pru£dot1t.i;al ~.,, it 
\1Q, '.baa~ t.:o. hav• a •ta•\ between two ot th• ~inc~,_, ompetito-r•,. 
At 1~ the ~1• would lia.ve the c-ho&c• •~• ~ and 
aeMeifV. A tthoiee i'i•"'-•tt Helson. h4 P~tro owiow.tly ~ldn1 t 
mean . nytld.n"'·• J! t wtrn' S.n 11# • !.wo~t'te .son wt~ • deletat•• 
pl~ to 1Qlle o.l th ·, otllett ~•l\di<Iat•Ah ,.,lt' Bttl:tlon did. tt would 
·d••t~oy the wkc.:tre ~·•· And l ,y!d *>., An.4 J aut that x 
thou;bt tt Wt$14 be, a qood ta.a. for Ken;ne4Y arid ffWftpflt<~ to com• 
au~ to the lft.ete and ·X"a and that :I ~ld do ,al.1 I cgu)d t:o 
J~• that ln _., way tMt :I ,..slbty c.'rOlllt •. 

Well, M ~knew* ther ttiif ~- r' waa ·a ~h ea.tn. •i~n 
:for both ot ~, ve~y bard_. Bach had dvant.agett *1d ·dieadvan~agee 
1A t.ha ti~1$A• I tU.dn"t pl.ay any . ~the:tr ~le ln the pr.itnb'Y 
$t all ~l:U.:fllill I tl\'Qtt~ht it...,. ~ to ttbe p$0,ple oli thee state to 
d-ecd.d\1,. Aft~ tb:e pr.~r ·•• <wer ,an<J "a:••iden.t l~nnQ4Y had won-• 



ha won •ix of the ten congr•sional diat.:r:icte, and .ha won a 
maj01:i ty oJ! the pcp\llu vote. so he 9.ot something llke twen t.y• 
two of the deleg•eea to e .ighk lii>.S- Bl.Imp~. x went cut to the 
~atic convttntion in Le• Angeles· in 1~60 with the delegation. 

MOUUSW1 Who wer.e you p.ladg.O tQ? 

ff'tOXMXBls Waa I a deleg•t• o~ not? i•ra not hl'a'!l % think 
maybe .1 wu not a 4•logate. l think l wu not a 
del~•te.. l 41dn' t . want to indicate ~bat l wu for 

eithei: one. so 1 9ue1ur X wu n.ot a deleg•t•. But the day bofote 
the convention opened off!cially, on S\Ulday, I had • n••• 
confe•nt:r• and announced that % wu ft»: Jtennedy. 

Bven thOWJh it 1faa late in the day. I don ' t: think th•~ wer• 
many eenatora, it ~r-oth•Jr than Poll•lbly one or two b'<XD ·Hew 
Eng1lUlld-who ha<t cOllU'Ot:tt.ed ~elvee. 1Nt l thOWJbt it wu 
loglaal .no ~l.ear t:.hllt ne ahould get. •1.J.PPOrt, eapec:ially since 
he had already won ~ pJtimaxy in my at.ate. And ao X made my 
declaration Md an-.ted qU4l&t.ions on it. You wen going to aslt 
aCQ\fltthtng:? -

MOIUUSSBY• YCN. answ41Z'ed my queation. What pi-empted yw to ·t:ommi.t 
yt'.>\lnelf 'tO Kennedy at t:hat PoiDt? 

~aB• well, that was part of i•.. Atta tMn al.so that t 
thowiht. tha.~ he had an aw~y 900CI chance ~o win. 
l thougb,. be had a lot. t.>f tb• qualiti•• that would 

mt v-exy •t:rong and appuliJ'lg in a campai.'ifn and thought we 00\lld 
~ a •t•on9 eta•• fo~ hi# ccmpetence in foreign Affair•• And 
o:t c:aune, we did. .And then Lt wa1 the whole aura and per11onallty.1 
and 10 :forth, just -~ to be V•X"Y• 'i/e:ry •ppealing. 

M.OlUtJBPi'• J.t r.tl\1$t ha8 been diffLault to star away f:trom th•t 
print~ c.tanJpaign in your $.tat• between Kennedy and 

. m-Pb-r.ey ... 

PiUlaUD• Well., Lt wun •t so hard fof: me bec:ause X j\1$C made 
it cle~ that I f$l.t that ·'/JlJ/ position all along had 
~n it wae up t.o the people of Wisc:onsin tQ dectae, 

and not fo.r anybody to dicta.te it ~r tu:y to ar>:ange it eithelr by 
shutting eithe~ candidate out oi: by using &ny inf 1uenee he 
. .;~18 to t~ and ~11y sappQ;-t. for Qne of th• othe:rr ·Candidates .. 



