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Dictabelt 26A 

August 16, 1963 

Conversation #1: President Kennedy and Dean Rusk 

10:15 A.M. 

Sec Rusk: I am in a press conference in 30 minutes. I will get a question on France. I am 
inclined just to limit myself to Article One, paragraph Two, under which we 
would not be able to give any help to anybody carrying on explosions. 

President: What does it say; that article? 

Sec Rusk: It says, "undertakes furthermore to refrain from causing, encouraging or in 
any way participating in the carrying out of any nuclear weapons test 
explosion or any other nuclear explosion prohibited by this treaty." 

President: Well, I think that obviously we would not give them aid if . . . I mean that 
would . . .  

Sec Rusk: I mean this would be a violation of the treaty if we uh, I think I will just stay 
with that and say I am not . . .  

President: Why don't you generalize it and not make it just sort of France. 

Sec Rusk: That's right. That's right. 

President: So that it doesn't look like you are just talking about France. 

Sec Rusk: That is right. Now if they press me on France, I will say well President 
DeGaulle . . . I might say President DeGaulle in his press conference referred 
to this question as quite hypothetical and I think I would leave it at that. 
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President: Yea, ok, fine. Listen I wrote you a note about going up to [Camp] David, 
when are you going? 

Sec Rusk: Yes, I am going up Monday morning I think. 

President: Oh that is fine. 

Sec Rusk: Looking forward to it. 

President: Oh it is very nice there. Thank you. 

Sec Rusk: Thank you, I appreciate it. 




