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Conversation #4: President Kennedy and Dean Rusk 

[begins in mid-sentence] 

Sec. Rusk: . . . few minutes. Um, I also urged him to be sure that this came to the 
personal attention of the Chairman [Khrushchev], because it's just possible the 
Chairman doesn't know about this. Um . . . I got the impression from him that 
-- that he and Gromyko were pretty upset about this, uh, but we just -- we just 
can't tell. But he's just gone off now to get off a message. Uh, he accepted 
everything I said. I emphasized the importance of time here, that even a few 
hours’ further incident of this sort could -- could inflame public opinion, not 
only here, but throughout the West, and set back everything we've been trying 
to do in the last few months to try to work out some agreements. 

President: Yeah. 

Sec. Rusk: And he accepted that. He said that's correct. He--he understands that. 

President: O.K. 

Sec. Rusk: So, we'll see what happens. 

President: O.K. 

Sec. Rusk: Alright. 

 [disconnect] 




