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Oral History Interview
With
WELFORD WEST

February 16, 2005
Hampton, Virginia

By Vicki Daitch

For the John F. Kennedy Library

WEST: | can get in conversation with you and tadkf la day about different things on
PT boats and Liebenow [William F. “Bud” Liebenovijatt you wouldn’t be
interested in.

DAITCH: Well, what we’ll do is just.... Well, firslet me say I'm Vicki Daitch and I'm
talking with Welford West who was in the Navy on Bdats, in the Solomon
Islands, at the same time that John Kennedy [JokeRnedy] was, and
participated in the rescue of th@9 crew. But first, let me just back up, you werdingl me
earlier that you grew up on the water. So tell e lyou got involved in the PT boats to
begin with.

WEST: Well, | grew up on the water. My father wasaterman, and, as a youngster,
| worked with him quite a bit. And then from thdre. You can cut that off
for a minute and see what we want to go into here.

DAITCH: Oh, okay. [Pause] So you didn’t voluntekeassumed , | guess | assumed that
because you grew on the water....

WEST: Well, most people did. So | was on the watién my.... Are we taping now?



DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: | was with my father on the water a cougiee¢ years, and | was around the
water all my life when | was a small kid. Then lemythe water, | went with
the Naval Mining Wrecking Station up in Yorktownnd | left there and

actually stayed on the water. | went to Floridaaoyacht. A friend of mine was skipper of it,

and he got me to go with him, a 56-foot sail yaeht] went to Florida for a while on it.

DAITCH: Oh, nice. Now when you were in Yorktown, igeyou in the Navy or you
were just working there?

WEST: What?

DAITCH: When you were in Yorktown, were you in tNavy?

WEST: No, that was civilian.

DAITCH: That was civilian, okay.

WEST: | was a civilian working there. So | camelo&rom.... | was down in Florida
for about four or five months on this maiden voyagehisWhite Heron, and
we came back. And to make a long story short, Mgtht a friend of mine. He

says, “We need people up in the merchant marinbetankers.” So | thought it over for a

while, drank a couple of beers, and shot the brddéedrad just come back from Marcus

Hook, Pennsylvania. Had just bought himself a nemwvertible Ford, and we were sitting in

the summertime, shooting the breeze. | thoughtet éor a while, and | said, “Why not?” So

| went by the house, grabbed me a bag, got indheand took off, and we went to Marcus

Hook, Pennsylvania.

DAITCH: Marcus Hook?

WEST: Marcus Hook, Pennsylvania. That's where Silis @eadquarters was.

DAITCH: Okay.

WEST: Sunoco.

DAITCH: Oh, okay. Now, how do you spell that?

WEST: That was when Sunoco.... What'’s that?

DAITCH: How do you spell Marcus...?

WEST: M-A-R-C-U-S, H-double O-K, | think. Marcus k.



DAITCH: Oh, Marcus Hook. Okay.

WEST: That's where the headquarters were for bnggineir people into the
organization on the tankers, getting the crew. Beeat that time they needed
them bad. And so | learned. | went on them, anat,| went on thé&astern

Sun and put a while on it. And then | switched oveefaon to thel.M. Pew. And theJ.M.

Pew was an old tanker. Wouldn’t do but 12 knots, hkhiAnd at this time on th&M. Pew,

World War 1l started. This is interesting, to mésitThey sank a lot of ships all around us.

We had.... Ships were being sunk by the German atbes off the East Coast. And one

morning | counted eight tanker bows sticking outhef water. They'd been sunk the night

before.

DAITCH: Really!
WEST: Right off here, right off Virginia Beach
DAITCH: Oh, my gosh!

WEST: So we got into a fog bank going up, and weevg®ing up to Providence,
Rhode Island, at that time. And we got in a fogtlg8xy thought we had sunk
out there on thé.M. Pew. But as it was, we were two days’ late. And that

was good that we were two days’ late because tadn't been, we probably would have

been one of those tankers that had gotten sunkeSyot into Providence, and the Coast

Guard made us paint the ship all over gray, alMdmaish work and everything. And we had

everybody painting on the boat except the skippdrthe chief engineer. And the

temperature was 10 degrees. You had to put kerasehe paint so that you could put the
brush in it.

DAITCH: Yes? Wow!
WEST: You want me to go through all this?
DAITCH: Yes. | mean I think this is interesting.

WEST: I don’t think it will take lone. But anywai/m going to get to a point there
with theJ.M. Pew in a minute. So | made a few other trips afterddeier ¥
when the war started.

DAITCH: Now did they.... When the Coast Guard had painting it, is that just for
safety? Or were they sort of appropriating it fovgrnment use?

WEST: Safety. It was safety. The Coast Guard wndgdect you. You'd get
underway going out and then go all around. If tfeeynd a spot on that ship
where there would be a glare, glass, white, it vgeay, everything gray. So |

made a couple more trips on th®l. Pew. They were gonna send the ship over to the West



Coast, and | didn’t want to go over there. So wiwvercame back in New York Harbor one
trip, | got off there. And then | came home for aba week after that. | said I'll get me a fast
tanker that can outrun these German submarinesuBedhe submarines were running them
down on the water, on the top, and sinking theth tieir deck guns. They didn’t have to
fire their torpedoes.

DAITCH: Really!

WEST: Because they could do 18, 20 knots, and wddrzkers that couldn’t do but
12 knots.

DAITCH: No kidding!

WEST: So anyway, | got off there and, like | sagpime home. | went back....
DAITCH: When you say home, where was home?
WEST: | went to Virginia. | was born and raised ab®5 miles from here in

Gloucester County.
DAITCH: Oh, okay.
WEST: Gloucester County.
DAITCH: On the shore, on the ocean?

WEST: Right on the water, close to the water, @sthe York River. Yorktown,

York River. | lived just a few minutes from YorktowSo come back home

for about a week, and | went back up to Marcus H&%¥ that was what |
was just telling you about, to the Chester ArmsaHdthe company had the Chester Arms
Hotel there. So | went back to the hotel and wasngeme a fast tanker. So | went into a bar.
| knew where these people used to hang out ardwerd,tso | went into a beer joint. And
when | walked in the door, all these people wemaiog and grabbing me around the neck
and hugging me, all these seamen. Well, seamen dormhally hug one another.

DAITCH: Right. [Laughter]

WEST: So they had a reason for it. They thoughas wn thel.M. Pew, | didn’t know
it had been sunk.

DAITCH: Wow!

WEST: Coming out of Aruba Harbor. And they had badiire about, over half of the
crew, they were a green crew, didn’t even know tmVaunch the lifeboats.



DAITCH: Oh, no.

WEST: So the ship went down so quick, out of 30-sq@ople only four got off the
ship. And that'’s the ship | was supposed to haes los.

DAITCH: Yes.
WEST: If I hadn’t gotten off in New York....
DAITCH: Oh, my goodness.

WEST: So then when this happened, | started thgn&lout it, and | said, I'm going
to go back home and think this thing over. Aftexytisunk my ship. So | did.
And | come back, and | went to work at the Navahidg Weapons Station,
the same place | just told you | worked, at Yorktow

DAITCH:  Right.

WEST: And | went into the torpedo shop. And so kel in the torpedo shop for a
while. And then World War Il was jumping, and Ihest had to go back in the
merchant marine or go into service of some kindlweéent back in the

merchant marine.... | mean they don’t put you mNavy or the Army, | knew it. Well, I'd

always made my mind up a long time ago | wasn’ngon the Army because | didn't like to

dig foxholes. I like the water better.

DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: So, after | worked there for a while, | sdidell, you know.... They sent some

guys in there, some torpedo men in the Navy wen&iwg in the shop. We

got talking about it. And | said, Well, why don’fust go in the Navy? So |
went up to Richmond, and they went up with me, sorde friends of mine. One of them was
a first-class petty officer, torpedo man. And | wanthe Navy. When | went in the Navy, |
went in as a third-class petty officer, which nolijngou don’t do that. You go in as seaman,
which is a big jump. The commander of the torpduaps Commander Roach [Francis
Roach?], gave me a letter of recommendation to migehe highest thing you could give
me. | had not been in the shop that long, so tlaen gne third-class petty officer. | went in
the Navy third-class petty officer torpedo man. fidnaow | became a torpedo man.

Then | went to all these schools. | went to baotp in Norfolk, the last boot camp
they had there, for about four months or whatetvemas in the boot camp there. And then
after boot camp was over, we were all getting aders where we were going to go in the
Navy. So | get this document that says report tovMie PT Boat Training School.

DAITCH: And there were no options. Were you givestof things that you could
choose from?



WEST: No, that was the first | knew about it. | efideven know what PT boats was
talking about. And all these guys are telling ndah, look at 40-30-40.
You're going into PT boats.” | said, “What is that?e said, “You're
supposed to volunteer to go in that.” | said, fi'avolunteered for nothing.” So | go to
Melville, and torpedo school, torpedo boat trainiagthe crews of PT boats.

DAITCH: Now was that when, somewhere in the midafl@ 942?
WEST: It was in May of '42.
DAITCH: Okay.

WEST: Then they sent me to torpedo school in Netyfptrode Island. And | came
back to Melville to train, four months’ training.m8 going through that school
you had to learn everyone’s job. If you were a¢oigppman, you had to know

how to run the engines, run the radio, you hadateetsome navigation. If everybody in the

boat got killed except you and you're in the midofehe ocean, you're supposed to bring
the boat back in by yourself.

DAITCH: Wow!
WEST: That was the idea.

DAITCH: Yes. Now did you have classes with...? lamé suppose normally officers
and enlisted people don’t mingle a whole lot. Buthat situation officers had
to learn the same things, right?

WEST: Yes, they did the same things. Right. Theytige same training we got and
more.

DAITCH: Okay.

WEST: Well, they had more training. It was morel@pth on probably navigation and
those types of things. But so far as handling boatking anything else, the
school was practically the same. | would say soarespf it they went more

deeply for the officers. But that’s the way | gota PT boats.

DAITCH: It seems like a natural thing with your exf@nce with boats and the water and
torpedoes.
WEST: Yes, just the way it happens. Then what hapgewent through school there,

four months’ training at Melville. And then theyrdeme to New York, and we

were put into squadrons and commissions in New YibkkNavy Yard, that
is. I went there, and | had a chance to go in effgiadron 8 or Squadron 9, either one |
wanted. I'll give you a little story here about Bdats, if you want it.



DAITCH: Absolutely.

WEST: Pertaining to where they started PT boalsnlt know how much you want.

What PT boats were, why the school was set upywdaydthey went large.

When the war started in the Philippines, they héshvaPT boats out there.
MacArthur [Douglas MacArthur] was out there in ajpaof the whole thing. And Lieutenant
Bulkeley [John D. Bulkeley] and Lieutenant KellydRert B. Kelly] were out there. The
reason I'm putting these two people in is becauskykended up being my CO of the
squadron 9. Bulkeley had Squadron 8. They were litenants. And | was.... | chose to
go with Kelly in Squadron 9.

DAITCH: How come?

WEST: | really don’t now. I just felt like I'd ratlr go to the South Pacific than go to
the Southwestern Pacific.

DAITCH: Oh, okay.

WEST: New Guinea is where they went, and we wemther way. But going back
onto what | just said about out in the Philippiree$ot of people don’t know
this. And I think it should be put in here if yoordt already have it. And

that’'s about PT boats and MacArthur. Are you faanilith that?

DAITCH: Something about them bringing him off tistainds?

WEST: Well, really, if you stop and think aboutthey brought.... A PT boat brought
Bulkeley and Kelly; Bulkeley was the skipper, Kellsas the exec on this
boat. | think it was three boats, it may be mdneythad that did this. They

got together one night, and he had no way of ggtiint of there at that time. They didn’t

know how to get him and his family out, MacArthll.go so far, but maybe | shouldn't.

But I'm so much for PT boats, I'm going to maketatesment.

DAITCH: Go ahead.

WEST: That maybe if PT boats hadn’t been therbatime they were there,
MacArthur might not have gotten out of the Philipgs. He could have been
captured by the Japanese.

DAITCH: That would have been a disaster.

WEST: The PT boats brought him out, and he rendesea with a submarine, and
they took him to Australia. And when this happerat) when Bulkeley and
Kelly came back to the States, they opened thisdcAnd that was the
explosion of PT boats.



DAITCH: Because they’'d proven so useful.

WEST: Before then there was such a small amourgn They went all over the world.
| wanted to put that in there.

DAITCH: Yes, that’s interesting. And it was becatisey could.... Obviously they had
some very useful features that they were ablertoocd@neak into some
places.

WEST: They rendezvoused with a submarine, and Im tweAustralia with his
family. And Bulkeley took Squadron 8 to the Souttifc. Kelly took
Squadron 9. I mean the Southwest Pacific. Kellkt®quadron 9 to the South
Pacific. And | ended up dAT-157 with Liebenow.

DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: I’'m up to that point.

DAITCH: Can | ask you a question before we go ihat?
WEST: You can ask me anything you want?

DAITCH: How come the PT boats were able to rescaeMthur? | mean what was it,
that they were not detectable by the Japanese?

WEST: Well, it's where they were located. PT bded a way of camouflaging and
hiding themselves in the daytime. They had a wayidihg the boats under
trees and all kinds of ways, see. But they didatdhmany boats left. So they

had to get him out, and | don’t know of any othewwthey had of getting him out of that.

