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MORRISSEY:

Oral History Interview
with

JOSEPH L. RAUH, JR.

December 23, 196
Washington, DuCu

By Charles T. Morrissey

For the John F. Kennedy Library

Let's start by my asking you when you
first met John Kennedy?

I thoucht of this question ahead of time

for Desmocratic Action within some months

of that. We had a little meeting of
young congressmen in Leon's house to
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it seems to me, on each item by persuasion.

Of course, the persuasion was both
political and intellectual. As he began
to understand these :hings,'I think
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"market basket liberalism," It's

concelvable theat there was a period
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MORRISSEY: Did you ever discuss McCarthyism with
him?

I never got as much opprcbrium for
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RAUH: It bothered him, but I wouldn't really
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when Stevenson was rather down. Indeed,
that's my pretty clear recollection. I

don't have the letter in front of me, but

it's my recollection that I wrote a sentence
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Humphrey has withdrawn and Stevenson

i8 standing aside . . ." == based on his
then statements. It seems to me that
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movement. It never had a chance of
success; it was just the [Lyndon B. 1
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Johnson method of stopping Kennedy.

MORRISSEY: Let me go back to the early 1950's and
ask again this question about McCarthyism.
Did you talk at that time with Senator
Kenneady?

RAUH: I have no recollection of talking at
that time with Senator Kennedy. I may

Senator Kennedy in those periods. We
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i8 that either he and Zobby had a
walky-talky, or they had a telephonic
system, or John Kennedy had extrasensory

perception. It got to be a joke among
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was a very well known joke among our
crowd that John Kennedy would show up

when we were in trouble.



. .

g ey ot v & e o T T e =
LT wasn‘'tc a joxe. LT was
o oy A~ e 4% . TSN 2 e 5 e Ll 0T € =
maea nore wadan nat Tto o e LT wWag &a

very saving thing. For example, one

day I was under attack; Goldwater opene

- o~ o & ot 5 R SRR _Stpepers o v e S

a session with a twenty minute prepared
i1 oo 2 -~ T~ = 3 - domaer T Ty

speedl against me. This 18 actuaily

in the recoxd. I remember in the middle

of his spcech, John Kennedy wa

minutes for somecone to have gotten him

there. When it was ovex, I got up and

m& respond. John Kennedy of course got

(33
)
-

ac

(
+

me the right to respond. The

.

are all in the transcript, the recoxd,

printed. But the relevant fact is he

O.»



? a2 3 s T e 5 rege s S ey mads A
Waesn' T in g Toom. - waen i1C StalkEedCs
= B T o T o
He got there. uOM@ugdy Lettell asg

.
-y o

Bobby Rennecy what kind of buttons

Hi

that whenever the

they were pl

b S > > 15 o N RGK 0., (PO S (e 09 ( "
I'm really just offsetting it, so I'm

not going to spend too much

% o e Py : oo} e e -y e b T e
ocut who'*s right. I'm taking
o3 "% e P = A 2 PR 113 -, e
he si1de or the UAW." Furthermore 7

& = = - - -

politically, that would have been a
wise choice to have made. So he came

.- . e A Ty D SO Y 10 1 & T ae =~
in and rather autcmatically toock our
\_



e
this, too. Mr .
John Kennedy had been given by me, on,
dozens of guestions that could have
destroyed Kohler and helped usg a great
deal. EHe asked almost nothing. Later,

of the union people (because we used
to have ten or twenty down here), the
phone rang from Kohler, Wisconsin. It
was tﬁa head of ocur liocal union there.

Someone answered the phone and turned

and quoted him, "We always knew that

e
AL

ohler owned the city out here, but we

was almest in tears with the emotion. of



I e )
SEKS poured

through John Kennedy, and he didn't

- PSR -
perform.

However, on the other hand, as

i

you look back now over the five-wee

Y. ey s T o siivipn, opomy mpion L o TS e iy g of o~ ¥ oof
period, there wasn't any gquestlon ox

how much value John Kennedy was to us.

e o

| PR T & Igied - 3 4
made a politlcal decision on that

1)

e
L1

one big day. That was when Reuther

P s 2 e B e o 55 A T
appeared and Kohler appeared. He

obviously had made a calculated decision

ue there, one

SN

= ~ T ¥ g e FUL, g -
COO UGN XOY THRAaT,

Oh no, no, no. fThis is my explanation.






el o s ¥ A oo af 0 s e o
CALNGg wag salqa ovexn che celapaone

and

3=Tm = = T - " s P T | e P A P 7
that hearing possible for the UAW. We

' .

did come ocut on top in the hearing and

S TR g s e Sl [t e st
1n <che press aue T uonNn Rennedye. A

)

did help us in the long run in our

ended last week with our great success.

s o

Had we been too much ciobbered there,

o
O
'..J
Fn
H
4]
H
0
)
i
£
ol
K

can only for myself ex
to him. But I just report that one

. u
y

incident.

