


2 

March 2, 1963 

Dictabelt 8B, Item 8B2 

[begins in mid-conversation] 

JFK: . . . yeah, well, that was all right.  

Bundy1

JFK: What about the electronic? 

: And that is about right, it seems to me.  

Bundy: I don't know what that is. Uh, it's . . . It has nothing to do with the  
difference . . . We do have . . . we do have that kind of thing going on, but 
they are two type . . . quite different reconnaissance missions. 

JFK: Yeah. 

Bundy: So that there's just no connection between the two. 

JFK: I thought someone . . . 

Bundy: You want someone to say that? 

JFK: Well, I thought we, uh, . . . The only thing, I, uh, . . . 

Bundy: I would rather not talk about those things. They are very sensitive. 

JFK: That's right. I agree. Well, I would like to have somebody . . . 

Bundy: Point that out? 

JFK: . . . point out that whatever . . . whether the story is accurate or inaccurate, it is 
the sort of thing that is, uh, . . . Senator . . . Secre-- . . . Senator Goldwater . . . 

Bundy: Helpful to the enemy. 

JFK: It’s helpful to the enemy, and the last thing that Senator Goldwater oughta . . .  
ought to do is use information that, uh, . . . that is, uh, . . . 
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Bundy: Well, now, do you think that is something for Mansfield to do, . . . 

JFK: Mansfield won't do it. 

Bundy: . . . or do you think that is something for McNamara to do? 

JFK: What I would have to do is have some high, uh, Defense Department 
spokesman said that Senator Goldwater seems to be . . ., yeah, . . . It isn't 
accurate, I guess, is it? There's no . . . 

Bundy: Is it . . . Well, in the sense that these things exist it's accurate, Mr. President. 
In the sense that it has anything to do with, uh, what you would do with the 
low-level flight, it’s nonsense. They’re two entirely different missions. 

JFK: Yeah. Well, I suppose, uh, everybody's known that we have got these 
electronic planes, unfortunately, . . . 

Bundy: Well, I don't care much . . . no, it is really not known, and one never likes to 
talk about that particular topic. So that there is every reason for making a 
shocked noise and . . . and, uh, why don't I get Bob McNamara's people to do 
it? 

JFK: Well, uh, they . . . if just somebody would say that it's a . . ., uh, . . . 

Bundy: Misfort-- . . . it's unfortunate to have this aid and comfort given to, uh, . . . 

JFK: Well, not aid and comfort, Just say it's . . . uh, it's the sort of thing which is . . .  
involves intelligence, which is the last thing that ought to be discussed this 
way. You'd . . . and it's [1 word?] Senator Goldwater . . . 

Bundy: This kind of disclosure is helpful to the people in Cuba, you know. 

JFK: Well, the only thing, I suppose, is that confirms it, doesn't it? 

Bundy: Well, no, that's . . . I mean, discussion of it can only be helpful with . . . 

JFK: . . . to the . . . to our enemies, and Senator Goldwater, who's, uh, certainly 
should, as a member of the Armed Services Committee, should know that. 
Couldn't some anonymous Defense Department spokesman say that? 

Bundy: Yeah. Yeah. I think so.  
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[phone hangs up] 