J 
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And While it wu t~ that J· CJU••• 1t would baft been 
a.oneietent if I had come out fo# mtmphrey OJ! KGM-4y Wld•~ tbCA 
eti~tuo-•, X f•l.t it wotdd have been ·•"en ta0¥"e eoneiatent 
1f x di&i't And to leaft tt ope1b ·And u % i:e.call, ~t of th• 
people-I tton•t. thillk the .Govemo.c -~ aay fo.t:mal .deoluatJ.on .. 
He pS"aviou•1Y 1nd.1cated hi• a~plilOa:t,, .,._.. eu~ and .U..tereet~ 
at. leaat, in the J!Umpbte-y <ial1didaoy# Jxtt l d•'t th.ink 'M maa. • 
foL"JDal clear ·cJttolalt'aUon that 1- -.. for~- our •tat• 
t:hainan at that t.i.M, ttatrl~k .3 .. ) Pat LucHy, 'WU clearly for 
Kennedy, and made no ·•fiort tq conceal it But then •onte of 
the oonq~eeional di•t~J.ct leaehu:s indicat.a theill' peaition, and 
x·•a suw. lC.leraent a.] Cle Zablocki indic:•t~ that: he WU fw: 
~. I'm not au., 2 don't think (lJ!lml:Y 8.J M'WI• il'l4ioated 
be _. for: eitluu: OA•· And taQbert w.1 8ob 1'aat.•nmeie¥, l dOR't 
think,. Or.:l'Mlit.ted htmlllJ:lf • 

MOBRlSSftj x think J..eatai: aobason cosmdtted himself to 
H~. 

1>.RCDtMXRlh llUmpl\lrey,, Y*•• x think th.at'• co:rraot. And of 
couae th«t <JtauJ.ot Wftntt tor HWnphX'ey. aut therl* 
wq ft~ little ehooail'lg up aides, really, at t~u 

top l•v•l. J don't think ~- Gov•rno• wi: i--x vu the only· 
~&tie seoator a't t.hat t1• in the 111t.at.-d1d eo • 

.t«>ltllUSBrt X would imqine that i:ep.renntat1vea of both the 
SWnphrey camp and the Dnnedy oarap were bfttinq • 
pa.th to :roui: door? 

JROKUmh Y••• but I thinlc that they -~~Gd pretty eu1y 
that l vu 9oin9 to etay out, ua they •r• wfulJ.y 
anxious te> keep me kind of neutr:a1 f OI' them a little 

b-£ t, you know what I metm. And l trled to do tbat.... then were 
• oaupltt of tLnies in t'h.at cami;>aign whtm. >:emarka that X made 
wer• advwn:ae1y conat"~ by th• HUmph~ people. I don• t think 
·the Renn.Cy p$Ople ·eftr complained a>:out anything ! said. 

sut ~• t recall, at one point tbeJ:e waa an attack on 
Kennedy• s fam (:teeoJ.rd ·i:,y the H'Umphrey people. -:hey eaid he was 
o Jorumy-come-1ate1y. that he had a long .t"G\':m.td of support for 
[Bzra 11.J Benson's typE11 of app~oaob which would stuw. the farmer. 



ane he'd only zswitohed bec:ause herj;d gotten national polttioal 
amb&'tions.. And ;t eaid that wun• t: fair., or true and that. 
celtta1n1y since l had bffn J.n t.be Senate tbat hi• i:ec:ora had 
})eon as. COll$i.ste.nt. ta ,f.f.uppon of 1mp#OVih9 daity fettma ~ inqome 
an.a all .f~s• ~ •• anyone else tn the Senate, 1.ncludbg 
S•natQ;r HtlJOphr6y.. Ana that WU Vi••d by th• ~phrey ~~i. •• 
a lds than n.~tral. statement. aut. I tboug-ht it 'WM tJ.'ue., And 
z may have J:>een involved one way ctt· the ct.belt' iA that ~J.,na of 
thing,, h~t tt waa a,l:w~• minor.. It was nev-eJt any kind. of ••• 

x .-ecall .f.m the P¥~l!'Y night..,. had a lit.ta di,nner puty 
at Wt" nou••t and ['?lleoch:,u·• c.J T4ld SO%'.enaen and ht·o wife we-I'• 
then., and Ch•ater Bowl.int and his. wif•• end, ob, 1.uWeJial othe;to 
per>ple.. M¥ wife ~ould ~U eftqbady en.t. was the1:e bltt z 
doa•'t know jut o£~4. And I t<etaembfl1t when the .ftJtet irot.urroa .,,. 
came in, thay wen Vl:!J:Y bad .fer Kenne4y,. ffty qood for JNmphrey ~ 
b90~•• th• f;b:st ntume that came in were ft¢1Ut the w•t•m 
Pb't of the state, near Minnesota, in t.he $."Ura1 part of the 
$Ute. 