I

Now Bobby Kennedy was also guite

1

1 ol -

hink followed the same lin

1

fair, and I t

e.



.’.:‘
1, e e i o 3 ¢
members. He can't make decg

in '60 when I was up there

the report with John

it aside and D;LQ, "Joe, how can you

>4
&

in a stop Kennedy movement

F i s e, s, 28
Aennec

-

—

=

i
N
w

i

Ha pu ad

e

U

wag

ey
MceClellan

were always very nice when

il 48

{ my

two people
than you
ey

I*d go ina



a7

re v

[N

L

Y

"
aTLng

box:

e T e
1 R

ned to

x

u

i3

e

NES

o A ]
LQ

=OW COU

- e
(=]
e
-

AT

m

Y

w I |
1L,
NLE s

o
o
.“y -.;:

b

1T
e

el

Ho!
o
1Y)

ok u
4

ef

=
ﬂu

@) N
v 1
Q |
43 |
0] 1
a 4

b

was

yoms
e

in

ach

0 T

|
LiLCL

B

W

rey

>
44

0
@

g
iz

1
g
:
¢

Jduedaiza

ftete )]

L

ont Ior

e
PLE

)
Z
&

we

W0

&
Loy

e

O LE
£

N

~
o}
ey
)
-
1
2]




e

E ——
-~

S & i 1 o i noT £ v 205 S
it, he said, We.t re FOox
. o AT S wi 5z o o2 {3 N o B gevnn Tmnrmaa §ode
‘ohnson, \ind I said, "Well, you haven't
oy o v o = I = ey o A Bl ~ " 13 R s e
pamed a few, He said. "Who?' And ¥

L.oeb, who's

T e
nk Jim's second

7L . g : R o Py o - it
cholice ig probably Stevensgon." This

-
e &

I ‘think 1s correct,

holce was Stevenson

mantioned

Fund raiser®, who was

Humphrey and only for

"I don't know him."

haven't men me

raven't mentioned me
-1

“Yes, I did. You're

that

3 I

"But I'm not Zoxr Johns

.

Hubert first and seco:

~— and I thought fox

to you right now =—-

that

Humphrey. Hz said,

ke
going to prove t

the Humphrey

LS



MORRISEEY

RAUH:

I
S

people. I give you my woxd that, if Hubert
ever pulls out of the race, I'm for you
and I'1l do whatever I can.”
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just showed we didn't think we could
carry the state when we did this. And
third, ard the most important, wa "Humphrey's

not a serious candidate; Humphrey's jusi

They used all three of these with

reat genius, with a lot of money, with
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a good organization against our very
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statewide vote. They didn't beat us

badly on districts, because we won the
three districts next to Minnesota and
we won Madison. At this point, I just

comment that the only place we won outsi

cf the border of Minnesota, where obvio

practically Minnesotans -- was the

congressional district around Madison.
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whio was our ca:pglgn manager there.

amateurs, Loeb and Rosenberg and me,

for Humphrey. The only place we eve
won anvthing was in Madison, which Loeb

ran, and the Digtrict of Columbia, which

How about the religiocus issue in Wisconsin?

Oh, well, th.t was murderous. That was
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not an issue they used. The three I
referred to were the speech issues. The

igsue was murderous. Workers, union
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workers, UAW union work::s for whom



[P, SO > U P [ P 6 il svarams 2 o T
< OOn Rennedy edame a <namplon Or ThesE
- e e, ol ~ - . oy~ o) -~

workers, went in overwhelming droves
- TR T oem e N b = L7 G S . ® &
in tnese plants foxr John Kennedy. This

ad to be. All that John Kennedy had

n Milwaukee or

}te

to do was to go to lass

Racine, and there it w There was

o
n
3

out, But if you look a2t the labor
s e L 4= K| o gy i A 3
wards, the labor precincts, you'll

ohn Kennedy

H
=

find that UAW voters voted fo




@]
g
W
2!
b
=

<

ey
Fhi
e

that night at the

=
0]
g
1)
i
=
0}
0]
r‘:

I :j
Schroeder Hotel in Milwaukee deciding
whether to go on. I will say here I

wag for going on that night. I g
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ish interest, in the sense
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had a sel
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that we had a primary here between Hubert,
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Stevenson and [Wayne] Morse, and I wanted
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to win for pexrsonzi reasons. I gues
ny sense wasn't too good that night.
Maybe we shouldn't have gone ocn. I did
vote for going on that night, and I'm
not sure that this was a very objective
Jjudgment.