Maybe they did. But that's what they chose.

DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: And their big chance from going out, theyrdidknow whether they would
get out of there or not. They took off at nightddhey didn’'t know where the
mine fields were or whatever. They just took offlavhoosh, that was it. And
they made it. And that was the beginning of thebBat buildup. When they came back, they
set the schools up. And Bulkeley and Kelly werdipgtSquadron 8 and Squadron 9 together
at the same time in the Brooklyn Navy Yard. Thattere | went. After | went through
school at Melville, | went and picked Squadron 8 v& put the squadron in commission,
and then we took off to Panama on a tanker decky Pt the PT boats on tanker decks with
about six of us on a tanker, on the deck. And thamped you down and took us to Panama
for a shakedown cruise down there, in other waraiaing; that was our training, four
months’ training in Panama. And we trained with fleet and with the carriers and with all



of our ships going through Panama, all the maneubyet PT boats go through: laying
smoke screens and going through and making torpedoand all the stuff the way PT boats
operate we did with our fleet. When the ships waudthe through, we’d go out and attack
them for training, when they’d come through Pangwiag out into the South Pacific. We
would go out and make all kinds of runs on themwahdtnot. We did that for four months
training.

DAITCH: Now what kinds of things...? Can you talktte bit about...?
WEST: Am | going too fast?

DAITCH: No. It's interesting stuff. But | want tonow more. What kinds of runs would
you typically do? | mean, for example, are you apphing a ship broadside
normally or from the back or the front?

WEST: Any way you can. Most of them broadside. \Wells say the ship is going
down here. If you were doing a daytime run, we’géha smoke screen
generator there on the boat. If you were making type of thing, you would

run, run and make a smoke screen generator, yaké&lit and put up that screen. [Pause for

phone ringing] So let's see, where were we?

DAITCH: You were telling me about the smoke screens

WEST: Let's say there was a ship we wanted to kitathe daytime. If you were
going to do it, the best time you did this it waghttime. But it'll give you an
idea. You'd lay a smoke screen or make a smokeschighe ship’s over here.

You make a fast run. The boat’s run 60 miles arr.hdnd we’ll run it then, we come in

back here, and go back through the smoke screemake your run on the ship.

DAITCH: Oh, okay.

WEST: They wouldn’t see you until you’'d be righetk. And you hope you've gotten
by without being shot at, being sunk.

DAITCH: Right. And at 60 miles an hour, it's liketiaat you're going to make it.

WEST: You have to slow down a little bit when yaedl the torpedoes because on
account of the shock from them when you.... 22 esrof black powder was
in that thing, and you pushed a button there, hatetwas a sudden jolt, so

you had to slow the boat down some when you shdhin you went. But we had all kinds

of maneuvers we could do with them. | remember, lymow.... | won't go into that yet. So
that was.... When we got through our training amekedown cruise in Panama, we were
loaded back on a tanker and taken out to New Calado

DAITCH: And you're already with Liebenow dlb7.



WEST: Right.
DAITCH: Through the whole training.

WEST: I got on with Liebenow antb7 in New York, and | stayed on that boat for a
year and a half. He got off before | did becauskduba football knee, and his
knee went out on him. He got off a little befordid, off the boat. But | was

on it until I come back to the States, | was ort tre boat.

DAITCH: Wow.

WEST: And we had four or five people that was aat il that time until we picked
up other people. But then they took us to New Galed and they put us off.
We were there for about a week or so. And thenyadicided that we were
going to go on our own power to Guadalcanal. Tulagts our torpedo boat base within
sight of Guadalcanal. You could see Guadalcanad. Back then the Japanese were still
making runs into Guadalcanal with their fleet. Thegre still coming in, bombing. We took
Guadalcanal over, but they were coming in, and tirene bombing Guadalcanal, bringing
the fleets and ships. So that's where we starte@action, at Guadalcanal. I'm going to tell
you how we got there. The reason I'm saying thiseisause we were the first squadron to
ever go all the way from New Caledonia to Guadatan our own power. He took the
squadron of 12 boats, and we went from islandl&mdsuntil we got to Guadalcanal.

DAITCH: | was going to say that’'s a long way fosm@mall boat.

WEST: Island to island. And you had to figure thelfout so your fuel would not run
out. We ran at about 1400rpms, and that’'s a goeldnfileage. So we went
out the first night. The next morning we got to finst island for refueling.

Some of the boats ran out of fuel at the moutthefttarbor. That's how close the fuel was

figured.

DAITCH: Yes. Wow! Wow! That was lucky.

WEST: Oh, yes. | forget how many islands we hibbefwe got to Guadalcanal. We
were the first squadron that ever did this. Thektthem up with larger boats
and fuel on the way for the ships. But we did ielli{ was like a daredevil

like. He was an Annapolis graduate, and he wasd gfficer. He liked doing things like

some whales hadn’t done. We went up to Tulaghi evkiee base was. Then we were there
for a while. Then we left there and went on theasion of Rendova. That was the first real
action we got into really was at that point.

DAITCH: Yes. Now what happened there?

WEST: A lot. We went there; they were still shedlin

10



DAITCH: Hang on just a second. [Pause]

WEST: We went on the invasion of Rendova. That wakhe Japanese didn’t want to

give that up. And so we were, that was our basgdorg out and attacking

the Japanese ships or whatever they had therewarithd 155mm guns firing
over three miles of water to wherever it was, altbtge miles, to Munda Airfield. And
finally we were shelling Munda Airfield 24 hourslay because we wanted to get that
airfield to put our planes on, trying to get thpaiese. Then we invaded the New Georgia
group there at that time. That was an island wheelapanese had their runway. | mean had
their runway where we wanted to put the runwayhereé. So the Japanese were trying to
knock out the 155’s. They're large guns sittingtingre, shelling over the water. The dishes
were rattling in the galley every time they firdekin 24 hours a day. So they invaded the
New Georgia group of islands. Our people invadad. thnd then the Japanese decide
they're going to send some destroyers in to knbeké guns out. And they were right there
where we were. We were in a harbor down here; tims gvere sitting up here. So they would
come in and shell and knock those guns out.

DAITCH: And those were up over Tulaghi?

WEST: No, this was at Rendova.

DAITCH: Rendova, oh. Right, right, right.

WEST: Rendova.

DAITCH: They're on your island. They're on Rendovhere you were. Okay.

WEST: Yes. So we took over that part of Rendovaniarines and soldiers. And the
Seabees had set these guns up and were firing $heoting at the Japanese.
And they sent these destroyers. We heard that.theése, we didn’t either.
We didn’t know they were coming in. We thought ttiety might try that. So they put some
of our boats as guard. Water going through like,tRiendova’s over here, shelling over. But
they would come in from the ocean to shell. So veeewthey put us out on patrol across
these places to keep the Japanese from comingeah, Mat was one of the worst battles that
we were in. Yes, we almost got sunk. We ended tip 8 holes in the boat, and they shot
the central engine out. But when they were commave saw them coming in, these
Japanese destroyers. They were wide open then.Wéreypretty fast. We saw one coming
in way out there. So we started going out towards hnd we attacked that one. But we
didn’t know there was one up ahead of him. It wasgark you couldn’t see nothing. Because
you've got the background of an island, you caeé&;sve didn’t have no radar.

DAITCH:  Right.

11



WEST: You couldn’t see with your eyes, and you daiilsee from here to there. And
anyway, I'll put it to you this way: That destroywas ahead of the one that
we saw. We got tangled up with that one. And weecamclose to him that

we came within a few feet of that Jap destroyer.

DAITCH: Oh, my gosh!

WEST: And we got away from that one, moved awagt thade a turn and got away
from that destroyer. He came up over on the otiger&f us. And this one that
was coming in got on this side. See, he was trionget rid of the PT boats

because we had four torpedoes in, and we couldtserk.

DAITCH:  Right.

WEST: They knew that. And | don’t know how manyyteought in. They brought
two or three destroyers in; | know it was two inxed because we got
between the two destroyers. And then they had tiseircrossfire. So when

they get you, there’s nothing you can do. We waring at about a speed of around 1400,

and we kept at that speed. I'm at the wheel obttett, and Liebenow is standing alongside,

and he’s telling me what to do and so forth, ankletep the same course, and we’ll keep the
same speed. So | was keeping that course. In thatme we're getting shot up. | couldn’t
see it, but one of the guys, they looked and sdapanese up in the crow’s nest shooting
down on top of us.

DAITCH: Oh, my gosh.

WEST: And what we’re trained to do, while we'rdisigj like this, we’re going to run.
We aren’t going to change course because we'rgettihg sunk. So we’'ll
keep this course. What got me was up in front dhey had something that’s

got 20mm guns; shells were this big around and athat long. Very explosive. And they’d

set us up on a crossfire. And we’re coming up t® ¢hossfire, and | was praying that
something would happen before we got to the cnesafVe couldn’t go anywhere. You had
to go right into it. If you went into it, that was You know the tanks had 3,000 gallons of
gas, and you were going to go in like an explosidke Kennedy’s boat went up. So | said, |

told Liebenow afterwards, when we talked aboutsgid, “You know thank God there was a

miracle.” | said “That when we get up to the 20mwmssfire, they would run out of

ammunition.” This destroyer and this destroyer.yltiein’'t know where we were at. But
they put us in the crossfire, they figure if theesiback here didn’t get us, they would. When
we got up to them, they ran out of ammunition.itis&Oh, my God.” Thank God. And then
all of a sudden they had started their crossfiegragp ahead of us. And now we’ve got to go
up to that one. | said, “Well, we’re not going t@ake it through that one.” But I'm still
praying. God, if you ever help me now.... And we g to the second one, so help me God,
the same thing happened.

DAITCH: Wow!
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WEST: We got up to it. Their drums only had 20-sowmends of ammunition in each
one. Whatever they were. As well as | can rementhey, had 20mm. But
anyway, we got through that one. And we knew outrama been hit, we

smelled gas coming out of the engine room. We lgototor mechs out of the engine room

because the boat was going to blow up. We're lapkinit, and it could blow up anytime.

And we went in this darkness and got out of thé/e.didn’t know where the Japanese were.

And then all of a sudden we went out there andgbbf the way of them. And made a turn

to the port, up there. And then we saw this Japadestroyer going out. Now we’d

accomplished our mission. We almost got sunk, ey tlid not fire a round at those 155’s

on the hill.

DAITCH: Really!

WEST: That was our mission. And we saw that onaegout. So we took off after
him and decided, we fired two torpedoes, and weadut and a sinking.

DAITCH: Really!
WEST: Yes.
DAITCH: Wow!

WEST: Yes. | know Admiral Halsey [William “Bull” Haey].... Liebenow went one
time and picked him up and brought him over, antidebtold him that we got
credit for sinking that destroyer. So we were ietprbad shape by then, and

we had 65 holes in the boat. And one bullet wetat the torpedo tube. And if that would've

exploded, that would’ve been a pretty bad thinglidn’'t explode. It went in and lodged in
between the tube and the torpedo. And when we firedorpedo, it split the tube, and then it
went, the bullet, went out of the tube with theptmto.

DAITCH: The other end?

WEST: Out of it when we fired the torpedo out.

DAITCH: Wow!

WEST: So that was that. So then we had to, thedextwe had to go back to
Tulaghi and load up two more torpedoes. But that the first real action we

were in. We saw a lot of action afterwards, but thas a bugger.

DAITCH: Oh.
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WEST: Nobody got killed. And it was by the graceGadd we got out of that one.
Because this was the Japanese were shooting anotteer with their own
guns. Because they couldn’t get the 5-inch gunsdamvus, we were so close

to them.

DAITCH: Oh, yes.

WEST: The ship, see.

DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: We use their small arms where 55, 50, andi2@ssembly [Inaudible].
That’'s what they shot us up with. But anyway, a#tiéthis commotion, |
guess, they took off. So we’d better get out okehmefore we go get sunk. So

we run them off.

DAITCH: Yes. That's amazing.

WEST: That was the first battle. And then from tloenwe were operating out of
Rendova. And we were patrolling on all the islardisw Georgia and up in
Kolombangara Island, up in the area where Kennealyysunk, for Jap barges

mostly all the time.

DAITCH: And your job was to just try to, if you séeem, you try to shoot a torpedo at
them?

WEST: Barges have a shallow draft for torpedoes wow what | mean?
DAITCH: They're not too far into the water.

WEST: They're not far in the water, shallow dr&t we couldn’t waste a torpedo on
a barge.

DAITCH: Oh, okay.
WEST: But we had a 37mm gun on the bow that wasntdom a World War | anti-
tank gun we put on the bow of our boat. It wouté & long ways. That was

my gun when we were fighting Jap barges.

DAITCH: Now were you.... Is something like thatdik to sink a barge? Or you're just
trying to harass them to keep them from supplyifig..

WEST: It could do both.

DAITCH:  Really?
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WEST: A 37mm [Inaudible] with a 20mm, they put déhthat big. The 37 would put
one this big.

DAITCH: Right. You're talking maybe six or eightahes.

WEST: But the Jap barges were full of armor, tamw@ did different things, and |
can tell you some of the battles we were in if yant me to tell you.