JNm~~ was leading, and Ted Sonnsen"• face was jtiat a11hen-, 
and he eaid, ffW))at. daeG this :mean?0 And t to.ld him that it 
d.dn*t tNan anything ae fu as: be w.u conc•~ne<l, that it w.q 
~waye tne that we got t:et.iwn• in the maall town$, in the Jt\u:al 
,anae fir.et. Milwaukee has .P'\Pflli ballot•~ At that time there 
~re no mac:hin.es-x. gues» they·• Jr• g-01fi9 to have them fJ!'QD naw on­
arid -Qoordlngly. • • • And they don 1 t olotle the poll.a in Jtilwauko• 
until s o'clock. ~cl.ca• them: out ,1Q the c:ol.Ul'tX'Y at s cir ?hi.O, 
and a lot. of tm• township• a.te 'Ve'CJ/ smal.1,. ~bay count all tbe 
vcttes abOllt fifteen or tvJf!n~y D'linutee af.ter tha poll• ue cto•ed, 
ti:>Jr an hOtU anyway.. so you get al.1 the J:Ura,1 ·vote fine"' :t•'m 
not. aun he wa• satialted w1tb it. He was m19bt:,i

0
;· t.mea.ey.. And 

~, of eou~.ae, u the •wning wtlnt on, Lt tumea or.it tnat,. as 
i #til:f,, Senator t<ennttdy had won, althbugh Lt wa11 • C'l<:rs• and het 
·oailteat. 

Then,. as lr•ident, :£ saw V$l:Y very little of »roiaen.t 
bnnedy. t think 11.l!f wife and l went to the White BOWte on one 
OltGtts.id.on1 a l~e .n~lt r;,,f people, and l think it wa;, the [Andre] 
Maka~ :t:U.rmer. And the otheit senators thexe were sqator [Heney M.] 
.'1a~on, senator {Paul s.J nou91ae. we didn•-t, Jt dori•t )reoall 
any othe~ oeaasion... X :ehook Mnde with ·the President in the 
.:reaeivtn9 lu,e, and that was it. 



_, .... 

l don" t reaaU talking to hiln on t~ · t#l~phone or get ti119 
~ k:t.nd o~ e~ri1oat1.on of any k..i.nc:l. we baa pe.a:tec~ly :h'iendly 
nlat£on•• ffhen Prui.4ent R1a11nedy •Pok• a·t Ysl• .. he, twitt..a th• 
aucU.miae a little bit a.bout. SQttle of th• Yale q:cch41;Ult:~•, and he 
menucned ., and be po!.nted out th•t l dtaag~ witth hi• eaonomic 
po11q, 1fbioh l had, t o.ppo.eed tho tu qut, which l wu. But 
that waiin•t at all pers~l, and :r•m aura he w.un.•t: •t all 
qonoGJ:.ned about i~ baoawle. ther.·wu no personal. anitnosity of 
any kind; eitbelt way. 

No. X W'ZlSn't.. :C gu••s that wae about the end of it. 
:Like everybody • .l•;G don, of coune. I %'4leell, preQJ.•ely 
Whet;• l wu when the t.ngtc n•• came that h't:tsident 
Kennltdy had been asaaasJ.nat.ed. · 

Wl'dlt'e were you? 

»!UlDUBBt J waa 901119 tt» to the ga11el:)' in the senate to 
tnake . nooxding on soma i•••· Of oQ'&U'M, evet:yth.tng wa• ouc:ellt1d •t that point., And · t that point. 

thr:ee o~ four MWB.P&Pfl~ ta~ wi.:e nahing dawn the •t•in fJ:'Olll 
thll galle>:y to t™- suet• floor. Anti one of them said, "Have 
you h•ard the P-"8ident'• tbcit?• And i went 1:J.ght bMll to the 
floo:w: o~ the sea.ate lln4 came o.ve11 to ·UU' e>fttce.. 

JlOlUUBSft• Back ia ti.he "60 campai9n, the qapaJ.gn against 
{Riobud M.). Nixon, d1d y4u ~t Wisaouin to 
go for IQtnn&\!y? 

~1 l <Sid, and :r Jt"~r t:luure vu a w-ry, it turned 
ot.tt to be. a very true analyaJ.e in tbe le X2'lS ZMB!~· 
&eqause they pre.Clicted that .Mtnneaota W0t.11<l go fox 

~.Uy and Wisconsin would not ,,~ l eOllldn.•-t undent.and it, it 
•eemed to ma just the op,posJ.te~ Drtnedy had apeat. a 9rctat deal 
of hb time in WiHonistn, a great deal-in fact mol'e, l gu•te, i.i\ 
lfelatlan to t'he population cf the .state than any other etate, 
:mot"e even than weat Virginia. it was obviouely crucJ.al to hie 
campa!gn. He •• an awfully good impJTeaslon. and o:I course, 



. na ~e in th iacona1.n p ut~entlal pt!Uq . •• J«'4nn-4y and 
HWnphJ',. tQSJ•'thet ~t 11 er ·ttnt; of th• ·t/11t• ptualf Mo .Jfixoa 

·_ · 1 . ~s .• · · .-tll.tng like t:.))at., pe1: ~t ·•f the "t.~h r 
thou9ht oa ~ b11ab of tluith p.1.m: the tert-tt!c work he had done, 
plus Ms .rot tut tonal a:.- •urge~. •" .flltt! 11y ft.u the deb$t • 
th~t h$ would ·do wel l ta W:Laoon1d.a.,, 