Could you tell me who was. there that
night?

I*'1l do my b:st; Hubert, Orville Freeman,
James Rowe, Max Kampelman, Gerald Heaney,

Jim Loeb, Marvin Rosenberg, myself. Those
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decision to go ahead,

and I had to know bec:s

: 5

Washington was wait

we went on with our

ing to see Wwhether

primary. So I
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the cultured

background of

I'm a little tired of
if we don't know what we

I cain outcampaign Kennedy

their crowd morning, noon

and from hell to breakfast.
a little tired of having
writers iandicate to t
know I don't have the
guess maybe I don't have
upbringing and family

some of these highbrows,
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of the same battle. It was our feeling
that Hubert couldn't get anywhere
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them for cothers. Thereis & wonderiful

story that Arthur [Schlesingerxr] wrote

all three speeches for Stevenson, Humphrey

and Kennedy at the Mrs. [Frankl:in D.]

Roocsevelt Dinner in Dscember, 1959,
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tform in New York. I know Axthur had

written Humphrey's. That much I can
swear by because I was the coordinator.
But I understand that he had also wrltten

Stevenson's and Kennedy’s. Quite a

at., [laughter]
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Let me go baclk to that meeting in the
Schroeder Eotel in Milwaukee, Did the

decision to go on come guickly and
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asily?

Yes, I would say it we. guite overwhelming.
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moment, 1f my life depended on it, of
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only tining I wanted was a declislion SO

primary, the one in the District of

Columbia against Morse and Stevenson.
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Money was the only issue raisec

gainst going on. I guess people sort
£ felt, well, enough money will come
n to live.

et me ask one more guestion about

ilsconsin, then I'd iLike to move .on to

he D.C. primary. From my vexry skimpy

nowledge of what went on in Wisconsin,
would assume that the Kennedys were

nterested in getting an endorsement

rom labor, or at least preventing an
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umphrey.
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ndorsement by labor
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.ssume that the Humphrey
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cnversely, I

eople were trying to get that endorsement.
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coursc, got Harvey Kitzman, who

announced, we must have overplayed it a
little bit becausge the press announced,
"UAW for Humphrey.® Then Walter Reuther
issued a denial, that the UAW was neutral.

d so the national UAW was. But
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was for us.
There was a machinist leader in northern
Wisconsin for us. Look, could we stop for

a second? [tape recorder off] As I say,

I remember XKitzman and I remember this

machinist -— top machinist in the
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t rem.mber too much else about

ruite so far, and we hadn't forced this
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went in and had quite a show. We did
clean up in the Negro arcas. It may not

have actualily been a total victory in the

At any rate, we never did get that
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think it was about ten days before the
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primary in Wisconsin. We went to Dstroit
for a big old, retired people'’s rallj
that Walter Reuther was running. Kennedy
was there and Humphrey wasg there and
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{ Stuart] Symington was there. They each

spoke. I thought Hubert ran away with it,

but that‘s just because he's ocbviously

.

orator of the three.
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with it.

But afterwards, we had a fund-raising
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from the UAW. We were. But as a naticnal
organization I think they felt t
Kennedy would win. I think they felt great

obligations to Hubert, and I think, to a

the rest of thnem did as well as could
be done in a situation where you have

friends on both sides. It does create
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I remcmber thils meeting in this house

gso well because Hubert was sitting there.

such terribly wealthy people. These were
middle c¢lass people. There wasn't anybody
who was fabulcusly wealthy, but we lef
with the checks to get that last night
telacast,

That's why money would have been such

der Hotel that

()

a big thing in the Schroe
night. If you had to love that way against

a group that had its money budgeted an

bad shape, and so we were.

MORRISSEY: At the time of that meeting in the Schroeder




RAUH:s

fair to say you had no forewarning

Virginia turned out to

uestion that you couldn’t debate that

it have done

'..-,.

night was what good would
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to win the next two. It would have kille

Jack Kennedy, but it wouldn't have elected

P o gy e L ¥ s TNl T e B e 1
Nomingdte Nihle It was a kind of J_-;ll.ng

that when you 7et one blow you go bac
foxr another. Therefore, it was unanimous
there to go on except, in my recollection,

for a discussion of finances -—- and on

"Oh God, what are we going to do?"
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not winning the D.C. delegation for Senator
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Bunphrev?