DAITCH: Yes, | think it's interesting. Now, your prrience is not going to be identical
to Kennedy’s because obviously he was doing diffeti@ngs, but....

WEST: He was doing the same things.

DAITCH: Yes. Now when did.... He was there after Reval He didn’t get there....
Kennedy, he was at Rendova?

WEST: Kennedy, he hadn’t arrived yet.
DAITCH: Okay.

WEST: No, he came in a little later on. Uh huh. &etpatrolled, we averaged
probably about three nights a week and sometimexy exght.

DAITCH: And you're talking overnight from dusk uhdawn?
WEST: Yes. We'd go out at sunset and come in atseinall night.
DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: And we were patrolling areas where Jap bangge and looking for them.
They were moving their troops around in the bagjesghttime, and we were
trying to locate them. We did other things. Welk ascorted different boats. |

remember one night we escorted some boats witHisggpr the Marines who were on the

New Georgia Group. The Marines had gone in there thhey had soldiers on one side and

marines on the other, and they were putting the lap squeeze. What happened is the

marines pushed the Japanese into where the soldiArgd they had all kinds of problems
over there. And then they got entrapped, and tlaglyno food and all. So we escorted some
boats up the Kula Gulf, and that's where Kolombaadsland.... Kolombangara Island is
where like thel09 got sunk, on the other side of the island. We wo&ex here on this big

Kula Gulf. There were some big battles fought thenere destroyers got sunk and cruisers.

In the same place where we're talking about nowak&ulf.

This night we were escorting these boats. And agedhmaneuver to do with them if
they were attacked. And the Japanese floatplamae cat and started to attack the supply
boats. The job was to get these supply boats threuthe Marines so they had food and
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water because they were in pretty bad shape. Up th&ula Gulf on New Georgia. So they
started dropping bombs. And they dropped a bomiase to one of the supply boats that
the water came on the deck. Well, once they dif than we started going around in circles,
two of us boats, th#54 boat and thd57 that | was on. This is a maneuver you do. Go
around in circles and have the plane to come wfter We're putting up a wake. They can
see it, and you want them to see it, you want tteeaome after you.

DAITCH: Oh, ok, so this is at night, and you wamin to come after you.

WEST: Get away. Pull the planes away from the bbatsause they're going to sink
those boats.

DAITCH: So you're creating.... It's at night, itafter dark, and you're creating a wake
that is phosphorous and that they can see.

WEST: Because those boats will go get sunk. Antiwlaa our mission is to keep
them from getting sunk. So we weren’t loud abouedlly because we had a
maneuver which was good for that. What we coulésdyp around in circles

ready to shoot. We could fire at them in circleg.syou've got all your firepower is going

like this at that plane. That was the maneuver.

DAITCH: Oh, yes. So wherever you are in the ciggde just start point to the plane.

WEST: We're going in circles, two boats, this omeen We're firing at this plane. But
there’s a catch to this one because we don't fireghttime into planes unless
we have to.

DAITCH: Right, because it might be ours.
WEST: You give your position away.
DAITCH: Oh, yes, yes.

WEST: If you fire at nighttime. So this Japanedetphe got real mad at us because

the boats were going through, and we were runniogrel down on the

water, and he couldn't.... He was trying to sink$s he figured that, then we
started making strafing runs with this machine fom the sea plane, and we’re trying to
keep him away from these boats all the time. Ardféister you go, the farther your wake is.
My boat might be here, and the wake might be adiesstreet over there, way back behind
us. So he doesn’t know where you are. He seesdke Wout he doesn’t know where the boat
is.

DAITCH:  Right.
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WEST: So then this one special time.... Everyorgeaheertain job. Mine was in that
thing to get on the smoke screen generator anpgu#g of smoke to confuse
him. So | was laying puffs of smoke, and we wemning tip top speed. This

Jap plane’s coming up on our stern, and he’s trionfgnd where the boat is. And every time

| laid a puff of smoke, he’d drop a bomb in it.

DAITCH: Wow!

WEST: So finally he dropped so many bombs on tHesmi smoke | was laying
behind us that he ran out of bombs.

DAITCH: Yeah!

WEST: So he got mad. He said, Well, I'll attackrthevith my machine gun. The
moon was shining bright as day, the moon was mistright. He saw us and
he started to strafe us. Oh, man! That'’s [Inaudlifolget on a 20mm. Nobody

had time to say nothing. The minute Smittie saw itene, he let him have it with that

20mm gun. And that plane went on away, and we t&ke him anymore. But that was the

type of mission the PT boats did.

DAITCH: Yes. Wow. So you were in many ways, youarérget.

WEST: Oh, yes, yes. Yes, oh, yes. Definitely. M®§tboats were a target most all the
time when you’re out there with these people is tiipe of thing. You try not
to, but we had a lot of maneuvers we could do tdise them. The smoke

screen generator was a big factor. You could ufee d lot of things. The smoke screen

generator, if we hadn’t had it that night, we coléd/e been in big trouble. Run out of tape?

[END SIDE 1, TAPE 1]

[BEGIN SIDE 2, TAPE 1]

WEST: We went to other islands and places, bunltdosow much of it you want.

DAITCH: Well, 1 think it was during the time thaby were at Rendova that Kennedy
probably showed up. Do you....

WEST: He showed up, yes.

DAITCH: Do you have any recollection of him in gaular or when he showed up or
the circumstances under which he showed up? Gi0$ienot him in
particular.
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WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

Have you read anything on.... Have you readmstuff on him?
Yes.

I’'m sure you have.

Yes.

I’'m sure, matter of fact, you have a questiut | meant how much have
you...?

| haven't read a....

The reason I'm asking this, | don’t know howch I'm supposed to tell you.
But I've read stuff on Kennedy, a bunch. | talkedsome of his crew and they
liked him very much as a skipper.

Yes, | have. Let me turn these off for @sed. [Pause]

We went to.... | would think that, well, yarere asking me about Kennedy. |
can read about two or three pages of one of theskskand tell you exactly
what he....

Yes. But you know what? What | want to know

You want to know.... You want it from me.

Your--if you had any.... And if you didn’that’s okay.

Okay. Well, I'll just say what happened.

Okay.

Kennedy showed up there at Rendova, anddikedioe of the boats over,
which was109, the skipper 01.09.

Now somebody else had had that boat.
Yes.
Okay.

Yes, somebody had had it before. There’a atbry behind all this stuff. But
anyway, I'm telling you the bottom line.
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DAITCH: Yes. Well, from what you....

WEST: He took the boat over, and we heard that Kdpmwas coming in. Well, we
knew about that time that Kennedy was a son o&thkassador to England. |
mean we didn’t know much else.

DAITCH: Had you ever met him at Melville or anypéaltke that?

WEST: No, I didn’t. Actually the only time | realipet Kennedy was--I'm kind of
getting ahead of myself here.

DAITCH: Well, let’s just back up then. I'm just aglg questions.

WEST: When | met him was after we picked him argldnrew up.

DAITCH: Oh, it was? Okay. So he was just aroundwis just another PT boat skipper.

WEST: Yes. Well, the idea was.... Another thingewlyou’'re on PT boats, you don’t
mingle too much with many other people. You're ssyppatrolling, working
on the boat, diving torpedo tubes, cleaning gund,checking the motors, and

the crews.... Then the officers had meetings. Tgw\yogether more. Liebenow I'm sure

could tell you a lot about Kennedy because he wasna him a lot.

DAITCH: Right.

WEST: But anyway, | didn’t know Kennedy other thahat | heard, and it was all
good. I mean | heard he was a good skipper, angdebple, the crew liked
him.

DAITCH: Really?

WEST: I heard he was a little bit like a daredéke. He didn’t mind taking chances.
Something like Liebenow. And so | can go into tineetwe were in the battle
and he was in it if you want to.

DAITCH: Yes, actually. Because that was anothet gbbig battle.

WEST: That’s another thing. It was. We got wordirmtelligence that there were

some destroyers who were up to Kolombangara Isasdpply the troops.

They had 10,000 troops on Kolombangara Islandh8yp got their meeting
together and went over, everybody deciding what threuld do. So we had 14 PT boats
in. And this is the night that they were going tore up and supply them. So we were
supposed to go up and attack these destroyerse&dl.w. Our boat was in.... The boats
went in as three: one, two, three. And then yoweveet up to attack to go in with ships and
so forth.
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DAITCH: Sort of like when geese fly or something.

WEST: To give them more firepower and so forth. Goat was . . . | think Kennedy

was up ahead of our boat that night. And Brantingfidenry J.

Brantingham] was in charge of that. Brantingham thasexec of the
squadron. He was an Annapolis graduate. And we ugtd attack them. We got up there,
and it was so dark that it was almost unbelievabtel couldn’t see nothing. You couldn’t
hardly see the bow of the boat. And so we’re goimgknow where we’'re going. We're
going into where they're supposed to be comingubho And all of a sudden someone says,
There’s a Jap ship coming through a certain plakey’re coming up in a certain area. Now
we’ve got to decide what position to get into taek these ships. So we went in there, and
this strait comes through there. And we went oough to the other end, and we didn’t run
into any destroyers, Jap destroyers. We didn’esge So we went on down to the other end
of The Slot there where they were supposed to aomEnd some how they had gotten in, it
looked like, and left their supplies off, and wemaning out. And that’'s when we find out
about it. They were coming out, and we knew exastigre they were. We were just laying
out there waiting for them to come by that areaveaould fire torpedoes at them, because
we knew they had to go through.

DAITCH: Right. If they got in, they’ve got to contack out.

WEST: There we were. So we were sitting over indtige of The Slot. | could show
you a map.

DAITCH: Yes, actually....

WEST: You give me that map over there, and I'll\shmu an area where, right there.
I'll show you on this map where the battle was, rehee were sitting, and the
whole nine yards, if | can get the page here. Bytay, | can tell you this:

While we were waiting for them to come through,ddlh sudden we saw a big explosion not

too far from where we were. That was the area wtrerg were coming out. We found out

later--we thought it was one of our boats torpedotimg a Jap destroyer. It wa69 being

hit. So, see, the destroyers had gone throughthaé&e Kolombangara Island. The destroyers

were going through like this. That's why he wasdiiect on. He was hit here. So we’re

sitting right here over in this area, our boa#isd we don’t know where anybody else is. It's
so dark you only know where you are.

DAITCH: So none of the boats can tell where eatieois.

WEST: And you don’t want to be talking on the ratho much. So when those
destroyers went through here, for everyone in heeghacked in to get away
from them. We saw them coming through. You coutd harely see....

Nighttime you can see the stern and the bow offa #imd we had a thing we used to gauge

the ship, and you look through it, and sight thifoitgYou get the bow and the stern weight,
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and you try to fire the torpedo and devise whaedpgs going at. And then you fire the
torpedo ahead of him naturally so he’ll run into it

DAITCH: Right. To calculate when he’ll run into ites.

WEST: So what we did, we fired.... It could haveéhe same destroyer that sunk
109.

DAITCH: Really!

WEST: Yes. | don’'t know. | don’t know if anybody éws that or not. Those
destroyers were coming through here. And theralatbese boats. And so
we fired two torpedoes at that Jap destroyer gthingugh here. But we didn’t

get any reaction from explosions. We used Markrgedoes. It's possible we could’ve hit

one of them, and it didn’t work. Because there v8&¢orpedoes fired that night.

DAITCH: And either none of them hit or none of therarked?
WEST: None went off.
DAITCH: Oh, my gosh.

WEST: See, they were old torpedoes. They're Mask Bater on we got Mark 13’s
which were aircraft torpedoes. They were good oBasthat's what we had
that night. And you can read all the books. Yorekhd some of the stuff in

them I'm telling you about, the Mark 8 torpedoest Be had a good shot at him. Then

we’re setting there waiting to see what he wasgeando, waiting to see if the torpedoes are
going to hit him. Nothing is happening. He’s goSe.we just sat there. That was it. And so
we’re waiting for him to fire at us. We were wagdifor him to put a searchlight on us. But
they didn’t want to do that either because theyndidant to give their position away.

DAITCH: Right. Yes.

WEST: So that's what they had at Guadalcanal. AI®RT boats got sunk at
Guadalcanal. The Japs sunk them with flashes, ldegiits, at Guadalcanal
there. That was another thing before we got there.

DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: But that's what happened there. And we thotighexplosion oPT 109, we
thought it was a Japanese destroyer being hit byobour torpedoes.

DAITCH: Yes. Not so.
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WEST: A lot of stuff went on back here we didn’tdm about because we were up in
this area, see.

DAITCH: Right. And you had several boats that weupposed to be together in here,
but you just got separated?

WEST: We got separated. If you got separated, $ aveness.
DAITCH: Yes. Is that usual?

WEST: Well, these destroyers knew where they wenegg They were going to go
through here. They knew there were PT boats inafes, I'm sure, by the
time they saw what was going on around there. Bege destroyers had been

up; this is the line here. That's where they wamid | said, That line’s not right as far as I'm

concerned. They can move that line over here wbeldloser. We were sitting over here.

DAITCH: Closer to the tip of Kolombangara.

WEST: He was keeping as close to Kolombangara aslild, yes. See, that way he
wouldn’t give his position away.

DAITCH: Oh, the closer he is to the island, thamsl's a background and you can’t see
them.

WEST: Right. When you're looking at a ship at dansl, you can’t even see the ship.
DAITCH: Yes. Oh, boy.