Ala . there w. s a ~•liqlcau• el-.t invtt1'1ed. We bave 
• \lb ·untf.a1ly lftgher than tha .ia~ton.1 avwage of C•tholic:a 
tn ~ ct.ate. W• ho hl!lve • hiqh Lutl'11ttu. -p0putatien. 1'•11". 
the ~· 1ir:J1oua ·. ·11\CJ brOk dow 1n •bad wy. ft• Lutb.ft'aae croseGd 
patty 1! u . o vot• ag•in•t ·t1Ml fir;itrt eatholk: ~.udia.te tor 

.e ~•i<lettO?• Alld the Cat.holJ.ce didn'· ehcw ~ pft; die•• 
They V011ff ~ SU«.m. it tmey ••• l\eptaU~••• lltl'6 that pr1,ut!f ic• 
i• ~d.1 goae ft.Off., The Pnad,tttm •ii ~-f~e !c of title ~ust 
ld.1194 fpever tu ~aligioue factor•·• mia 'tMty \fOG''t hau ·MY 
eignJ.fil<nmc · bl any ht.re ca1eet1on .. 

MmtRXSSB'f• SQllle Ji.Op1e rutYa •Jr9\l- ltl r~•pecl that. bf 
apedlni; ao lttUCh time in W1eaone1 . bdote h primal.ey 
el..,t:ton, they eonclwJed . " cly the't they dtdn't: 

h to CC)J.'il'fi b · k to Wiac:G\td.n wl!'U\\J the veneM1 l'llllOf:! a9•1n9t 
S~on. .. · and tha th• Patri:Y wun•t werldng puticu1ar1y hard, nw w•• tbe <;101.ult,aMrs t:c>oJrdinated ,,ell wit!\ th• oi:qaal&Atl«t .• 

f~t s dolt't. tmow d>ollt ti. lati:es- ei.t-.. * You ·ban 
to pUt it in "#*P•~iw. Clb9toua1y o. l•rt1 co\lld 
have WiN:ked hude~.., .lt aiwv- can. .8ll*. th• peopl• 

4id W!Ol1k hatd,. thq ttzU• ettthuiht1oa11y ff.W ·l<eMtfdy,. we hiid 
a good. ~_,tetrfltlo.1' effort, ~area veq ta~ably ·tth .eut>aeciu.-t 
e. fQl'tts ad pa.at •f~orta. 'l'htJY obvlouaiy co-qld have aone bettc. 
x th~ if the »1:t1aidmtt Mac=.-'"'*• it nr!.g-hit hav$ u4e the 
d!ffere •• Wiaconain wuan•t u ales• aa SQn• o! otb~ •i:•tea 
th~hto Sixon ttia COl!!e back# an4 that ad.<Jht hav• Ude the 
dtffwan.<:e. Ue wa• tbue the ·day be:fQr>e 'be •lectton. flew 
.aawn -tr.om Al••ka· 2 think* And l .thl.M 1- WO 1n ·1-.conain. and 
tba went ~ to :«Ulh1SJM,. ~- be h~ a hUtJ• t\U'llout in 
· ! @nain.. l hlftk., cona•lvol:r. it•• awfully ba~ o ll-""ttbta 
wh ·ia ~hide la l!JUCh q ~tt lrwt.•d of a ooJ.auoe. no one ·.rol1y 
kn bl.$ X 1ua~t that hie last rn.i.Wt4 app~anc• iii the stat~ 
n\Qy ~1e1i. hav• net~ b.im aane. 



I 
I 

I was wonderin9 if any of tl1e weunds opened up 
during the primary had not h· alea by November? 

PROK?almi Well, I'm sut'e that some of them did not. heal. 
l •·m sure that SOl'l1e of them didn • t. I hts.ven • t made 
.any analyai•lh The reli~ious thing was one of them. 

Of cou.rse, that was .opened, it was unfox:tunatQ. I thought the 
newspape~s were terrible in the way they handled ·thie. 'they 
put far too mucb empbasi• on thie thing. And when the election 
wae ove~* theybrou it down J:>y township and •o forth, and they 
jttst drove !t into ·the <:on.aJciousness of the people much more 
than they should have .. 

tt•·s interest.ia9 that in 1962, w<e bad ow: fil:at, so f .ar as 
z know~ our first catholic dandidate fo1t GOV'•~c:r. John Reynolds. 
And t.he new pa~rs e,ppea>:ed to na\te learned thei~ lesson becat.iae 
i would wagttr that not mot'e than 10 per ceflt of the people even 
'.knew he was catholiQ. of ~outse; Reynolds. is a name that could 
:be catholic or P.tot·estant or almost anything. aut all tr..e gas 
, ent out of th$ balloon. Nobody gave it any real concerti after 
that. 