No, there never was. We had the advantage
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there that Kennedy had over us in Wisconsin.

Morse

wasn't a serxious candilidate, and the

pecple

without him. Therefore, it would hev

well on our side.’ I never had any doubt
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It was hard work. My theory of the
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Hdorse in the Wegro areas because he was

going around making some pretty rasn

statements, and scczcond to Stevenson in

the white areas and win. Actually we



think we had about as many Stevenson

white wvotes as Stevenson. HMorse had
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The most important thing we did

here was to do it without Hubert's time

or Hubert's money. We hardly ever had

him. We on.y made him spend a couplie

of days here, so he was always in

West Virginia. We didn't use any money
\

at all to speak of. We used very little

money. We raised it all here, so that

we wouldn't interfere with hiis other

There were scome who wanted to pull

rict in the Humphrey camp,
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wanted to make an arrangemsnt with Morse

Wisconsin i1f we would give him the District.
This waz a proposal made by thocse who were

really for Johnson. This wae a way of hurting
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& good ideca., If you were really trying

to win for Humphrey, you don't walk

ocut of a race you can win, so that we

g
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his

o
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fought and won that one. Actually
£fight occurred in £ront of Hubert

Humphrey on the day that our letter had

ES

public doesn’t know that to this day

-

becaugse obviocusliy that wouldn't have been

®
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& very helpful thing to be out -~ that
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in & xoom, with the Senator s

there as the -judge, there was a bitter

wea could get some of the Catholic workers
there, with Morse in there to steam them
up, and against Kennedy ~- because some
people were calling it the Xennedy-

Landrum—-Griffin Bill.. . . ZIndeed,

thought that Morse could be useful to

steam up that Kennedy-Landrum~Griffin
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that we wouldn't othoiws

get. But tha: wag an arxgument that we

won, and Hubert want ahead. And, of
curae. he won heroe The nicht he w

courgse, he won here. lne nigntc ne won

D.C. he wag in West Virginia, and they

made &3 good use of the victory there

MORRITSSEY s Do you recall any discussion &
Humphrey entering or not entering the
Nebraska primary?

RAUF Oh yes, I recell a discussion. I car

Il
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tell you when I recall it. It was way

back. It was October of
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We stopped in Philadelphia, and wa
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ware picked up in cars. Humphrey stopped
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be Impossible. I think the Democrats

¢ in Nebraska.

wae ever seriously considered after that

Humphrey tcok a& call in the airport
there to discuss that problem.

Then we went over to the UAW
convention, where Harvey Kitzman had it

arranged, so there wes, I think, =

runs these conventions on a split second

time schedule. It was too well organized.

stop. Harvey had really done a job.

There were pistocis and balloons. It was
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it just was a downhill thing. Every time

Humphrey was back here for the few hours

zround, he'd tell me that it was going

MORRISSEY: Por what reason?
RAEUH: Money, I suppose, was the one that he

thought was the worst. I've never known
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poiitical leaders in the d

funds. Now I understand it's a practice
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in fact, dishonest. Wheth
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SUME were going to these leacerg. Thekre

was one meeting I remember of the Humphrey

group =- wa had meetings of the Humr

group, and this occurred here in D.C.

£

n which there wag a discussion of doing
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the same thing. I remember Marvin

e R ] o L wionn ™ v b '} .f A b B TS
Rosenberg's outrage at the immorality

memory of what was ¢going on. I was too

3 {55 ¢ 40 g 2
emgressed in the primary here.
I remember that I was on the plane

with Humphrey going to West Virginia
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on May 10, election
me apout it. The defecat ceme asg no

surprise to Humphrey except muybe on the
extent of it, but the defeat —-- he told

me he was going to lose. He told me

R
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that on the airplane that day. I think
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he headquerters there. There was a
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PLY LDLaCLLoara Up, an 1c naa gcouncy

by county returns. It was about
10 or so at night, I guess. Humphrey

stood all alone in the middle of thie

1
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blg room while we were all against the
- -

walls and desks. All zlone he stood

there and looked zt the blackboard,

addest moments of my life.
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wanted to go on and those who wanted

him to withdraw. Jim Locb and Marvin Rosenberg
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I just begged him to be generous,

gaid that, you know, there'll be another

out and endorse Kennedy, but the latter
was just ruled out at the beginning, The

»

guestion then came of whether to get

ot - s W o S N Py Bt g A v, e o . e $ o f
out a genexous statement. The three of
LT oy e e e L T B e Tl ey e VAT 1