WEST: You can only see it moving away. That's wihappened, as | was just saying,
when we got shot up so much. That’s the reasocappéned. But that's what
happened that night. And then after that everybdathws that happened.

Then the next day we went back to Rendova. Weddl fiwo torpedoes, so we had to get

two more to put on the boat.

DAITCH: Now how come nobody went back to see wiegigened td09?

WEST: That is a big question. That is a big questioall those books I've read.
That’s a question in all the books. And that's wimatde Kennedy.... He got
disturbed about. They should’ve come back. But, $ed¢’'s when you're
assuming something. And | was with the Army CorpEmygineers for quite a few years. |
retired from the Army Corps of Engineers. In theoof Engineers you never say | assume
something.

DAITCH: Oh!

22



WEST: In the Corps of Engineers, we don’t know,de@’t ever use assume. They'll
never use that word “assume” in the Corps of Erggme

DAITCH: Yes. I'll bet.
WEST: As Su Me. So anyway, they tried to but thatl@sion, as big it was, it was a
terrible explosion. See, we were sitting down legree a ways when he was

up there.

DAITCH: But there was another boat closer to himght?

WEST: Oh, yes. There were boats all around thdttnig
DAITCH: Yes. So somebody would have been closervemuld have seen.
WEST: They figured that, yes.... The boats shoakkhwvent back in that area. See,

everybody’s going by the orders of Warfield [Thon@aswWarfield] sitting in a
foxhole up in Rendova, telling you what to do.

DAITCH: Right. He’s not out there.

WEST: He’s not.... As | say, we used to call hinoXRole” Warfield. He was a
commander. He was over the whole thing, the whpération. But now
Brantingham was over the operation up in here tighboats right up in
there. But Warfield’s sitting there and telling yatat to do. But anyway, what happened
was some.... Nobody knew it, but it should havenlsene. Nobody told anybody to do it.
So nobody took it on their own to do it. And eveargly went back to Rendova saying, boy,
109 is to the bottom, and all the crew’s gone witiriiat was what everybody assumed.

DAITCH: Yes, yes. Well, the people who were claggparently it was this huge
fireball, and they just figured nobody could suetziv

WEST: They all said, well, nobody could have sued\t. They were wrong.

DAITCH: Yes, a lot of.... It's amazing how many pé®did survive.

WEST: Itis. It is very amazing. And Kennedy has gdot to do with it, a lot to do
with that. He had a lot to do with that. He wasapbrave man, and he did a
bang-up job on that. So we went back to the basadit morning. And then

we kept our patrols going. But we never did makaizsol in this area, from the time that he

was sunk and the time that he was rescued.

DAITCH: Isn’t that odd.
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WEST: He swam out here from this island, from timg, he swam out nighttime into
this over here with a waterproof light and riskésllife every time he did it.

He swam out there because the boats would comeghmn patrol. We did it
all the time. We patrolled this area all the tirtis. a big area. So that’s.... Kennedy said in
one of the books I've got, he says, | mean theylshibave done it. Some of the other people
will say that Kennedy thought this, which he waghti He did it. It was one of the officers of
one of the boats that he really blamed for it.i"'®ne of the books.

DAITCH: Oh, really! Yes. | had never seen anywhibiag he was particularly bitter
about it. But he wasn't that kind of guy.

WEST: Yes. But I'm going to read some stuff to youell you why. He felt.... He
didn’t put a lot of it in there. But, no, what theysaying in the story is that
he felt that they should have done that.

DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: They should’ve stayed there. They shouldaitehtook off and went back to
Rendova. They should have stayed there and loakechd to see what they
could find in the water. It was so dark you coutds€e nothing. It was

unbelievable how dark it was that night. It was dlagkest night I've ever seen. The clouds,

where the clouds were. And you couldn’t see nothing

DAITCH: It kind of explains how.... Because ther#hist other question about, you
know, how could you not see a destroyer comingafy

WEST: The only way you could see the destroyer ognat you was to see the wake.
He probably didn’t see the ship.

DAITCH: Oh, so if he had the front end coming ahhthey wouldn’t have seen the
wake.

WEST: Well, this destroyer | think was coming anlso fast. | think them Japs had
decided that these PT boats are out there, so @eing to go through as fast
as we can go. And they were fast destroyers. Therg woing about 35 knots.

And when they hit him, he was moving, that destrayas. They wanted to get through and

get out of there as fast as they could becausekiiney there were some PT boats in there.

DAITCH: Yes. The other question was that I've spenple....

WEST: That's why they were so afraid of PT boaexause they knew they could do
a lot of damage, even if they did have bad torpsdoe

DAITCH: Right.
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WEST: They didn’t know that.
DAITICH:  Yes, it was always possible.
WEST: They didn’t know that.
DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: What did you start say?

DAITCH: I've heard people say that it was routineuse just one or two engines if
you’re just kind of idling out there.

WEST: Okay, okay. I'm glad you got into that. Y#@gat’'s true. You use the center
engine. You use the center engine, and you wonkieneaough wake.

DAITCH: To be spotted, you mean.

WEST: I didn’t know this when the National Geogrephvhen they interviewed me
up there, about the same thing you're talking abidkriow what | told them. |
didn’t know any different then because nobody digeuntil the story came

out. It's inPT-105; I've got the book. Kennedy’s conversation witle gkipper ofL05, that

wrote that book. He told him that he was on onarendNormally you would do that. You'd
have the center engine. We had three engines. sndvguldn't make much wake. The
wake what would give you away at nighttime.

DAITCH: Right. You can see the phosphorous.

WEST: The wake in the water, the bow and the st&onjust like we fired the torpedo
at that destroyer, we did it by the wake. We cotlilsiee the ship. We saw the
wake here, the bow here. | mean the bow here anstéhn here, and we fired

torpedoes between the bow and stern. So that ishehahe skipper df05, who wrote that

book onl105 said. He said him and Kennedy had a conversaboatahat. And he told him

that he had one engine. And he said the reasoidiveas to keep the wake down, which is a

normal thing to do. Except, the conditions we wander there with all those destroyers in

there and all. | told the people at the Nationab@aphic | figured he had all of his engines
running because there might be a possibility hetbadove fast. So | told them that. Then |
read in the book where he told.... It's nothing mgavith it because we did that a lot of times
to keep the wake down.

DAITCH: Yes. But on that particular night....
WEST: You're muffler's on. We had mufflers. You ddumuffle the engine. You

could muffle the engine and put one motor on, iarg8o you're going at
slow speed until you could find something you warite...
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DAITCH: Yes. So it's just unfortunate on that pauiiar occasion, when he really needed
to act fast....

WEST: It just happened to be, yes, that way. Ardititerview | had with him, |
remember he used that question quite a bit, hegpwsising me on it. And |
told him I thought that he had all the engines,rdason being that if he

wanted to move fast. But in this case it would hanagle no difference.

DAITCH: You don'’t think so?

WEST: No. It would have made no difference if e only.... It's being in the

wrong place at the wrong time. If he had been nptast, well, let's change

it then. Let’'s say he had all three motors in. QKeyey might not have
touched him. But what I'm trying to say is if yoa’going along here with one engine at this
speed, and this Jap destroyer runs over you, itiyoad all three of them in, you might have
been here instead of here.

DAITCH:  Right.

WEST: I mean it's one of those things.
DAITCH:  Yes, yes.

WEST: But who knows?

DAITCH: Yes, if he had all three engines running vinould have been in that place at
that time necessarily.

WEST: | believe if he'd had all three engines il &®@ was up here, and he’d run over
him here; if he’d had one engine in, he’d have Hesk here. So you can't....
He was doing right as far as camouflaging his lbsatg one engine. We did

it all the time.

DAITCH: Yes. And he would have needed to maybe maeeto get away from it. And
you’re also saying that maybe even with three esgyon, he might not have
been able to scoot out of the way.

WEST: With that destroyer moving at the speed hg, Wwa happened to be at that

spot, and that's where he was. And that was it.

DAITCH: Yes.
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WEST: | don’t think anybody could be blamed forHe was doing right in one way it
happened to be. But doing that, he happened to tieiwrong place at the
wrong time. It could have been somebody else’s.bbabuld have been any

of the boats out there could all have been run.dMer were sitting over in here, somewhere

along in here, that destroyer was over in ther&ak close to that shore as far as I'm

concerned, when you put that line through there, 8w know, we were sitting out here.

We were idling in this area, | believe, at one tiM& weren’'t even moving, just laying

there. | mean he could have run over us, or heddoave run over any of them.

DAITCH: Yes. So you're a sitting duck if you're idg and somebody moves out of the
darkness right near you.

WEST: I’'m not sure. | can’t say for sure we werknigl that night. But we probably
were running at the lowest speed we could.

DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: We were trying to stay in that area becaus&nrew they were coming out of
there.

DAITCH: Right. Yes.

WEST: That’'s what it was all about, waiting for théo come out. But I'm not sure if
we were idling. We probably weren't idling. We padily had our motors in
gear. We were going around in circles or whatews.knew it was in an area

where they were supposed to come by. Like | sagdsaw one of them, and we fired two

torpedoes at it. But we didn’t get no explosion.

DAITCH: And you know there’s four coming througmdayou only saw one of the four.
It's really a large sea.

WEST: That’'s what I'm telling you.

DAITCH: It's unbelievable.

WEST: It's like looking at a blank wall, a dark walhat ship was so close to
Kolombangara Island that we couldn’t see the dhipe’d been laying there
and not making any wake at all, we couldn’t havenda&im with binoculars.

DAITCH: Wow!

WEST: All of them watched with binoculars to seeannthey are. And | had good
vision. | could see a long ways over the watengtittime. Anyway, that’s

why Liebenow had me on a lot of watches on the.b&ad in that picture it
looks like I'm posing. I'm looking for coconut logs
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DAITCH:

WEST:

PT boat....

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

Which...?

That's why a PT boat’s lookout was very intpat because your boat could

be broken apart. And if you run over something $mahe water, you could

rip your prop right off the boat if you're going kigh speed. Belonged to this
You knew about that.

Yes.

And you’ve been in touch with those people.

| have. That's how | got your name.

You want to talk about something different?

Actually one of the things | wanted to agbu about was the other crew
members of Kennedy’s crew, if you knew any of th@mever talked to them.

Do | ever? | knew Starkey [Ray L. Starkeyl bnever talked to him after the
rescue.

Yes.
Yes. | talked to Smitty [James Smith] notdago. He was a gunner’'s mate

on PT 159. James Smith. | never talked to Mac[#ch4 in Arizona
somewhere, and I've never talked to Mac. | tallee&mitty. | think there’s

four of us left off my boat: Liebenow, myself, StgjtMac, and [Inaudible]. Oh, this is a
picture that was in the paper. | made some cogiés o

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

Oh, good. Which one are you here?
Well, | see him posing.
That'’s right.

But what I'm doing, I'm trying to.... See hiAlright, he’s on watch this way.
I’'m on watch this way.

Okay
And everybody’s on watch. But when we werdhlmway, | was right there

most of the time. Liebenow told me that’'s wheredhee for me to be, up
there whenever the boats are underway. But hehelgeople up in

Williamsburg at a bull session that the boat née#the dock unless | was on the deck. |
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thought that was pretty good.

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

Yes.

That’s about the way it was there. Oh, hiéygu want any pictures.

| was going to ask you if there’s a chan@®uld have one of these.

You can have that one. I'll give you anotbre.

Thank you.

I made some copies of them. This picture mvade a long time ago. I've had
this thing for a long time. There’s some of thetesups in that, a little bit, and
Liebenow’s name is in there.

Can | have one of these with the....

Yes, I'll go make another copy of that fouyo

That would be nice.

I'll make a copy of it for you, to give yolll run by the.... | can make a copy
with my fax machine, but they’re not that big.

Oh, okay.
There’s an Office Max right over here. | caake one for you.
We may have to go out together again san ind my way out.

No, I’'m going to go out with you. So when ygaoi out of here, I'm going to
give you an easy way out.

Oh, good. Whew!
I’'m going to take you to 64. You'll get right it and go.
Oh, that'd be great. Thank you.

I'll be going the same route we came in. W@l'll get to an exit that says
64.

Okay. Perfect. That | can do.
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WEST: We can go out.... | can run over to the, wiverget through here, | can run
over to the Office Max and make some copies of it.

DAITCH: Oh, terrific. Did you know any of Kennedytsew members on his boat, on
109?

WEST: Yes, | knew Starkey. Starkey was a torpedn,raad he was a member of our
squadron. And he went on the base force. We hadl yaliecall a base force.
The force took care of things that needed to bertadare of as far as the boats
are concerned.

DAITCH: Oh, okay, so he wasn’t on a boat. The Hasee just kind of was support.

WEST: On the boat, no. He wasn’t. But he went onnéely’s boat that night, | think.
| don’t know whether he was on it before or nott Biat night.... | knew him.
He’s actually the only one | knew on that boatri&tg, he was a torpedo man.

DAITCH: Yes. Did you know if he liked Kennedy?

WEST: Yes. | think the whole crew did, really. TlWway | understood it, they all liked
him. He was a very likable type of person. He mikedith the crew good,
you know. Something like Liebenow.