Afte~ the ot.Mr ac:ars that-•the personal. you know, the 
people wbo had woJtked f" Hwnphrey labor ~ple and so forth. 
Labor was very gao4 for Kennedy. iJ.'hey went all ·c>ut for him. 
Harvey Kitzman, for example, who was head of the UAW (Uniued Auto 
Wo.J:kers] and $tatione4 in Wieconsin•-but he c:;overs a number of 
states. heis a \~:;'t powerful and sti:ong leader•..d14 everything 
he possibly could for 1<$nnedy, al.though he bad been a J:lWaphrey 
man. And I think this waii fairly typical. Scme of t.he groups 
were very, very ineff41otive. The civil rights g.i-0t.ips wei-e never 
very effective in our state, they should be.. They're fine peaple 
and they believe deeply in their prtnoipltu~, but they don't oo 
much election wo.l'k. 

MORllSSEYi some of the delegates to the '60 convention 
conanented on the fact that whan (Lyndon a.] Johnson·•s 
name was p·resented fo~ the vice preeJioentia.l nOllli&­
atton .. yeu argued that the delegation eboul~ support 

it and not t.ey te fight it. could you tell me a.bout this? 

PROXMIRE: That was an interesting development. In 1959 I 
i:nache a series of speeches on the f loo:r: of the 
senate attacking President Johnsen's policies 



bitcau•e ? thc)ught they w.:te too autoo>rat1c: and that the senatoi: 
frCOl Niscon11l.n had nothing to say about .Demoa~attc pc>licy,, and 
l re11ented that. :c thought we Ot.\9ht to have cauoun1 ·i1M ban 
an oppo.rtunity to speak out.. On till' p.rW!0\1$ expe-lt.ienee .U the 
Wi• ou.t.u Itegi'slattu:e. we*d hav• regular . <:at.te'l••• and all 
Denocu:'at.s detemniae4 O® ,arty policy. in tM St.ate Aa-•lftbly, 
ed the 1.eaaen woutd tllke t.he polic:y back a:na try to tnfluenc• 
evetybody to get together C)n the coiurenatte. 

Well, hen iJl WUh!ngton, Px-esi<.lent. Johnson, then Majo.-ity 
Leder, would have a oauous at the beginnibf of each HSaion ond 
give a ,epeech. W$ aall-4 t~m Lyndon'• state of the Vbion 
*-••v•, and then we'd not have another c.e;QOus for a eol.td yeu. 
And .Ohviou:aly uncle~ 'th••• ciJ:OQtdtano••, it••• tt voultt have 
tneant that it was a. one Uft abow. 

Well., % ltlad• th.la attack • . tlaugbterJ l ude. .lt «>n Waebington*a 
b!~thday beea~e the:ra wu jut one •~b., .Qd then we Wft 
supPoJhld t:o adjou~~ashlngt.on•• Pai-ewe.11 Addr.se•--but J got: 
pem••ion to apeu afteir that.. Atta •~ weg in the gall•J:Y 
said, '"fteQ ~ two J'ateW•ll A4dn•'" todayt •••hutton •a 
Md PtC>Xmire~•." tlaught•x-J Well. i ude a eeriff of thJ:-e• 
ot those. Aftd on the e.aond oz: third one, I <JUG•• t ·t ""'* th4 
seoond one. when JObn$On tex>'k me on an th41 floor tJJd d.t.aag•ud 
violently, of. oo\u:a•. 

But at any r6te J establiehed a oleu Po*it:ion u betnq 
tJJ:1Ucal ·Of Johaatm u Majoltity Lea<Sei:. %, had no animoaJ.ty 
towud blm, and he was very halpfu1 aft.er that. s. wn t'.M 'kind 
of JQall, u tu as l'!Jl con.cerne<S;; that c.u.an•t ~tat' any gw&J•• 
Be helped me with my aaJ.~ bill 9.rotly, and he wu th• -~oritr 
Leader aAd could •a.11y have Mlled it w.t.thout fU1Y •t·tort, 
without any reapo.naibility for doi~ •O· B\lt he helped • cget 
it through. Mel M '•d been. tmd•J: the c:ircw.dtance•* l t'!dnk. 
p•tt.y genero\Uh 

J'Urthea:m<:>r•, X thoug.l\t that. Pl"MiiJent lCttmlfldy made a good 
cthoJ.oe. Johnson i• W1:Y, v•ry &ale. Obviow.ly be would mue a 
good p~e•idant., sbtong pres.ident, and also he was a man who 
would have gnat. intluenoe .J«Htping eo many of the South•Jtn etatea 
:oentoc.ratiQ in a <:1oae, tough e,lection. So % thought. it. waa a good 
electioth An4 i said so at t.h.e meeit:Lng. we hacl a meeting., l 

i-emember it:. wu .und•r the st•m"ls, at Loa Angeles. Some of th _ 
delegat•s were very v•1u:y bitter about Johf.u.1on being select.eel. 
They w•re people "1lo, l>y ana large, had been for ~h~ey 
inet.ead of fo)1 .icennedy •. one or two of them we>fe very e tron9 in 



th&!~ denunaJ.atioo of Paa.id•nt Mnne4y fo:-t Juwing p.J.atea· Ji>bnson 
a:s ht• vice prea1dentia1 . .tmmin9 ut.e • 