us were just desperxate for that. e

wanted to give the lie to those who had

LR

said we were Just a stop Kennedy movement

ousand Davs. We won,

I said this

me, which

cind that we've won in

&



me

wyway, Hubert finally approved &
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very gane. 5 withdrawal statement, and
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I called Bokby Kennedy and read it to
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1im. Then a sgtrange incident occurred.
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A few minutes after I called Bobby Kennedy

generous withdrawal,

n

and read him Humphrey'
the telephone rang in the outer room of
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Hubert's suite. We!d all le

bedroom where the argumeant had bsen;

we were all together in the outer roonm
of the suite. There were reporters
there. I think the tension had reduced

ssued a statement
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that we wexre out of the race. It was

over. At least we knew the answer,

say as 1t was. Someone picked up the

telephone from downstairs and said,
"Mr. Kennedy 1s on the way up.’
Of course, we thought it was Senatoxr

T .Y 4~ S - PR T e T b N SR
Kennedy coming over to thank Hubert.




T

oy
e [ e
-

Then we looked at the televigion, ang

there Senator Kenunedy was, live on

television from some station there. I

all our peocple were so bitter about. I
said, "Oh wy goodness, what's going to
happen here?" The door opsned. Bobby

walks in. It wzas

Cu
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for Moses. Everybody walksd backward
and there was a path from the door to

the oth=r sgide of the room where Hubert,

and Muriel were standing. I'll never
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forget that
Bobby walked slowly, delil.:rately, over
to the Humpnreys. He leaned in and
Muriel. I've always wondered whether she

had on her mind at that moment that she
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MORRISSEY:

was golng to poke him because she was
really not very happy about the outcome.

Anyway, he was very nice and very gracious,

. o R ]

and 1t was the right thing for him to

Ty e - T o ¥y oy b o e -~ e e e e o alm - o - ol P
nave doue. But at the moment, it was sure
something.

We all left West Vircginia the next

[James] Rowe and [Robert] Barrie and [Herb]
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Hubert Humphrey ‘
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There wag by ma, I mean, I was for hime.

T - | - (. = - g . - s b o o o )
mean, I didn'‘t care -—- 1f he was president,

that's finey if he couldn't be president,

I was for his being vice president. Thexre
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would do it, and I could tell John Kennedy,

That was a month or so after West Virginia,
but he naover really meant that.

Whether Jack mecnt it or not, I don't
know. Jatck Kennedy told me -— and I have

g. It was the day of the

l.x -

the date on th
George McGovern Luncheon. I think it's

June of 1960. It was a fund raising fox

Az he left, as Jack Kennedy lerft the
luncheon, he motioned for me tc come

O i rode
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a disease with an adrenalin

and that I am on drugs and

to something he had had and was over.

with the

unsucce

whether he brought up the vice preside

he said,

Humphrey or another midwestern libere

That was

the taxic

e vimma T Y r e - -
ssfulily. I can’'tL remem

hils

Post on that story, which I

ya went back to Hubert, an

can assure you it will be

very clear statement in

have nominated Hubert i1if Hubert had

-

really gone ahead with the generocsity

n his

e

tatement of the night in West Virginia,

to be president, not medically

> president. It isn't fair
I don't teke drugs."” He referred



't have gone

through wlth i1t, no cne will evexr know.

MORRISSEY: Did wyou have & feeling at the time

S

Kennedy movement might succeed or a

nominate Stevenson wmovement might succeed

l

RAUH: I never thought the latter might succeed

Ll.

The former —- there were moments when

I thought Kennedy was slowing down.

Just before [G. Mennen] "Soapy" Williams

came out for Kennedy, I 'thought he was
slowing down. I was strongly for
Soapy's coming ocut for Kennedy because
I thought he was slowing down.

I've always thought that Kennedy
didn't play guite fair with Soapy
because I think that endorsement really

broke the log jam theare at a time when

he badly needed the log jam broken.




wi K s S Foorensmey sl b et e o8 oo s i Bl 2ip s PP " - o
L°WVEe always Ifelt Thsgc Hoapy s deslre 10X
- g4

TI0AT LR T A 2 T e T T A g oo i~ -
LW [.‘J'\:D\;.... cihhent oI pealtn, sdAucavlon, ald

Welfare] was certainly a political claim
that ought to have been honored. While
I think the job he ultimately got he's

happy in it, but it did seem to me that

I thought there was a slowdown. In fact,
I remember a wmeeting here with a group

of liberals, who were for Kennedy, &t
which Sam RBecer and some others were. We

made that very point. Where could you

get a new push for Kennedy? Everything
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had been done. The letter .of the liberxrals
\
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1ed gone. They'd gotten all the pros

they could, all the machine people they

¢

rould, but they didn'‘t really control

(.