DAITCH: Yes. Liebenow told me that he ate with yguys in the mess hall, whereas
most of the officers would eat separately.

WEST: Oh, yes. He’s that type of person. Liebenas & special person. We
couldn’t have picked a better one, no way. He agtpened to be that way.
He’s from Virginia, | think Fredricksburg. And heaw a special type of
person. Everybody on the boat liked him. But wherh&d the problem.... We’d been on
patrol one night, and we’d been in the Kula Guldl arere on our way back the next
morning, back to base. And all of a sudden his kme®’t out. He hasn’t forgotten it because
| tried to pull it out. | didn’t want to mess hisg up.

DAITCH: Oh, really!

WEST: | put my foot.... He leaned back againstftmeard part on the bow of the
boat like, leaning back. And I'm out here. | wastpy strong back then. | put
my foot against this thing and took his.... He latkan like this. | took hold

of right here and tried to straighten it.

DAITCH: Yes?

WEST: Yes. That was the last patrol that he made.
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DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

No kidding!

| think it was.

Soitwas....

When he got in they took him to the hospital.
Oh, my gosh!

He came back.... I'm trying to think what nfothat was, and I'm not sure
what it was. But that was a sad day.

I'll bet.

Sad day that he left because this man rigtg,the was the exec, and we had a
problem with him.

Oh, really.
He was the opposite to Liebenow.
Yes. Did he become skipper then?

Yes. But if it hadn’t been for Stan Marst&tanmore B. Marhall], that you
say you’re going to interview him?

Yes, | talked to him last week.
You did?

Yes.

Oh, you've already seen him?

| did.

Oh, 1 didn’t know that.

He asked me to say “hello” to you.
Oh, 1 didn’t know that.

Yes, yes. | saw him last week.
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WEST: He’s quite a guy.
DAITCH: He’s very, very nice.

WEST: Oh, he's one of the.... We fell in love w&tan because he come on our boat.
And if he hadn’t, we would’ve had a big problem.

DAITCH: Oh, with the exec.
WEST: With this guy, yes. Rough.
DAITCH: Oh, that’s.... Yes. Oh, that’s too bad. Stan Marshall took over your....

WEST: What he did, he came in and calmed this tdmgn. It was getting ready to
explode.

DAITCH: Oh, wow!

WEST: Bad. It was. That's why Kelly sent him ovieette with us on the boat. He
knew something was wrong. There was a lot more gvtban he knew about
it. And I'm glad he came over there. I'll neverdet Stan. He wrote a letter

every day. He wrote a letter every day. Liebenoys $e’s got a mansion down there.

Liebenow told me, he said Stan had a mansion dav@arolina, South Carolina.

DAITCH: Oh, it's.... Their place is beautiful. Thgg got....

WEST: He was in the chicken business.

DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: He made it big, | think.

DAITCH: Yes, he did very well. He has a lovely fdynil met several of his kids, and
they're all very nice, warm people.

WEST: | was very fond of him because he’s a wondegxérson.
DAITCH: Yes, yes. He and his wife are very nicendan just a nice family.
WEST: Oh, I didn’t know you'd been down there.

DAITCH: Yes, yes. They were very, very, very nice.

WEST: | want to get in touch.... I've got to gettauch with him.
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DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

You should. I think he would love hearingi you, | really do.
Liebenow said he had a little trouble heanngomething?

He does. I'll give you his office numberfoee | leave because | think that
phone is easier for him to hear. And he goes tadoe

Oh, yes. He’s got an office in his home ®r...

No, it's a little.... Actually it was theifirst house when they were first
married, and how they use it for an office.

Yes, Liebenow says he’s got a mansion dowreth
Oh, yes, it's beautiful. It's beautiful. Ahthey live in an area where it's a lot

of family. And | think it was Mozie, his wife’s naan| think it was her family
that had this land. And a lot of the family memblewdt beautiful homes.

They're doing really well.

WEST:

He wrote a letter home every day to his sahlas relatives. We were real
happy he came on there because he was on theceitata time after
Liebenow got his knee hurt. He had to come bactkddtates here. He went

to Guadalcanal and was operated on, and then hiebaek to the States. And Liebenow
went to Europe.

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

Yes, he told me.

Well, you know about that. Well, did he sayoapicked him, didn’t he? You
know who picked him to go to Europe, don’t you?

Now was it Bulkeley or Kelly?
Admiral Bulkeley.
Yes, yes.

Admiral Bulkeley's in some of the books. Tleason he picked him because
he knew what kind of man Liebenow was. That's whypicked him.

Yes.
They were going on a secret mission.

Yes, he was telling me. It's very interexjistuff.
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WEST: Yes, it was. | told you, well, | probably wdo’t be sitting here if it wasn't for
him. Things happen when you're out in a war zoképjgrs, boats do certain
things, you know, that, some things that you cagdtinto which would make

a difference if you went into it. You could go intand get killed. But stay out of it, and you

wouldn’t have accomplished as much as if you'd goteit. He knew those things, he knew

that. We had a PBY for telling us which way to ggling us where the Jap barges were and
all.

DAITCH: What's PBY?

WEST: PBY is a Navy floatplane.

DAITCH: Oh, okay.

WEST: We had radio contact with them at nighttime.

DAITCH: But he had a good instinct for....

WEST: He had an instinct that was very good.

DAITCH: | wish we knew more about Kennedy as a pkiplike that. Because unless
you talk to his crew members....

WEST: Have you talked to any of these people?

DAITCH: They're all gone, his entire crew is godend | haven't, | never got to talk to
any of them.

WEST: Well, you could get a lot.... Well, all I'teeard pertaining to Kennedy and the
crew, | read, most of it I've read, that he wasoadyskipper, and they enjoyed
being with him.

DAITCH: Yes, they seemed to. They certainly hadtaonafter the war, too. | mean he

continued to, some of them, he saw them from torténte. Tell me about,
before we get too far afield, tell me about theraftath of wheri09 was
sunk. And then there’s this rumor that.... Aftez thiational Geographic people on there,
they did a TV program out of all that, they saidttthere was a memorial service for the
crew of thel09. But I've also heard other places, No, there waservice.
WEST: | don’t know about that. | never read anytham that.
DAITCH: Yes. And you don’t remember it. You woul@\been there.

WEST: It seemed like.... I don’t know. | don’t remker hearing that memorial thing.
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DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

Okay.

If it was, it's been a long time ago. Theoalld have been one time.... I'm just
trying to pick my brain. There could have been time there they were
talking about it.

Talking about...?

Do you think it ever happened?

Yes.

Do you think you heard it happened?

| heard it happened. But I've never seecahfirmed for sure.

| don’t think.... You probably won't either.

No. Maybe it didn’t. Well, would you usugllif somebody, if a boat was lost
or something happened, would you usually have aanieifd

Uh no.
No.
No, no, not that | know of. We had an incidiyat happened with Squadron

10 boats coming back from patrol. We never...olfi'ye on one boat and
something like this, mostly you only know what’smggpon on your boat, |

mean your patrols and so forth. Each one. And tihe anes that got into the meetings would
be the officers, the officers’ meetings; they haehh every so often or whatever. It seems to
me we maybe had a memorial that morning. Yes, & thha morning we got back off patrol. |

never heard of that.

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

happened?

Yes, okay. | was just curious. Because Iheard, you know, both ways. And
now once it's on TV or in a book somewhere, pedgleve it.

Well, that happens. They do all kinds of fstydu hear all kinds of things.
Well, tell me then like after, whether tleawas a memorial service or not, I'm

sure it's always shocking when something like thegipens. | know it
happens all the time in war. But was there anytlatiutt about what
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WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

No. | was just sitting here thinking that igimt have heard something about
one. But I'm not sure. I'm not sure, being you kgbuit up now. I'm trying to
think back. And it's possible there could have bseme talk about it.

Yes. People, | mean do you remember pesgaleng.... The commanding
officers makes the decision not to go back intccBédt Strait and patrol that
same area again.

Yes, Warfield.

Warfield made that decision. But do you ember anybody saying, Well,
shouldn’t we go back in there and see if anybodynft09 is out there?

I don’t know what happened the next day, teagot sunk, if someone did or
not. Has anybody told you that?

I think | heard that someone went out maybell, it would have been....

I would think that one of the boats would'tgat they would have sent one of
the boats out to this, but they didn’t. No, thaitd right. They didn't. If they
had, they would’ve picked them up.

They should have, yes.

Well, yes. They were there for.... If thegdne back the next day they
would’ve. See, we didn’t go up there in daytime.

Right. And that next afternoon is when thegre on the island.

Yes. You see the only time we went was nigigt We didn’t go in that area
because they had big guns sitting up on the shatextould blow you out of
the water.

Yes, yes. And Kennedy knew that.

They had 10,000 troops on that island, Kolangara Island. It's an island if
you went all the way around it, it'd be the sameustarted off and looked at
it and went all the way around to the other sitlmaked the same.

Really?

How are you using these two tapes? How dougautwo of them?

They're just, it’s just a duplicate. Anddb that because....
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WEST: You use them together.
DAITCH: Yeah. | do it because....

WEST: Oh, this tape is separate. Okay, you're ggttivo different....

[END SIDE 2, TAPE 1]

[BEGIN SIDE 1, TAPE 2]

DAITCH: Anyway, getting back to.... Did you havensething you wanted to say
before?

WEST: You can put this on the tape. The night thald you we got shot up, and one
of our engines got shot up.

DAITCH: Yes, between the two destroyers.
WEST: We torpedoed one of the destroyers afterat@gt from between them.
DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: And all that stuff. So we got all the peopié of the engine room. I'm going
back to this to tell you a little story.

DAITCH: Sure.

WEST: Got all the people out of the engine roomalbse we thought we were going
to blow up because we could smell gas coming othaifengine room. This
is high-octane gas. So we’re looking to get blownand we’re getting shot

up. So Dan Jamieson [Daniel Jamieson?], he washoef motor mech. He was, as far as

I’'m concerned, the best one in the whole squadidsmnever missed one patrol in 18

months.

DAITCH: Wow!

WEST: Not one. That man had a lot to do with it. Wéel three motor mechs. He was
chief motor mech. He had a lot of experience belfigreame in the Navy. But
he came out. | didn’t even see it, but anothergaw it. He was looking

outside and saw the bullets coming down, off tloews nest of the Japanese destroyer. And

he said, Dan Janieson said, “Look!” After we’'d gotthrough these things, all of these
bullets. We got through it. And we’d go off overbesomewhere and try to find one of these

Jap destroyers to shoot, fire torpedoes at. Anghigk “Well, | came out to see action. I've
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seen it. And now I'm ready to go home.” [Laught@rid we’d just gotten there.
DAITCH: I'll bet.

WEST: We had another over a year to go there.

DAITCH: Oh, my gosh! That must have been one ofwbest experiences.

WEST: Aaww, yes. Well, see, we were on patrol ghttime. We were under threat
of floatplanes all night. They come over you, esgcwhen you're going to
station. We had a station to go, say, about 50snaieay from, 40 or 50 miles

away, from Rendova. Certain place you had to gangpatrol for these barges, Jap barges,

looking for them. And each boat had their own statMWhile you're going up, you've got
rough water, and the boat is jumping all over tlae@, and you've got these floatplanes
dropping flares on you. He drops a flare on youw, #u@en he’ll fly over here and try and he
can’t see you. He doesn’t know where you're at. &immes we almost stopped the boat to
keep him from seeing our wake. But to give youdeaiof something, they dropped a flare
one night. They dropped a flare so we didn’t wannbve the boat so he could find where
we were. And the flare came right on top of thetboa

DAITCH: Oh, my gosh!

WEST: Then you move and get out of the way of theef

DAITCH: Yes!

WEST: But the maneuvers they had were to dropléned, and they did it almost
every night. And they’d go over here and turn aeel that the flare’d come
down so you could see it, so they could drop a bomigou.

DAITCH: Right. Yes.

WEST: They had personnel bombs in their planemlit took one, they were only
about that big around and about that long. Butairteem, it only took one to
blow up a PT boat.

DAITCH: Oh, yes.

WEST: We had tanks’ capacity of 3,000 gallons &f. ganly one of those bombs was
all it would take. | told you about that one plahat they dropped all the
heads on. | was putting a smoke screen while hedwggping the bombs.

DAITCH:  Yes, yes.

WEST: He had a lot of bombs. He dropped them all.

38



DAITCH: Oh, my gosh. Did you lose many boats? | mdal you see boats get blown
up, or was your squadron pretty lucky? What hapgene

WEST: No, no. We didn’t have much of that troutie had little problems. One
boat ran aground, and we never did get.... We digett everything off it
because they had a gun, the Japanese had a gupaittthe shore, and we

couldn’t get it. The boat, we finally sunk it, gad of it. Man, you ran to get the papers.

Kelly was one. He went in a rowboat to get the psypend he almost got blown up while he

was trying to get the papers, the secret papdrth@boat.

DAITCH: Yes. Wow, my goodness.

WEST: In that New Georgia Group of islands. Buthvael a lot of experiences on
patrols and things at nighttime. The one Kennedy waAnd there was the
one we had at Rendova. Most of the rest of thene Wwarge traffic, shooting

barges. We had on the bow of the boat, this heye/sliit there, there’s a 37mm on the bow

of this boat up here. That was the gun | fired wtieame was general quarters for barges.