. aut :& a~ed that the Ott1l' bAG·iS f .QJt my tlttac1' OD Joluls-On 
was. tlu1t he was ~nfl the S•nate l.ike an ea"uUve a9anoy,.. 
and the d:>ViO\Uf pla<:e .foJr him wius in the · $KEKNt1 ve branch, and 
~b.•t•s Whe~e he was. going. And the~• ware twO good th!~ abet1t 
h!mi one, all bia eu•tlva g.ntua would be at ws:k. wber. it 
OllSht eo "' 4lld 0numb$11 ·wo, we no l~ei- WO\U4 ba1fe the S•n•te 
dcm.tnat:.ed hy one ·man, we·'tt have the op~tunity t,o haw the 
Sen.ate o~ating the way it. ought to. And that, as a mattet: of 
tne ~ot'd, J~on, ot cQ\U'ae, dian•t have the same Jd.Dd ot 
record ·\hat. t<ennedy 'Md ttwophrey did, but h• waatn~t. f.vom the 
aame a.tate .Uthe•·• 9Y aad luge he had a good pregi:"eeai.ve 
1:$QO~ on th$ !iuuaee.- And ll• was a man who, as a matte)r of eaot, 
oamct to Cong~•• u the Ol'lly -... of al>ottt thitty peo,pl• ~aning 
in l\u e.ong:J:ff•.f.Ottal ace Who waa f 'or l'~n R.OOS•ve1t., ea 
tn bi• eul:y year•• Wllen he was cl:rri.w•1Y voting hi• euly 
i.ntpl!'eaeions and conviot:ion•, he had aa auong and vlto•ou• a 
New DiH\l reao~ as anybody had. Thei:e wae no real baeia for 
1.ibe.ral DemoOJ:ats f.rt>m Wisconsin to oppo11e th1• Und of a seleution .. 

T,h•u ve tried ~ very-bU:d :to get a toli,d deleqation to 
V-Ot.e fo• Pres!detnt. ~edJ' when he came up, and we juet. oOUWn•it 
p-.x:auade aome o.f the Gi.._.htu:'d HWQpbnr people to do so. 'lhey 
jus~ wouldn't. <So itt .• -and the result wu that wyoming put him. 
over inat.aed of Wi&Qe&.tn. 

MOJUUSSB'rt L.et • go baok to 1957. s-.. ~t'• of "1e J.<ennedy 
family, •• you mow; wed clcH frJ.enaa pe:r:•oually 
o! Seo&tOlt .tkCar:t11y. Wa• this ~t•d ml when. 
Senato• .Mnnedy wa• QU'lPa!gBUv:J in your behalf? 

P~J zt may haft beeth There was not ntuah comment on 
Lt. As a matter of fact, aa J :recall., Bob Kennedy 
came out to the. et.at.a before that. % think it waa 

1956 or 11omet-n!.ng.. And t.be~• was sOl'Mt talk 1n the baokgrou.na 
abolilt how he wu .on senator Mce•rtny• a £nvo11tigatin9 ttaf!, wt 
thue wasn•t nu.tOh eUbacan" beOal.lae the ~pape%• took a re.ape>11eible 
poa.U:iou that the •mployme.nt of a pet'stm on a st..atf didn't 
.nGces11au~ily .izuU.e».te what his views were. 

When 'nsident Kennedy eame out as a Senator in the •·57 
C.atopaign-... to answer ycUl' q,uean.ion dir•tly-thi• Maeaz;tby 
eonneetton was ve~ muob in the, baokgiro'Und, ,so fa~ back that it, 1. 



didn't r•a1ly ·ake any impression. Thiii new.apapet"a you Jtnow are 
wtft:Y willing to print :juat about anytbinq. *Yb• ·the G!ld:tll 
Tiftl•• in Madison, wb:lob really had a st!'ong !••ling of oPpO•~tion 
for x.mu1dy in 1m• pr-~y ana b•:fo•• aight h•v• had a eomdlttnt 
aboUt tbat. J doubt. i.t-. At that partiouln tUut. later Olle l 
think t.hay brought 1t Up 'Moauae they we:r.e t.he tint. paper 1n 
the •tate to really attuk tJcea.rtby and th.,- went ofter .MoCUthy 
atronq-ly. Th:ett af1ter the time he wae el,.,ted, they l'l4t'Ver let 
up .. 

MOUZSSft• from your viewpoiot iii the Senau 4ur1nq tm• Yeh'• 
that Kennedy was Pli'e•ident... did you t"l that hi• 
legiala•iv• p~ograra wa• well pre•ented? 