MORRISSEY:

enougn more. They needed a new start,

> 3 ¢ ;.
- Sy

a new initiative, a new push, and Scapy

gave itto them. As I say, I thought that
people discounted Soapy's role in that.

member, on the Resolutions Committee.
\1
I was put on the Drafting Committee, which

was & smaller group of a dozen or so. So
I was, in fact, in on it. £ course,

vritten ahead

fect it. And
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Committee was stacked so wa could get

what we wanted. It was the first time
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minority. By that I mean the first time

.

hev, plus thelr coryressional cochorts,

few congressmen on there wno play
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ball with the Socutherners in a kind of

a hold the party together clubbiness. But
this tims we had them outnumbered, and wa

could get anything we wanted. Even ol
(william J.] Bill Green of Philadelphisz,
now passed away, cooperated with us

rather [Andrew] Andy Biemiller at ny
reguest got Green to promise to ciise
some very strong amendments. I would

simply speak for him. The cooperation

was rather strange.

u3)
-t
ot
Ja
(0]
H
(¢
@
(a]
'
v
o
)
&7

t

the ADA with an =zbsolute
at this particulzr time this was £
I'd give him the amendments. He'd propose .

them. I'd speak for them, and [Sam J., Jr.]
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But the cne thing I remember that happene

there was they started in, after the
b4 J

-

v
the Democrats have long opposed. [Chesterx

and then some of the Congressmen, started

= -

in on this. I had made up my mind never

r

don't know anything about it, and besides.

I wanted to save what good will I would

5

have for the civil rights thing, to get
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over at me -— I remember [Abram] Abe

Chaves was on the 2taff and Bill Welch.

rhey ved over at me, in anguish,
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as Bowles says, "Well, if yvou . . . Well .

I said, "Mr. Chazirman.? I spcke on a

gualifications whatever and raised the
L

subject, "Well, do you really think we

ghouldn't stand by this?" Bowles, when

he saw he had one supporter, stood up,
and we didn't give it up.
With the excepticn of the civil

rights thing, there wasn't so very much

>,

lebate. I remember Clint [Clinton P.

EE ~ = = T & 2 —1 2 3 = " - g o R
c¢ivil defense, but essentially we accepted
what was drafised. Oh, iabor wanted a

rewrite of something, and Arthur CGoldberg

gave me a plank he wanted stuck in.
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this is what labor gets. It was a very
liberal oriented drafting subcommittee,

given his due, and he never was given

his due by John Kennedy. I never understooc

-

Butler was much

think he was,
but they really mistreated that fellow

afterwards. So anyway, I think he's one
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reason. You xncow the chairman is the
boss. John McCormack used to run it
with an iron hand. Bowles doesn't have
vohn McCormack's iron hand, but he chose
the Drafting Committee. Well, a Drafting
Committee that they would let me on,

on civil rights, was obviously one that
was going to go pretty far. They wouldn't

have let me on it if they were going to

back to the Jack Kennedy
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letter. Of course, Bowles was for Kennedy.

Ingofar as J.ck Kennedy had anything to

& g - b s posaci T L o Ve s vy o . &
in that letter of the liberals that "Senator
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Kennedy has assured us that he will support
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the strongest possible civil rights plan
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Bobby ran eve
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with this tex
i1t was going
Bobby got on
weltre selling
strong plank.

working with

ater down th
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ping everything in his head;
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rv morning with someone ther
the delegaticnas, the morning
fting Committee came out

ribly strong platform and

to the full committee,

thisg - we favor the

Those of vou who are

at we are not going to

is plank, that our position

rward on civil rights,
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on many thin
I'éd say we were most united on was

ouxr opposition to Johunsgon becauze we
had a large Negro group, and we had
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large liberal group. The split

o
bt

was over Kennedy versus Stevenson.
I was for Kennedy and [Rcobert R.]
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Bob Nathan, one of my closest and

3 was for Stevenson.
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dearest Ir
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one of thase nice girls who was really

to Mrs. Roosevelt By i che time she'd
have about twenty minutes with HMrs.

Roosevelt, she'd be for Stevenson again.

for Kennedy. The point of-this story
is Bob, wvery wisely, would be saying,
R 2 Oy 3 ol T

_.vnl’lcc._[ going tTO ctake Jonnson.