Because the torpedoes, you stood by the torpeds talcase the electric circuits didn’t

work. And you had a plunge onto it and 2200’s blpolwder would shoot the torpedoes out.

But in case they didn’t work, sometimes they didtiie electrical circuits sometimes would

get corroded or whatever. But just in case you @athnd by there. But doing barge traffic, |

was up on the bow, and | had someone loading théaggume. And | was firing the gun up
there, the 37mm. It's about that big around, thedba
But this one night, it was in Kula Gulf; when lysidula Gulf, that’s a big place.

They had a big Japanese battle there one nighshios and the Japanese ships. We sunk....

We lost | think a cruiser and a destroyer theghtrin that place. And they lost two or three

ships. We saw the flashes from the guns from thegibor; we weren’t allowed to go out that

night because they knew this battle was going toecap in the Kula Gulf. So they had a big
battle there in the Kula Gulf there, in that aMd&as something | was gonna say about it. Oh,
we had.... We went up there one night, and Kellg aboard this night. He was the CO of
the squadron. And we saw these Jap barges, andmemd attacked the barges. And there
were two of us boats. And we were going in at ligbed. You make the runs, and you go by

them. You’'d fire all the guns at them. But they Imadre guns than we did.

DAITCH: Onh!

WEST: They had one barge they'd loaded it up withgy They put sandbags all
around them and took a big barge, and they hathis.night it was like a
miracle. There were so many bullets. | could semany bullets around me

they were like raindrops.

DAITCH: Oh, my gosh.
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WEST: That’s how thick they were. But when you makea belt of bullets, you've
got, that’s a tracer. And these four you can’t 3éere were four in between
the tracer bullets.

DAITCH: Oh, yes.

WEST: Anyway, we got them; we got shot up prettgt baaking these runs, you
know, on them. And we shot them up and sunk ortbeobig ones.

DAITCH: Oh, you did.

WEST: And then Sam [Sam Corey], our radioman, wadihg my gun. And all of a
sudden.... | kept telling him, “Hit the deck!” Wadhthis 37mm that only
would go from here to here and from here to herell Wrhen you turned,

made it around to come back for another run, yothieideck because the best target for the

boat is coming over on top of your head.

DAITCH: Yes, right.

WEST: So this one time | kept telling him, “Samt, thie deck! Hit the deck!” I'm
hollering at him, screaming at him. And he wasiggtt.. | don’t know why
he didn’t do it. He sat there, and all these bsilteere, you could see them
coming. And all of a sudden he howled at me, “Of1,@od!” Bullet went right through him
as he sat there. He was ripped. He was loadingunyhgre, and | was over here. I'm sitting,
and he was over there, firing the gun. He died atwoi o’clock in the morning on the deck
of PT 157.

DAITCH: Oh, my God.

WEST: They made another run with him laying ondeek.

DAITCH: Really.

WEST: Yes. Kelly made the statement, “Let's makether run for Sam.” He’s
laying up there on the deck. We went on in, andibd about two o’clock. He

was a swell guy. I liked Sam.

DAITCH: So would that be more typical in terms afaalties than losing a whole boat,
that once in a while somebody on a boat would magiehot?

WEST: Say that again?

DAITCH: It would be more normal, in terms of cadied, that usually you wouldn’t
lose a whole boat but just somebody on a boat ngighshot?
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WEST: Yes. We had one boat had two or three guyshgs up there.
DAITCH: Aw, gee....

WEST: Yes. A shell hit a torpedo and blew the tdipap. And | think it was three
got killed on it. I've got a picture somewhere sisotiodd City. It shows the
people in Squadron 9 who got killed, while we weperating from Treasury

Islands. We operated from this island becauserées twe could go underneath the trees to

keep the Japanese planes from seeing us in thengaygecause you get underneath these

trees you couldn’t see the boats; we could keem tited up in there. And also they didn’t
know where you were or whatever. At nighttime yogaout and come back in the morning
and you'd go back underneath these trees.

DAITCH: Yes, that was smart.
WEST: Tie up underneath the trees.

DAITCH: You were going to tell me a little bit moedout just being on the boats. You
were telling me before, when | didn’t have the tapechine running, about
how they really beat you to death.

WEST: Yes, they would. They beat me so much tsérted having pains in my
stomach. They'd give me shots, pills. And that’sewh finally had to come
back to the States. But I'd been on it a year ahdlf

DAITCH: Oh, my gosh.

WEST: They're supposed to take you off after sixiths, your body is supposed to
be beaten so much. It's hard to believe how muchgmthrough when
you’re riding on the boats. If you're travelingatertain speed, or the seas

are a certain way, it just almost knocks your teeth We were in some pretty rough water

with them.

DAITCH: Yes. Well, | think about that because Kedpeavas never all that healthy
anyway. | mean he had a back problem to begin witlal | wonder how he
tolerated that.

WEST: I don’t know. He probably was suffering. 1w say that he was suffering on
those boats. That's right, he volunteered to goud, in the boat. Yes, it's
quite amazing. | mean | think back on the condgibe was in, and people

didn’t know, didn’'t know the condition he was inndthat’'s something.

DAITCH: Yes. Well, and it wasn't easy duty for amgy. | mean you guys were all, |

had read or heard somewhere or somebody told mé&dra was not much to
eat. By the time you got up to Rendova, you ditia¥e....
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WEST: Oh, that. [Laughter] Yes. No, we didn’'t hawach to eat. We had to go steal
the food off the Army. Kelly, the CO, told us wegeing to be up, we was at
Tulaghi getting ready to go on the invasion of Rerad And the night before
we left, he said, | forget how it came out, butchene out and said, “Each person on watch,
you change watch all during the night, go up ts tharehouse. And if | brought back a case
of bacon.” See, we had cases of bacon and cagg@s®find cases of all kinds. “Well, you
tell the other fellows | brought back a case ofdrmad brought back a case of grapefruit
juice.” So when we left the boat and waited dowrthi®ybow. He said, “You're not going to
get no food for two weeks. And what you don’t ges,going to be up to you how you get
it. Get it any way you can get it.”

DAITCH: Kelly said that or your other commandindicérs? Or Liebenow said that?
WEST: It was passed down from Kelly.
DAITCH: Somebody did that.

WEST: But we did. Neither boat knew, you didn’t knahat the other one had done.
See, PT boats are a bunch of orphans. They didewéyathey had to do. So
we did that. And then when we got up there, we 'tiisve no galley set up

nowhere on the shore that we could go to get fBoitlon our boats we had a stove to cook

because we had to have something to cook on. Stal we could get on that, and then
we had 12 people on the boat to provide food forwSen we got up there to Rendova, and
we started to get water--we got water off LSTs.yThad huge water supplies, and they were
coming in, LSTs were coming in and supplying, gettieady to invade New Georgia Island

| was telling you about where the guns had beentsigpfrom. We got water off of LST’s.

So they were loaded with food, all over the deblesause they were taking the food with

them where they were taking soldiers to invade Km@rgia, the group of islands. And what

we did, we picked up all the food we could gettb# decks while we were getting water.

DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: We were getting water for the boats, andgtngs were picking up.... And
they had to wait in line, throwing stuff, casesstfff, off the LSTs. Okay?

DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: Somebody else probably told you that, too.

DAITCH: No. I think that’s the first time I've hedrof that. That’s pretty neat.

WEST: Well, that's what we did. And I'll never faggReynolds[?], our cook. He was

tall and slim. And there was a captain over thBi@v he’s about six foot
four; he was a very big guy. And Red had a casgarige juice heading
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towards the boat. The captain came up behind haparked him up, | think by the back of
the neck; wanted to know what the hell are you gleith all those cases of orange juice.
[Laughter] So he broke that up. So what we didugfimp we did that. And all the boats were
supposed to do this, see. We all knew it. And ves tivould split the food up with one
another. That's how we lived for about two or thweseks before we could get the galley up
to get some food out. That’s the way we did it.

DAITCH: Boy! So it was not like you were receiviagot of support. That every...

WEST: No, we didn’t. We didn’t have much supporthe beginning.

DAITCH: Every couple of days the supply ship coraksg and gives you what you
need.

WEST: No, no. They supplied us with water. Butfihed, you had to steal that.

That's what | call it.
DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: You picked it up. They had cases laying a#frdhe deck they were taking on
invasion for the soldiers. So we were taking ittb# deck, down below. And
we had guys--we were throwing cases down and kalfiw decks. Anything

we got we’d split up with the other boats.

DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: That's what we did. In our squadron. But, se& had Squadron 5 come in
there, same place. Now Kennedy, I'm not sure whkapnadron he was
attached to, 5 or 10. We had three squadrons thei®, and 9.

DAITCH: | can’t remember exactly how this workedutBvasn't he kind of left, him and
another boat or two were kind of left over out it squadron?

WEST: Yes, they were. They were, yes. They werav Noould tell you a story about

a.... You were just talking about some of the pedyaing killed off a boat.

There were more from.... | don’t remember too malsbut that. This one
boat, Squadron 10, was coming back. Two of thembegeh on patrol the night before. And
one boat broke down, engines broke down, and anbta was towing them. And they
were coming back, and they were in an area thegnitesupposed to be in. And the B-25’s
were coming back from Rabaul on bombing; B-25’sythad a lot of machineguns on them.
And they saw the PT boats down there, and thetestéiring on them.

DAITCH: Oh, no!
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WEST: And they.... I'm just trying to think if thesunk one of them. | think they sunk
one of the PT Squadron 10 boats. One guy, he wem énd got the
American flag, and was waving at the people inBH&b’s. And they cut

his arm right off from the machinegun bullets.

DAITCH: You're kidding!

WEST: Normally on a boat you have to get orderfsréofrom the skipper. Under
certain conditions you don’t do that, if you'redartain conditions. Like the
night I'll tell you that Smitty fired on this planéle did. He just, like that, he

did. We were going to go get sunk, and heBut a 20mm opened up on that plane and he

might have saved us. The other thing was a guy @ahgm the 20mm gun, and he shot the

motor right out of the B-25.

DAITCH: Really!

WEST: Yes.

DAITCH: Oh, my gosh!

WEST: So that’'s what saved some more lives theeeshét the motor out of the
plane.

DAITCH: Did the crew, the plane crew, survive?

WEST: Yes, they did survive. But they thought tegre shooting at Japanese.

DAITCH: Sure they did.

WEST: So they had a big to-do at Guadalcanal ity a big identification thing, so
they could identify PT boats.

DAITCH: That was a good idea.

WEST: Too late then after the people got killed.
DAITCH: Oh, yes.

WEST: They took a beating.

DAITCH:  Oh, boy.

WEST: In that boat. Like | said, Liebenow, the gl@p of the boat, he did a lot of
things that helped the crew out, to keep us frottirgesunk.

44



DAITCH; Yes, yes, smart man.

WEST: He was. He was the best skipper in the sgquadr

DAITCH: Um, let’s just turn these off for a secoadd see.... [Pause] Let’s first talk
about....

WEST: I’'m just trying to think. I've got a tape semhere on that. They gave me a

tape on part of it, National Geographic did. | talhyou what | did. | can tell
you exactly what | did.

DAITCH: Okay.

WEST: National Geographic called me and asked rhevdfuld come up to

Washington to help identify tHeéT-109. And I told them | would. They said,

“We'll get back with you later.” So they got bagktouch with me, and told
me, they sent me plane reservations and moteMags@ns. They made it all. | didn’t have
to do nothing. They sent me up there. | spent ietup there, and | went to the.... They
met me at the motel the next morning, a coupléei fpeople. | don’t know their names
right now. And we went over to the National Geodpiapvhere they’re having, where they
make their movies. They have their films set up afnd they had the actual photographs of
the camera 1200 feet below water where they'd foumhdt they thought to biéT-109. And
they wanted me to help identify the torpedo tubeahbse that was the only part that was
visible because sand had covered the rest of theup the wooden part.

So | identified, with two people from the Navalchives were there, | identified the
torpedo tube as being the one identical to thetloaiewas on that boat. And that's what they
wanted to hear. The more people identified it ttéds. And the two people from the Naval
Archives said the same thing. So | spent abouethnel a half hours viewing this film that
they'd taken until as far as | was concerned tha iz So that was about the trip. Then they
made a tape of it, a tape up there for about an, loei tape. | taped practically my whole life
of it. They sent part of it to me. I've got it sowlgere in there; right now I’'m not sure where,
but I've got it upstairs.

DAITCH: So what did you...? When you're lookingthat video.... I've seen some video
of that, of the torpedo tube. It's got | don’t knevihat they were, barnacles or
other kinds of stuff. How did you.... | mean howyt get past all that to see

what's really...?

WEST: Well, what they were looking for was the attthe part of the tube that
cranked the tube out. That was the main part. Aedoeople from Naval
Archives said the same thing. But that type of kr@ncrank that tube out was
it. It had to be it. And there was metal, it wasnaétal, and it showed up good. And it
showed up good in the picture. So we went pastasieof it and just looked at it. And said,
well, this is what cranked this torpedo, see. W§m@un got underway at nighttime, the first
thing you did you cranked your torpedo tubes ound Aou put them out in position. If
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you’re going out, if you think you might be goingtdo a larger ship to torpedo. If you're
not going out to anything but small ships, you daiw it.