PRQIMIJt!l1 Well, of cour••-• heaident Kennedy vu a very 
articulate aponetlt. of any c•a• in which he 
believed-. at.• speeche• to Cc:mgnas we~ beautifully 

orqan!zed, logical. •trong. The mea•agu that h• aent down were 
clear •nd inaiaive* ~nd % thouqht that the pee>ple that he had 
woi:kug for him wer• ve-.y able peopl•. (t .• JCeml•tbJ o•J)olmella 
attd {J:.M;ranoe f '..) 0•1r1.M tmd bb• reat of th- were tranendouely 
oontpetent. Be juat didn't hav• the aa]OJ:ity r lly that ttooaevelt 
b act when Jut •• lllOViDCJ ao fast aAd cov•r:ia9 •c nauch ground. or 
that John•on ha4 aft:er th• 1ut election. ht z thought tmd'u 
the c:ircumstancea that he did very. very well. 

mu:tssn t soma people •entiH.ed that be baa not 1:>een a llSlliber 
of the Senate •ctub.• •rut that might have affect.ea 
lthe sueceaa of th• logl•lativ• proqZ"am or laek of 

sttecet111 ot the 1eqi111l . tive pr~iram. 

PllOXHJJDt I don't think it had much to 4o with !t. l r•lly 
don•t-. Ot courae., i•m not • membu of the Senate 
Club either by hundred mil••, but X don't think 

that. that had an.tch influei\C?e .on thte. And% think that when 
man ~--· preaident, it chang••. Att:1tu4• tt.JtnU'd him obange. 
He obanca••·· The a:ltuat:lon i• entirely 4if.fe:rent. One of the 
mor• •pet.ac:12lar diff«1:'1mee• tha1: !'v. aetm ·we• on th• sale of 
wheat to Rus•ia. fJresident Kennedy loet by f iftHn Ott twenty 
YOtttJh Se lost ~bis is•ue in 10\IZ" S.anking C:canitte•. Then b$ 
Cliech he wu killed. AJ)d Johnaon 901: it throu,qh just like that. 
B\tt why did he get. i . brc>ugb? Bot l)eczna~it wae Johnson~ · 
becau•e Kennedy had beM for it, Kenneay bed been foi: it. 
Rermedy had been a martyr. and the whole .· Kennedy program wa.s 



enshrined in the ha.lo. Anil it was almost. aaai:il.egioue to v-0t:..e 
~atnst it in this poeit!Qn. You could !eel it on the .floor,,. 
Any nu.Mber of Senatore. juat ewit.ahea right over,. 

MORRXSSD• Wou:ld you eay the S$lll$ about civil rights legislation? 

PROXMXRlh I think that the J(&)n,nedy martyrdom had a lot to do 
·with it.. Well. tber• wu alw ys a majority for 
civil tight.• 1e,is1at!on, and yet, as you know, 

he had t:o have. a two-t:hird• majolr~ty to get it t~~{lugh. And x 
tbLnk this had a v1u:y -gl(U.t deal to do with u~. '-'Ntrt) were other 
factc:>~s. too... It took a while . for the cb~"b to have the impact 
:they had beQause. this i• the Jd.Ad of. thing ttllat i• . CtUDulatlve. 
aut I think thot the death of ·tbe PxeaJ.dent, the way i. died, 
the f:•eling in retrC>dpeat that he had been euch .a remarkable 
pel!'a.on,, made people think ws:y deeply about that which the 
.P·:a:eaident felt strongly about. And i thi.M. it made· many meny 
peopl• ~consida~~ and that put pl'essuro on the senate. And of 
course, senator• al.ao thougbt hard arid long aJ>P~t it. I think 
this wna true of civil S'igbts. xt wa.iJ tru• ol some of the eeo.nom1c 
legislation, too. 

MOlUU:.SSBY• Did he t.ey to 9et you to Qbange your poaition on the 
tax t:u,t? 

PROlDURlh Aa far as I bow, I can't r*'all. l don't tbJ.nk 
that Px-eeident Kennedy ~•Jr tried to get me to 
ehange my position on anythtn9. Now once or twic• 

c•:sri rt aaked me to ohan!J• Qll eom.thing... l reoall on the farm 
:Oi-11 .it was, from the ttenn~dy 1Jtandp0int, probably th• w°"t 
thing that ? ever did. r was one of the member• of the 
Agricul.turo Cortllllit\ee,, and S4tel'$tary [Orville L.] Freeman took 
rae wt f .Qr dinner one night..,...-my wife .-id myself an.cl b.ls wife, 
[Mt's .. Burton M .. J Gert .Joseph, .X guese, the ne.t:ionlll eonaait.teewoman 
in mnnesota--and t~ied to talk me into taJd.n9 the leaderohip 
in the AgrLc:ul.ture QOllJl't'littee :for the Administration f .fn 8Qtltl of 
the stuff t hey had. And I indi~ated that I would go along as far 

l could • 
. Well, the trouble was that. the bil.l had already come down, 

and they luid alroady disc.us.sea it t'1itb [Allen J.) Ell.ender and 
t..'fiey had •lready tailored it to what they thought Ellender would 