I*d have to knock this down. I would

5

and he would knock it down.

o
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the street. Phil kept Johnson alive
in the Post. The minute this would
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come from the Post about three o©

people L'd persuaded to go for Xennedy

I'd say, "I'm sure it's pnot trxue. I'll
G T TN P 3 e i A A ¥ v T
go see Bobby Kennedy again. L wen

to see Bobby Kennady, and I believe
that Bobby Kennedy honestly told me

1.4 0 : :

that it would not be Johnson, that
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he meant it, that he believed it.

ons this

possible assurance it was not going

S E
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Jot that late. 2By this time, Huberxt's
¥ fo ooy . e e L HES A P e i
ror Stevenson. Hubert 15 Tor sStopplng
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Rennedy for Jcohnson. It was "out".
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But it might have been. It was in the

the

now,

last few days, Hubert was c¢learly not
for Kennedy. He came out for Stevenson

\

b

finally as a stop Kennedy move.

Who was Bob Kennedy thinking of

I honestly don't know. He didn't
tell me. All I was doing was getting

8 3 et
this

the denial of Johnson rumor. I
t know too much

know more about that

read
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Then ¥ worked to get our nomination
for Xennedy and get our group for
Kennedy By then it was the end. So

Ty =l I 1T oy -RTORIRR | L e o
that I really xnow very little firs

about that story which nas been so
much debated on what happened that
day on the vice presidency. All I

cnow is that I heard it and thought

happen. It was a kind of feeling

you have that you'‘ve done something

dirty when you go to seople and pesrsu

them to vote for somecne on a premi:

that you believe to be true but tur

ocout false. This had occurred to me

ns

to vote for Kennedy, and who we had

promized it would not be Jchnson.

-

You just feel toward these people
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as though voufwve done something ugly.
I think thiat may have been one reason
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why I reacted so vigorously.
='s one nice thing about this.

rou attack the President in front of

I go arcund Wachington today, and

evervbody tells me that they've been

for Johnson for twenty vears. I know

rt

hey're lying, but there's no real proof

against them. I get away with
might as wall
MORRISSEY: I read somewhere that you were thinking
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were some pretty wild svggestions of
people coming up, and I guéss the
YERSONaee » »

The things that made me so determined
to at least make some show of oppcsition

were first, the fact that I'd besen made
liar of, and thac hurts; and secondly,

had fought Johnson
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me on. Ronnie Dugger of the Observer

nd Mrs. [R.X.] Randolph ~- &nd another
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person who was standing there egging n
on was Harry Golden. [laughter]

I remember Golden, Dugger, Randolph, and
then there were gome others of that

game group who waere just beside themselves,
the

Presldent Johnson -- he may have gone
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whom. Who would get to Socapy and vwho

would do this and who'd do that. I

very important. Anyway, Kennedy lcoked

told by Phil this
was the first. I have a picture on

my wall that Phil had taken. He sent

it to my wife and said, "Sometimes when
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disagree Wwith th:at, I don't disagree
\
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with that. Ralph Cungan said roughly

the same thing to me. I cuess those

i

Well, Mike Monroney came and pulled
our anti-~Johnson people.

We were going to vote no as a unit.
eleven to seven, to vote no as a unit.
C£ course, we never got to vote because

the rules wexe suspsende

ES

. But Mike

O

Monroney came and picked up one of our

£ 5

group. They did some more work, and
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he anti-Johnson majority was eroding.

G

Our opposition was erocding as the machinery

went to work. Mike picked up one and

picked up one of ocur Negro people, wh

came to me and said, "I'm going to



made his motion. I was very relieve:
when the vote was taken, and it sounded

like there was so nuch opposition. I
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was very relieved when [
couldn’t meke up his mind how to call
it, 2And there was [Sam] Rayburn, becaus:

we were very close to Rayburn, and you
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indecisicn. This is guite remarkable

tc have an indecisive vote on a matt
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invelving the just nominated President.
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opposition to an endorsement. It's all

certain things to get liberals motivated.
There wasn't any suggestion anybody was

going to vote for [Richard M.] Nixon. That

n it. Nobody was going to vote

wWasg aever
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for Nizxon in the whole ADA Board. It

was a hot room in the Congressional [EHotel]:

fact that we had a letter from Herber
Lehman, our heroc, ifzom Mrs. Roosevelt,
from [Joseph S.] Joe Clark, telling

tet, there

us we must
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was tremendous oppogition o an endorsement.
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national ticket, but Johnson's name was
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got to go all cut. There isn't any

guestion. I was totally on the side

Kennedy did not have a very strong position
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with liberzls at that moment and that

i

his nomination of Johnson
even that poesition. PBut it all built

up during the campaign. You could feel

< . :
[ixon got, the more you got

support for Kennedy. But if you take

n

‘the day cf that ADA meeting, it was a

reveiation. It was such an eye~-opener

to Arthur that he immediately put it

]
0]
Qs

kg
=
l—t.
o
i
()}
0
=
6]

down in & letter to Ken
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RAUH:

w0 do, That

and to Johnson. But on something like
this, my reccllection is not nearly as
good as Arthur's letter written I think
7, Lz |