DAITCH: So normally they kind of sit on the decktbk boat.
WEST: They sit, and then you crank them out liks.th
DAITCH: Okay.

WEST: They're sitting at this angle, like that.

DAITCH: Yes. Sort of diagonal off the deck.

WEST: See the torpedoes are sitting there on tble. déow they're sitting there, you
can't see it. Huh! Well, anyway.... But you crahlem out.

DAITCH: Yes, right there on the banner; it's on theck here.

WEST: Yes. Okay. They're sitting there. There’sank right, this is what we
identified, right there.

DAITCH: Mmmm hmmm. This is the front?

WEST: That crank, when you pull it, you've got armk on it, you put it on inside,
and you crank that torpedo, move that torpedo thaattube ends up over
here, sitting way over here, to shoot that torpedidike this.

DAITCH: Right. So it's not going across the deckloé boat. It's just sitting outward.

WEST: Right, right. So that's what we used. That pad to be the type that was on
the torpedo tubes.

DAITCH: Yes. Now is that unique to PT boats, thosanks?

WEST: This was, yes, unique for these. But theyevadiralike. | mean not all of
them, but the squadron, the boats out there wérebbdats in the South
Pacific were all, | guess, at that time.

DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: Except for.... | mean as far as ELCO [EledBoat Company] boats; this is an
ELCO boat, and that had that type of tube on it.

DAITCH: Yes. So that had to be tA89.
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WEST: Yes, yes.

DAITCH: That'’s interesting. Well, tell me about, wel not get around to actually
talking about your biggest interaction with Kenngdfich was picking up
him and his crew. How diti57 get involved?

WEST: Well, like | said, we're all talking, the evevas all, we thought they had all
drowned and the boat was laying on the bottom.Ilthis evening, late in the
evening, this war canoe came up, and it had thatsees in it. I'm not sure

whether the shore watcher or not--we called theonestvatchers; they're intelligence

people--were with them or not. I'm not sure of tH2ut this man down where it is in the
book. His picture’s in here. | don't think he w#igs) not sure if he was with the men or not.

But anyway, they delivered.... The first time | s@awas when we came on board, he had this

coconut shell, and we were all standing aroundhéncockpit of the boat looking at this shell

and this piece of paper which Kennedy wrote onsiBemt Kennedy carved on that shell
what we needed. He told us where they were, howympaaple were alive, and how many of
them were dead. And he told us where to come. Amdauld have used the coconut shell
without the paper. But then when he got with thesaple, and then he got a piece of paper,
then he wrote some other, which is right here.

DAITCH: Okay.

WEST: There’s the shell right there. Then we rdedwhole thing. Then the officers
in the groups in charge of the operations at Readant ashore and had a
meeting. They came back, and they picked our i&&t,and | think it was
two other boats went with us. But our boat is the that went ashore. | used a lead line and
directed the skipper in between the reefs, we bdapbtwithin a few feet of the reefs, and then
you could run the boat aground. So you had toused a lead line to keep getting our--a lead
line is something you measure depths with.

DAITCH: Oh, okay.

WEST: It tells you how deep the water is. It's medkand you had markings on it you
could feel. So at night you can’t see it, you've gofeel them. And they're so
many fathoms for each mark. And | used the leagl limd he was going very

slowly to keep us off the reefs because some of tvere on top of the water almost. So we

went in almost to the shore, pretty close to theshAnd then | got in one of the little boats
with two other people; I think Mac was one of thevtac was one of them, and I'm not sure
who the other person was. But we went in to shodcethen made a signal. And they came
out. We kept loading them on the boat, on thesliihghy, the rowboat, the dinghy we had
that we took up there for this purpose. And itlscat we used to use for other things. We
used to take shore watchers ashore with in, ig&iice reports, nighttime. But just a little
boat. We kept bringing them out ‘til we got therhaddoard. And Kennedy, he was there. He
had come aboard. He went in and helped get thephelpted get them on the boat, get them
in the boats.
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DAITCH: Now you had picked up Kennedy at the shoegcher’s location and then
gone over to pick up the crew? Does that sound?igh

WEST: Yes. Well, yes. | got ahead of myself adittit. We went over and got the
people from where the intelligence people wereha island there.

DAITCH: Right. Because the natives had taken hirerdkiere?

WEST: Yes.

DAITCH: Okay.

WEST: The natives had taken him over there. Wedl first thing was, though, | got
ahead of myself a little. Kennedy what he did, thagl a signal he told them
that they’d use. And he fired either one or twotstimom a rifle, | remember

that very well, to let them know what was going And then after that we went in and

picked them up in the boats.

DAITCH: Yes. What was the crew like? They must hiaeen pitiful.

WEST: They were very happy people.
DAITCH: I'll bet.
WEST: Yes, they were very happy people. And sontberih were burnt pretty bad,

and they were very sore, and hadn’t had anythireatether than coconuts

all the time they were on the.... They were infgrbad shape. But some of
them were.... Most of them could walk pretty goad; helped them, helped them on, got
them in the boats. And we got them onboard, anchKéy and the crew were down below.
We had some food for them, and we had some mealicalVe had a pharmacist's mate
onboard taking care of the wounds on some of therd.we’d brought some extra food
along for them to eat, have something to eat. Aaudiglenty of coffee for them to drink. And
we got out of there, got out from under those regds back out in the deep water. And we
went back to Rendova with them onboard. Then tlydttithey went ashore and stayed on
the base that night. The next morning we took thmcrew, Kennedy and his crew, down
to Tulaghi. That's where we took the pictures thate down in the boat | was telling you
about.

DAITCH: Yes. We'll have to nose around some more see if we can find that. That
would be wonderful.

WEST: There’s that. Yes, I'd like to find that piceé. Liebenow got one, too. That
was about the way we did it.
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DAITCH: What do you remember about the trip bacldirobably weren’'t hanging
around with them because you had duties to perfBuhdid you, you know,
get to talk to them or overhear anything they wahleng about.

WEST: No, not really. Because most of the time $wa the deck of the boat. And
when the boat was underway most all the time leovadeck. That was my
rating, torpedo’s and gun’s mates. That's the datkg. And your time is up

on deck. And | didn’t really.... They were all dowalow. And | didn’t even get to talk to

them. The main thing we were interested in [waglégbthem in that boat and get them to

Rendova. | never even.... They weren't talking dbio hey just wanted to get on the boat.

When they got down below, they all got togethehédipeople were down there with them,

but what they said about it, | didn’t.... | was abaexk most of the time.

DAITCH: Did you talk to them later? | heard thatrifeedy took some ribbing about
letting his ship get rammed by a destroyer.

WEST: Oh, he got.... I think he got some. Yesjrnkhe got some ribbing, but you
know it's.... Most of them.... Not to him because iut@ve happened to any
boat up there. You had 14 boats, and any one of toald’'ve gotten

rammed. It just happened that his was the boaigihtatammed. Nobody could blame him for

it because it’s like any other boat. If you're iretline of one of them destroyers, dark as it

was, there’s no way you could see him. The only wa@aycan see something at nighttime on
the water is you use a moon track, what we calbamrtrack.. It's when you look across the
water and see the light part. Then like when | #avJapanese destroyer coming in, | told
you, from out in the ocean at the Rendova batte;rg just looking. The ocean'’s light back
there. But this night it was so.... It was the @stknight I've ever seen in my life. It was just
like.... I've been on the water a lot, and I've aegeen anything like it. You couldn’t see

nothing. And that was the problem. If that had ba@moonshine night, it would’ve been a

different situation altogether.

DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: A lot of difference. There would’ve been adbthings done different and
would’ve had a lot.... We would’ve had a lot mosople dead and a lot more
boats would’ve been involved and everything elsg.ri®body could see

nothing. The Japanese picked the night. That's thly picked it. They knew what it

was going to be. They knew there were PT boateat&va. And they knew how dark it was

going to be. And we didn’t have any radar. Thagfobe we got the radar.

DAITCH: Right. Yes. So it's an advantage or a disatage, depending on how you
look at it. It's an advantage because they ca@tysel. But it's a disadvantage
because you can’t see them.

WEST: That'’s right. Exactly. Exactly.
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DAITCH:

WEST:

That must have been so nerve-wracking, koow, being out there in the
complete dark. You can’t really communicate witeleather because you're
not supposed to use radios.

No, right. Right. One of the boats brokemad gaid something to somebody,
but | forget what it was. It's in one of these seorl read. | forget what it was
they said. | don’t know it was. But you weren't paged to unless it was a

dire emergency that you have to do it.

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

Yes, yes.

It's a night I'll never forget, never, nevélo.

So tell me, when you picked them up, you&busy when you were on the
boat moving. Did you get to talk to any of thenRa&indova or Tulaghi,

Kennedy or his crew?

No. I didn’t talk to anyone. | don’t rememlzary conversation. I'm sure | had
some. But | can’t remember anything.

Yes.

These people were so interested in gettilg fidey were beat-up people.
Yes.

And not much conversation goes on.

Yes, probably not.

Some conversation went on between Kennedyhasncrew down below and

stuff like that. But | wasn’t down there, so thereo way | could’ve known.
Some of the other people, I'm sure, might have beem it. Most of them are

not around anymore.

DAITCH:

WEST:

Yes. Right. It's just such an amazing thinghink Liebenow, he kind of
laughed when talking about using the term “rescu&eé he said, “We just
picked them up. It's not like we found them.”

That'’s right. That's right. I've got a tag&.e got a tape | was going to use
here at Norfolk. | don’t know how it happened. Blhannon [William
Shannon?] had.... | know what it was. The last Batthat was in existence

was in Norfolk. It's a 120-foot aluminum boat. Atltey were using it out there for pulling
targets for something to shoot at because it's Tdsit one had eight diesel engines in it.
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DAITCH: Wow.

WEST: But anyway, that was the last one. And thapt@d something that week to
put on the news pertaining to PT boats. So Billigabuch, Bill Shannon....
Somebody got in touch with him, and he asked ngotover there with him.

So I met him over at [Inaudible] in Norfolk. Andvgé got a tape, they give you a tape with it

with the.... So with these people, they don’'t wgoi to beat around the bush. They want you

to say in the least words and....

DAITCH: Right, for news.

WEST: Cut to the bottom line. | was starting to saynething, and he said, “Well,
how did you get them out?” | said, “Well, we lefeRdova, and we went up to
the island.” | don’t know the name of the islanghtinow. It's in his book.

And | said, “We picked them up, and we brought theok to Rendova. And that’s it.” And

| knew what he was doing; it kind of got to met#dibit. | said, Well, I'll give it to you short

and sweet.

DAITCH: [Laughter] Right. Exactly.

WEST: I've got the tape of it.

DAITCH: Yes, if you don’t want to hear the whol®@st, I'll give you as little as
possible.

WEST: Yes. Anyway, he just sent me a tape of viery short tape. Well, it's pretty

good, though. It started off with PT boats underaag different things, you
know. And then you come down to our conversation.

DAITCH: Oh, yes. Did they use old footage of the lfokts from the war?
WEST: Yes.

DAITCH: Did they use old footage of the PT boatslemvay?

WEST: Yes. They used it, yes.

DAITCH: That's neat. Well, | don't....

WEST: | can make you a copy of that if you want.

DAITCH: Yes. I'm sure we've got footage. Althouglstiould ask....

WEST: I don’t know if you've got that or not unlegsu got it from [Inaudible]
Norfolk, [Inaudible].
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DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

Oh, that'd be fun to have.

See, it was on the news. | don’t know what y@nt.

You know all these little things having tlo with Kennedy are valuable for
the Library. Because anybody who comes with a cegaestion about a
certain thing, you'd like to be able to direct théonit.

I would say you got a lot of information frdorebenow and Stan.

Yes. Although...

| call him Liebenow. His name is Bud.

Yes.

Well, they called him Bud. His name was V.

Yes, yes. But, you know, everybody has tlmevn experiences, and it's good
to hear from different people.

Yes, it is.

So did you ever, after that, have any casaéons with...? | mean Kennedy
stayed. But | don’t know if he stayed in your squex

What was that?

Kennedy stayed after tH®9 was sunk.

Yes, he did.

He got another boat.

Yes, he stayed, but | didn’t run into himké.il say, our boat crews, most of

them stay on the boats. And we very seldom werdraslht wasn't, you
know, one of those things; you didn’t get to talkother people a lot, just the

ones on your boat. And the officers had their nmggsti and they had to get together more
than anybody else.

DAITCH:

Yes. That was pretty hard duty, wasn’tB&cause | asked Liebenow, you

know, | thought, well, the officers maybe hung arduAnd when you’re not

working that maybe they played cards or did thithat or the other. And he

didn’t seem to indicate that there was a lot of) koow....
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WEST: You didn’'t have time. Well, you see, your gedunder such strain all the

time from patrols at nighttime. In the daytime ye@iigot something. The

crew, | mean, you've got, if you fired the gunsuix@ got to clean your
guns. Or fired torpedo tubes, you've got to cldanttibes out. You've got to put all the
torpedoes in the tubes. The engines, you had weoblking on the engines, checking the
engines all the time, and different things. On atlibere are so many things to do that....
The only time we had off was nighttime if we didhdve to go on patrol. Yes. Then we used
to play poker all night.

DAITCH: Oh, really!
WEST: All night long. Two-bit poker.
DAITCH: The officers played with you?