take. Well, be might have t .alked tQ tlu'ee Q¥ :touJt other 
senet.toats ·.on the A.gricu.tlur• C¢mml..tt:ee and a•k$d t.hQm thf;! same 
thing. sut he bad the tac::it undeu:titand!ns that J wu going to 
support the A&d.n.i.stration. well, l jlu1t plain di•agl!'eed with 
the feed ql:ain prc>posalr l thought it wu tGtally i.m9i:actic:al; 
that.: it wouldn't work, and tha;, fur'thermor•. you•d g•t crucified 
in a national .refe:tandunn that if thltY' lo!ft in a xefei:endum; the 
Admin~auation wo\lld look bad. Xt was wo:w:s• t.han if they lost 
in 'a. c;oramitt._. so.J voted against them in, the committee; ud 
mine was the deci<fin9 1.fo.te and killed the PJ109~am., :La t•r on 
they pa•sed • wh•at bill.. · Xt was a lot like the .f•ea. gi;-ain bill, 
ana had a muah bett:~ chanc• of getting ·• ~•fettend:unt pa•aed.. lt 
wu sUbjecte4 t:o tb$ ~•fe.rendtim and wu d•f:eat:.ec:J"' And l felt 
thatl slu,wed th• widdtm\ of my poait1Qn. 

SUbsequ~ntl.y, secretary Freeman said that i was l!'ight and 
t:ll11.t they w®ld :nave l.e>st if thet• had 'blen tl'Hk'h fe•4 9JtaJ.n 
refet!l!enaum. aut :this wu i think, at the td.maw l don• t lan::iw 
if the P#esidettt paid nnach attention to 1 t. but I ' 'm aure the 
pe~ple in tho nepalttm•nt of AgricU.lture ju&t never forgot it 
or f<>~•v• •• 'lhey f•l t that. their feed .gra_in bill waa th• g...ata 
of tbe f&Jml pt"ogram. 'they wei;e ~ll .set. They neacled 'tUy vote~ 
and that I switQhed and my motion killed it in conunittee, and 
that. t bad stuck a knJ.ie in their back.. The President never 
said anything to me :directly one way or the othar. 

MORUSSEYt He wae killed le&e t.nan a yeaJt before h.• would 
have wn again in • ~. How did youx- people th, 
WisQ.On&in lock Upc';>ll the Kennedy Admin:Lat•at.ion? 
Do yo11 think they were qt,isf !ed with it? 

PROKMIRS: It •·s vel:f very bard to assess hQ!llr they :alt just 
:befO)re he was killed and bow they felt aft.-xwards. 
I was surpJt:J.sed when the Gallup POW, indicat.$1 

that he wiUJ .flt. Ot1lit of t.n. low el)l:>s in hi$. pc>pul.uit.y ritght befo:ire 
he was killed- But l don''t. think that.ta p~n:ticul~J:ly significant. 
That. c:Clllba and goes all the time!& It did wtth Jtise~er. 
aoostWelt. 

s•m p0$,i.tive that lle would have won by an overwhelming margin 
COlllpE!ting C\\9ains.t [SQ'ry M. J Goldwateu: .. and p;:obably a9ainst anybody 
in my state. and in the country# bec=;a\Ule he had i11Ut\$nsely inortHu1ed 
hi.$ stat:w:e as Presid$nt.~ He eliminated all th.e liabilities he bad. 
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He JIU a kid in the: view of many· peopa when he was nomiuated. 
ae looked like a kid4 He wu young, ~ He'd had senate .ex;perien.ee# 
but p-eople tlu~ught that tt 11;1as -somethi~9 th•t be•d gotten in 
~ becau•e he had a family with a lot of money antl a f im# Zl&l'tl$ 
-end had };)e4n eleQted without mtlch effort. 9!'nia hu.-t hbn in the 
aampaign,. The tteligioua thing was all gene. It was no 1Qnger 
~ f.QU. 

a. llQ'd was just the l'4vtu;$e ot the attl'lerao tbinga.. Tl'i.ey' d 
.s~d.d' be bad 110 experience, and now ho had more ex.~ri~moe than 
.im1"'b~y in t.hQ count~. He'd had thau remarkable aueeeae with 
~v and th• euoan mi••il• ;or!a.te" the Teet Mn Tr:Mt.y., 
J th_!nk he t d juat. be bound tO lla•te WQC lil SN$hin9 vt<:tOltY; •nd 
l t.bink he would have had a ma~•lows aeaaion in 1965. so tha'.t 
X think that be wOldd have won by a b.t.g n'lar-9in 1f he had not 
been lti11ed. 

l\Q.t of oourse, After he wa• aeaas•inat.S, then there was 
jwst an overwhelming feeling on the pa.-t Qf Bopl.fblioan•,· bustness 
p&OJ.>1•, all thO&f• Who in the past had been tU""itical, they felt, 
-and ? t.hink th•Y •in«1•ur•ly felt thia waY"""""'they had bad a ehance 
to :cefl(!C.t on it-that th.ts waa a ver:y very great man, a man 
tbat they admir~u3, lO'Yltd• :tt wasn•t juet a matt.el' of regretting 
th.at he wu killed .. 

MORRDSft'J I <:tm't tbiM of uythin9 we•n overlooking, can 
yw? 

,pRQ'JCU.aB1 So, :t think this wu V$'J:Y c:ompbrehal1'tJ.ve. 

MOllUSSW• ?:'-hank Y'Q\l very nmc.h. 