I noticed in the White House appointment

books that vou went in to sees John Kennedy

on Febrrary 10 for about forty-five

minutes with Sam Beer, Bob Nathan, and

What were the circumstances arxound this
meeting?
Well, there was an ADA board meeting in

had supported Jonn Kennec
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[Robert R.] Bobk Nathan made a statement
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what he ought to do on economics
really was great. Bob was absolutely
his best, and Kennedy was very interested

its He didn't even flﬁﬂad when Bob

gaid, "Of course, there will be a f£ifty

his chair and said, "Well, the difficulty
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with your proposal is that 93 psr cent
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jolng to get enough political support to
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GO A« The difference between me and

right or wrong, there's any possibility
of doing the kind of all-out econocnic
operation that you want. But," and he
turned to Bob and said, "I want you

to keep this up. It's very helpful now
for you to keep pushing me this way.
That was my cue. £ said, "Well,

Mr, President, I hope that the spirit

1 which you Lhave treated Bob's

never seen « man's expression turn
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fagter., He said, "Absolutely not. It's

a totelly different thing. Your criticism
on civil righte is gquite wrong.® He
started arguing with me that a lot had

beern. done. Nothing had been done in
my judgment, and they weren't planring
aﬁy real actlon., This is two ysars before
the big drive, when [Martin Luther]
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not doing enough on economics is a matter

of judgment. Therefore, Bob was welcomed,
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moral issue, that he didn't

of 1963 at the meeting in the Whi

to everyone. I hadn®t seen
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long time. He said, "Jo&,
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stage. He was a minority president

t was interesting the way he
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now left-wing pressure is going to be

helpful to this f£ight we're doing.
But it was very, very lnteresting =-
his charnge in expression from Bob's
criticism on the left in economlecs and
ny criticism on civil rights.
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ur views. Je'd supported him in the
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ampeighl. LT wag our ORportunity To

give him our program. It was agreed
ahead of time that the twoc things we

were going to talk about wsre economic

the one, and then I made Che cother.

The differecnce in reacition was as

context of, let's say, the two years

of 1963, but do you

think Kennedy is justified in the way

he handled civil rignts prcblems to
that time?

No, I do not. I feel that he was going
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Kennedy civil r.ghts program was the
gso~called [Harris] Wofford memorandum

of December, *60, I guess, That

memorandum, which I saw contemporanecously,

but stay away from Congress.” It
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this contemporaneously that the Woffoxrd
Theory, which was apparently articulating
Rennedy theoxry, was “appoint and appoint
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the end. I think they're important.
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Rennedy went much too slow.
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remember this =-— that in March of '63




I
Toa
O
(00}

i

LTS o % b M W e B W e Yk e
WasS g OO0 O Tadl B0

thexs
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good work in eivil rights." The Senate

Republicans put in some bills. Clarenc

Mitchell cams to the Lezdership
Conference meeting on civil rights with

2 whole package of Republican bills to
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bad shape. £o0 1'd say in March and Apr

by

1963, Kennedy would not have done well
in Negro communities ox eivil rights
communities.
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the change. Then X

anywhere -- nobody intend

them to go anywhere -- you're in pretty

vith an axe. HEe was going to do something.
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a little distressed at the
rogress?
RAUH: Yes, I*ll tell you why that occurred.
The questlion was before the Senate of
We Were tzying
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interest of civil rights legislation.
ent to see Jchnson who had to
whether you

make the fateful rulin

could do this at the cpening of a new
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Leadership
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Arnold Aronson,
j Rights,

- Conference on Civil
of representatives of labor and a few
others, Since I'd always done the legal
fight on the f£llibuster,
BRat I




didn't go along The reason for that
was that nobody concidered my credentials
with Vice President Johnson especieally
high. 8o they went, and then they came

back. They hadn't gotten anywhere. It
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wino sald this, muybe I did. I said, "Well,
why don*t we cuc. it out. Let's have a real
attack on them."” Wilkins -- one of the
greatest men I ever met, Roy Wilkinsg =—-
said, "Well, Joe, I don't know about that

Let me tell you. I was down in North

Carolina last week. I went after Kennedy
heocok, line and sinker. I said he hadn't
cdone anything, d I blasted away. And
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MORRISSEY s Well, thank you vexy muche.
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