WEST: No. The vents in the boat, you had to keemthll closed up because no light
could get out.

DAITCH: Oh, right.

WEST: And you've got a towel wrapped around youwkneiping the perspiration
off. We used to play poker ‘til two, three o’clookthe morning.

[END SIDE 1, TAPE 2]

[BEGIN SIDE 2, TAPE 2]

WEST: But sometimes you had to go in place of smdglelse that couldn’t go. You
had to go in their place.

DAITCH: Oh, really! On another, on a differentAs an individuals you’'d have to go on
another boat, or your boat would have to go?

WEST: No, no. You'd stay on your boat.

DAITCH: Oh, okay.

WEST: Let’s say boal65 couldn’t go on patrol: Somebody’s boat would ghis
place. Sometimes you had assignments like you diagiesy different spots
maybe we need to go. Well, the intelligence sagsetk a bunch of Jap barges

going to be carrying troops over here tonight, thght. Sometimes so many boats had to go
for that. Then maybe that meant you had to go tigbta in a row. It makes it rough, I'll tell
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you, when you did it.

DAITCH: Oh, yes.

WEST: Because it takes you a day to recuperateusecgu’re up all night long.
DAITCH:  Right.

WEST: You're not.... You're supposed to have aghreWe had three off and three
on. But if you had any kind of battle quarters dgrthe night, you were up
most of the night. I'll never forget what happereek night. It was in the

Kula Gulf. And Liebenow, he would pull a fast oihe, was going to shoot it. There was

supposed to be a Japanese up on a hill had a éaweh gun up there. So | was asleep. You

slept with a helmet on and your lifejacket, and had a .45 and a machete. A special
machete about that long. And three clips of amnmitAnd it was tracers so if you were
knocked overboard, you could shoot it, and theyik pou up. But the whole time you were
in a helmet, lifejacket, and .45. That was the amif ‘til we left at dark until you came back.

Because some of the guys, their boats got blowmng they lost a whole crew because

someone was sleeping down below. You slept ondogleck. If it rained, that'd make no

difference. You still, you got to go there and plegou’d put something over the top of
your head and try to get some sleep.

DAITCH: Yes. But at least you'd be alive.

WEST: This one night I'll never forget. | was kialg in the bed for years afterwards.
During the nighttime, Liebenow decided we could age37mm on the bow
to fire at this Japanese 6 inch gun up on theshithewhere. He was up there

somewhere. But you didn’t want to let him know wégou were. Anyway, the reason I'm

saying this is at the time he pulled the triggetlm37mm to fire it, a guy grabbed me and

said, “General quarters!” And when he did, | almastped over the top of the torpedo tubes
and over the side of the boat. [Laughter] | thougétgot hit.

DAITCH: [Laughter] Yes, because you heard the gerdi the same time.

WEST: Yes, same instant. I'll never forget that.

DAITCH: Yes, that’s scary.

WEST: He was just, you know, just messing arourtti Wiat gun, just shooting at....
We knew the gun was up there somewhere. So welattireg them know we
knew they had a gun up there.

DAITCH: Yes. Right.

WEST: They shot a couple of rounds up there.
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DAITCH: Wow.
WEST: But | almost jumped out of my skin.

DAITCH: I would just imagine there were lots of spdes like that, across all the boats,
that there were lots of times when you just jumpetiof your skin because
it's so nerve-wracking.

WEST: Yes, itis. Your nerves are tense most ohigat. | mean you're bound to get
a little.... We had it set up like three on anceéoff, but it didn’t mean
nothing. If you could do it.

DAITCH: Yes. Right.
WEST: That's the way we worked it.

DAITCH: Who would, like does the skipper get thaeeand three off, or hardly ever
does the skipper get that?

WEST: Yes, he got it. Yes, he took it. Yes. As |l@sgthe patrol was going normally.
| mean, you know, he would. It all depends. Itdepends on what went on.
Most of the time it would work out that he'd getBut a lot of times it didn't.

DAITCH: Yes, right. | can imagine even just, youkwy you're trying to rest but there’s
noise and you hear shots fired in the distancet' Qust a bumpy night, and
the water’s rough.

WEST: Most of our patrols at nighttime, the mufflevere closed. It'd stop some of
the noise from outside. | can tell you an incidégbu want to know of
another incident.

DAITCH: Sure.

WEST: | put a lot of time at the wheel of the bbatause | had been on boats a lot
before, and Liebenow used to put me at the whetleoboat. He’s here. I'm
here, and he’s here. Lots of action on the boat wet way, too. And this

time we were in the Kula Gulf. We were up on orte%f the island in the Kula Gulf there.

And we were looking for Jap barges, and we wersecto the island. We used to get so close

to the island, you could smell the fish, the Japaneere cooking fish, if the wind was

blowing the right way.

DAITCH: Wow. Now which island was Kula Gulf?

WEST: Kula Gulf was Kolombangara Island.
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DAITCH: Kolombangara, okay.

WEST: Kolombangara was sitting on Kula Gulf. Somé,anot all of it; but part of it
was. There was this one night we were up therewanslaw a destroyer
coming way off. So we backed into the island. Wekied the boat into the

island as close as we could get because we didmit that destroyer to see us. If we were

laid in, he’d go by. We didn’t know if it was a Jdpstroyer or if it was one of ours. We
weren’t sure. Because, you know, nobody told usdha of ours was going to be in the area.

DAITCH:  Right.

WEST: But he’s coming around, and we’re backingnd backing in. And all of a

sudden one of our boats, there were three botkt|K, with one over this

way, one over this way, and we'’re in. We were linpdhere backed into this
island. And all of a sudden one of the skippersa of these boats, he lost his nerve or he
lost something. | don’t know what it was. But hallg almost got us sunk. He fired two
torpedoes at that destroyer. And when he did,l#sh ffrom the tubes--see, you’ve got no oil
in it--flash from the tubes, and that destroyertsthflying back. Oh, my God! I'll never
forget that night. And so then we had to get ouhefe, try to get out of there without
getting shot and killed or sunk. And by that timéwen we were backed in, and then he fired
two torpedoes at the destroyer. And then tookTdfe shells were coming over the deck of
our boat so low, it looked like if you'd been starglup it would’ve taken your head off.
They were just missing. And then they started gflares over the top of us so they could
get you in where you’re at. They had us on raganhat it was. And we found out later it
was one of our own destroyers.

DAITCH: Really!

WEST: Yes. | don’t know. We’'ll never know for suM.e think it was. The Japanese
wasn’t that good. Them shells would come over tipeaf the boat, and the
shell would go in the water over here, and youyl $tow did the shell go

over the boat and hit there? That's how close.sF&d would have taken you.... Skimming

the boat, the shells.

DAITCH: Wow.

WEST: On top of that, what happened, I'm at the elloé the boat now. Liebenow
said, “Let's go! Push ‘em wide open and let's ggpushed the throttle wide
open and forgot to open the mufflers. | mean theas so much excitement

going on there. We're firing these torpedoes, walmeost getting blown up. And as I'm

pushing ahead, | said, Oh, my God! Open up theleraffAnyway, we got out of the range

of that destroyer because we could go faster tleamds. And he stopped firing. But we got
in the next morning. Our mufflers were made outabper, and they all were bulged up
from the pressure of pushing [Inaudible] motor. kel three 1500 horse Packards. You
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push them all forward, and then put so much pressarthe mufflers, that they were all

swelled up.

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

DAITCH:

WEST:

Oh, my gosh!

So we were wondering about that, we got adtdidn’t get shot or sunk. We
almost got sunk.

Yes, you were lucky.

We fired two of our own, and it helped us get speed also. We got the
weight up the stern

Oh, yes. Yes. Did the Japanese have bbatswere similar to PT boats?
I don’t know, really. I don’t think so.

Because it makes you wonder why a U.S. mgst would fire on something
that doesn’t look like anything Japanese.

Well, see, we were--being that far away, yma were setting back against the
island.

Oh, he couldn’t tell what....

They must have picked us up with the radheyTprobably thought we were
Jap barges. They knew that the Japanese were taslémal.

Right. And you're right up against it.

As far as they’re concerned, they didn’t kne/were there. So whatever it
is, we're going to shoot it.

Yes. Right.

Give them good target practice. So the nedihey got together on it, though.
They found out that it was.... We figured it waschuse we figured the
Japanese couldn’t shoot that good. And the radarh®d the best radar.

Yes, yes.

It was quite a, quite a thing. When that bwatl those two torpedoes, he

flashed, and that destroyer.... | think we couldje¢ten by with it if we’'d
have sat there and not moved. But he was afra@mkma chance to let that

destroyer go by.
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DAITCH: Yes, yes. It’s just different. You know lauld imagine making decisions
and....

WEST: Now Liebenow would’ve never fired the torpedoSee, there’s the
difference. He would’'ve never fired the torpeddés’d have taken a chance
on them going by. That's what I'm saying.

DAITCH: Yes.
WEST: There’s a difference in your skippers.
DAITCH: Nerves of steel.

WEST: You had a feeling of him.... He’s a man thiatisted so much. | trusted him.
All of us did. All of us trusted him.

DAITCH: Yes, that's a great thing to have in thatdkof a situation where....

WEST: We were fortunate to have him. Yes, he hadesbing that a lot of other
people don’t have. He had a lot of guts, for oneghAnother thing was he
used his head and not putting yourself in certasitppns sometimes that'd

get you sunk when other people would maybe. Wesbatk other boats that'd do that. And

that’s big factor. We were blessed. My daughtessayse the word fortunate a lot. She don’t

like that. She says, “You were blessed.” My daugbt very religious person. Whole family
is. She says, “You were blessed.” | say, “Yes,reagvith you.”

DAITCH: Well, certainly in that situation you waat...

WEST: Well, when | was out there, | did a lot oaping, and I think that helped me
in a lot of the situations we were in. It gave yogood feeling you had
somebody higher than you to help you.

DAITCH: Do you think that other.... Well, | guesgegybody has their own thing, but in
that situation where you were.... | mean you werthe middle of some of
the worst fighting. | mean the Solomon Islandsttadlt island-hopping. And

right in the middle of the Japanese.

WEST: Yes, we had it pretty bad there for a wHBeiadalcanal had more of the
Japanese ships coming down there where they warkthey didn’t have
many boats there then. And they had to send out thbg had. They lost a lot

of boats. They got blown up. A lot of the boat&atiadalcanal before we got out there, the

Japanese were sending down cruisers and destitmg@asse we were taking Guadalcanal,

and they were trying to stop us from taking it. Aafter we took it, they were trying to take it

back. So we got in there when they were tryingl@tit back. So those they call it fifth.
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That's why so many guys you’'d get them going belaven off watch. But a lot of them, a
shell would hit the boat and kill everybody. Thatky the only time we were below, we left
the harbor at night, come back the next morningraakle a pot of coffee. One guy would go
down and make it, and that's it.

DAITCH: Yes, yes. | just was thinking | mean welre.

WEST: And you kept your lifejacket on all the tifieaudible].

DAITCH: Well, a lot of what you’re describing is.so

WEST: Helmet and lifejacket.

DAITCH: Yes.

WEST: Survival gear, we had a machete about timg,land you pushed it in between
your .45 and your belt to help survive.

DAITCH: Yes. If you end up on an island.
WEST: | always dreaded if the boat would get hd get taken prisoner by the
Japanese. Because we were like 50 miles from badeye ran into them all

the time; we were close to them. We went to whieeg tvere.

DAITCH: Right. Yes. It's really frightening stufAnd, you know, people volunteered
for PT service. [Laughter]

WEST: | didn’t volunteer. | didn’'t know what PT kbisavere.

DAITCH: Yes. Well, you said you didn't.

WEST: | found out, though.
DAITCH: Yes. | just wonder. | mean it sounds romenibut my gosh it was hard.
WEST: Oh, I was so fortunate to get on a boatwké Liebenow and the crew we

had; we had a good crew.

DAITCH: Somebody told me that there was a, or reamewhere, that there were
reporters on the boat. Is that right?

WEST: You know, | don’t know. We had some differeebple on there. But | don’t
know who they were. It seemed like to me there Wasemed like to me it
was, but I'm not positive. But I'm not sure if heagvon our boat or not. He

could’ve been on one of the other boats. We hambtiee other boats that had a radar. They
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used their radar to help us go in shore to gat pick these people up. They laid offshore;
we went in and picked them up.

DAITCH: Yes, they were just guarding your backjtasere.

WEST: Oh, yes. That and they helped us with tharadme. We had no radar. Back
then they had a few boats had radar. Something Igeag to say about.... He
picked Liebenow to do a lot of things. He had hongb and pick up Admiral

Halsey and bring him over to Treasury Island.

DAITCH: Yes, yes. That's pretty exciting.

WEST: Yes. What | mean is he’d pick him to do tlstige that. Wanted to make sure
he didn’t slip up. Liebenow will tell you, you kngwe picked us because we
were the best people here.

DAITCH: [Laughter] Yes. He was so nice, though.dan he said because it's the best
boat and the best crew, not the best skipper. Hedvtever say that. If you
can't think of anything else that you think is inmfamt that we should talk

about, I'm going to turn the tapes off.

WEST: Yes. | can't think of....

[END SIDE 2, TAPE 2]

[END OF INTERVIEW]
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